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Onewordthat weareall familiar with
in scripture is the word “hope” The
dictionary providesuswiththefollowing
synonymsfor “ hope’ and they include:
expectation, desire, longing and
confidence. There is one main emotion
that stirs in the hearts of Christians
everywhere and that is hope. The hope
that lieswithinmay vary accordingtothe
degree of light that the Spirit of God has
bestowed upon each group or individual.
However, | thinkitissafetosay that born-
again Christians come together to
reverence and acknowledge the death of
their Lord and Savior and, more
importantly, to celebrate His glorious
resurrection. What a hope we have in
Chrigt! He suffered and died and rose
triumphant over desth, hell andthegrave.
Hope iswhat brings ustogether Sunday
after Sunday, week after week, year after
year. We stand in expectation. Thereisa
desireand alonging in our heartsand a
confidencethat what we hopefor will be
redlity. Thereislittle point in hoping for
something that has no possibility of
comingtofruition. Thereisgreat comfort,
however, in hoping for the promises of
God for weknow they will cometo pass.
1Peter 3: 15urgesusto” Sanctify (hallow,
glorify,exat)theL ordGodinyour hearts,
and aways beready to give adefenseto
everyone who asks you areason for the
hope that is in you, with meekness and
fear” (NKJV). In 1Thess. 4: 13& 14, Paul
says,“ But| donotwantyoutobeignorant,
brethren, concerning those who have
falen adeep, lest you sorrow as others
who have no hope. For if webelievethat
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Jesus died and rose again, even so God
will bring with Him those who deep in
Jesus’ (NKJV).

Weoftensing “He sMy Lord.” The
words are asfollows:

“He smy Lord, thereisno other one,

Who can cam the storms of life like
my Lord.

Hegivesrest totheweary, givesnew
lifeto the hopeless,

There's no doubt about it, HE's my
Lord”

Another song that comes to mind is
the one that includes the words, “My
hope is built on nothing less than Jesus
blood and righteousness.”

A Chinese proverb says this: “It is
better to light one little candle than to
cursethe darkness.” Hopeisthelight at
the end of thetunndl; theilluminationin
adark place. We can be a light by the
atitude we display. We do not need to
cursethedarkness, wejust needtolet our
light shinetodispel thedarkness. Hopeis
what propels us. Hope keeps us from
despairing and from not giving up. We
can find ourselves in very dire
circumstances, but hopecankegpusfrom
being overwhdmed. Is. 60: 1&2 says,
“Arise, shine; for your light has come!
And the glory of the Lord is risen upon
you. For behold, thedarknessshall cover
the earth, and deep darkness the people:
but the Lord will ariseover you, and His
glory will be seen upon you’ (NKJV).
When we become discouraged and
shadows are cast across our path, let us
turn to such scriptures as 2Cor. 4: 6-14,
“For it isthe God who commanded light

to shine out of darkness, who has shone
in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledgeof theglory of Godintheface
of JesusChrist. Butwehavethistreasure
(Christ)inearthenvessds(morta bodies),
that the excellence of the power may be
of Godand not of us. Wearehard pressed
on every sde, yet not crushed; we are
perplexed, but notindespair; persecuted,
but not forsaken; struck down, but not
destroyed - dways carrying about in the
body thedying of theL ord Jesus, that the
life of Jesusaso may be manifest in our
body. For we who live are always
deliveredtodeathfor Jesus sake, thatthe
life of Jesus also may be manifested in
our mortd flesh. Sothendeathisworking
inus, but lifeinyou. And Sincewe have
thesamespirit of faith, accordingtowhat
is written, | believed and therefore |
spoke, we aso believe and therefore
speak, knowing that He who raised up
the Lord Jesuswill also raise usup with
Jesus, and will present us with you. For
al things are for your sakes, that grace,
having spread through the many, may
causethanksgivingtoaboundtotheglory
of God. Therefore we do not lose heart
(hope). Eventhough our outward manis
perishing, yet the inward man is being
renewed day by day. For our light
affliction, which isbut for amoment, is
working for usafar moreexceeding and
eterna weight of glory, whilewe do not
look at the things which are seen, but at
thethingswhicharenot seen(thisiswhat
we hope for). For the things which are
seenaretemporary, but thethingswhich
are not seen are eterna” (NKJV). Paul
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saidinPhil. 3: 10,“That | may know Him
andthepower of Hisresurrection, andthe
fellowship of Hissufferings, being made
conformable to His death” (NKJV). We
find the theme of being raised up or
restored aso in Hosea 6:1& 2, “Come,
and let usreturn to the Lord; for He has
torn, but hewill hedl us, He has stricken,
but Hewill bind usup. After two daysHe
will revive us; on the third day He will
rase us up, that we may live in His
sight” (NKJV). Wecanseethereisnothing
to hopefor in theflesh, but thereismuch
to look forward to in the ream of the
Spirit. We have an advocate; an
intercessor; “A great high priest who has
passedthroughtheheavens, JesustheSon
of God" (Heb. 4: 14, NKJV). Hisloveis
unfathomabl easweseein Rom. 8: 35-39,
“Who shall separate us from the love of
Chrigt? Shdl tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword?Asitiswritten: ‘ For Y our
sakewearekilleddl theday long; weare
accounted assheepforthedaughter.” Yet
in al these things we are more than
conquerors through Him who loved us.
For | am persuaded that neither death nor
life, nor angels nor principalities nor
powers, nor things present nor things to
come, nor height nor depth, nor any other
crested thing, shall be ableto separate us
from the love of God which isin Chrigt
Jesusour Lord” (NKJV).Whatapromise!

Now let us look a 1Cor. 15: 17-22
wherewe seethat our hopeisnot only in
thehereand now, but alsointhat whichis
ahead. “And if Chrigt is not risen, your
faith is futile; you are ill in your sing!
Thenasothosewho havefalenadeepin
Chrigthaveperished. If inthislifeonly we
havehopein Christ, weareof dl menthe
mogt pitiable. But now Christ is risen
from the dead, and has become the
firgfruitsof thosewho havefalenadeep.
For since by man came death, by Man
asocametheresurrectionof thedead. For
asin Adam dl die, even so in Chrigt al
shall be made dive’ (NKJV).

In Titus 2: 12, we are admonished to
“..livesoberly, righteoudly, andgodly, in
the present age looking for the blessed
hope, and the glorious appearing of our
great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who
gaveHimselffor us, that Hemight redeem
usfrom every lawlessdeed (al iniquity —
KJV) and purify unto Himsdlf His own
specia (peculiar or belongingexclusively
to) people, zedous (fervent) for good
works’ (NKJV).

What is"thegloriousappearing of the
great God and our Savior JesusChrigt?” |

amnotinterestedinatheological discourse
here. However, | will refer to how Bro.
George Warnock expresses the Lord's
appearing in the

Feadt of Tabernacles TheHopeof the
Church. “True, there shall come a day
whentheglory of theLord shal coverthe
earth as the waters cover the sea; when
every eye shall see Him; when the same
Jesusthat wastakenupintoHeaven, shall
comeinlikemanner asthey saw Himgo.
But first thereisthe Appearing of Christ
inthemidst of Hispeopleby the Spirit, to
establish the Kingdom of God within,
andthat isthehopeof thechurch.” Isthis
not the day we are looking and hoping
for?Theday whenthepresentindwelling
Chrigt shall nolonger beinpart, but shall
bemanifestinHisfullnessinHismany —
membered body. This is maturity in
Chrigt! This is Sonship! The whole
cregtion waits for this dramatic event to
unfold asisexpressed in Rom. 8; 19-26.
“Thewholecregationisontiptoetoseethe
wonderful sight of thesonsof Godcoming
into their own. The world of creation
cannot yet see redity, not because it
choosesto beblind, but becauseinGod's
purposeit hasbeen so limited —yet it has
been given hope. And thehopeisthat in
the end the whole of crested life will be
rescued from the tyranny of change and
decay, and have its share in that
magnificentliberty whichcanonly belong
to the children of God! It is plain to
anyonewitheyesto seethat at thepresent
time al crested life groans in a sort of
universd travail. Anditisplain, too, that
wewho have aforetaste of the Spirit are
inagtateof painful tension, whilewewait
for that redemption of our bodieswhich
will meanthat a last wehaveredlized our
full sonship in Him. We were saved by
this hope, but in our moments of
impatience let us remember that hope
always meanswaiting for something we
cannot see, then we must settle down to
wait for it in patience. The Spirit of God
not only maintains this hope within us,
but helps us in our present
limitations’ (Phillips).

Itistimeto“...look upandlift upyour
heads, because your redemption draws
near” (Luke 21:28 —NKJV).

Abraham “looked for a city which
hath foundations, whose maker and
builderisGod” (Heb. 11: 10, KIV). We
should be so thankful for the foundation
upon which God has set our feet. Eph.
2:19-22 says,“Now therefore, youareno
longer strangersandforeigners, butfellow
citizens with the saints and members of

the household of God, having been built
on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ Himsdlf being the
chief cornerstone’ (NKJV).Andin2Tim.
2: 19 weread asfollows: “Nevertheless,
the foundation of God standeth sure
(steady), having this seal, the Lord
knoweth them that are His. And let
everyonethat nameth the name of Christ
depart from iniquity” (KJV).“Unless the
Lord buildsthe house, they labor invain
whobuildit” (Psalms127:1, NKJV). This
foundationisunshakable. All that isbuilt
on man will eventually crumble and fall
likethewdlsof Jericho. Theshakableis
temporary; the unshakableispermanent.
Weread in Heb. 12:28, “Wherefore, we
receiving a kingdom which cannot be
moved (unshakable), let us have grace,
whereby we may serve God acceptably
with reverence and godly fear” (KJV).

Y es, Abraham*lookedfor acity which
hath foundations, whose maker and
builder isGod” (KJV). Andwelook for a
city (adwelling place in the Spirit) that
shall not pass away, “For here (in this
temporal) wehaveno continuingcity, but
we seek the oneto come” (Heb. 13: 14,
NKV).

In Rom. the 12" chepter and 11" & 12
verses, Paul encouragesustosarvethelord
with diligence and with afervent spirit, to
regjoice in hope, to be patient in tribulation
and to continue Seadfedtly in prayer.

InLamentations3:21-26 & 31-33,we
seethat although Jeremiahwasdowncast
duetodl thedestructionin Jerusdem, he
had not lost hope. “This | recall to my
mind, thereforel havehope. Throughthe
Lord’'s mercies we are not consumed,
because His compassions fail not. They
are new every morning; grest is Your
faithfulness. TheL ordismy portion, says
my soul, therefore | hope in Him! The
Lordisgood to thosewho wait for Him,
tothe soul who seeksHim. Itisgood that
one should hope and wait quietly for the
salvation of the Lord” (NKJV). Then in
verses 31-33, “ For the Lord will not cast
off forever. Though He causes grief, He
will show compassion according to the
multitudeof Hismercies. For Hedoesnot
afflict willingly, nor grieve the children
of men” (NKJV).

Weseeat thebeginning of thebook of
Habakkuk that theprophetisdistressed at
why the chosen people of God were so
oppressedby their enemies. Hequestioned
Godandwonderedwhy ajust Godwould
alowsomuchinjusticeand Godanswered
Habakkuk. And at theend of thebook the
prophet finds peacein hisown heart and



understands that God is completely in
control. Thisiswhat wereadinHabakkuk
3: 17-19, “Though the fig tree may not
blossom, nor fruit beonthevines; though
the labor of the olive may fail, and the
fid dsyid dnofood; thoughtheflock may
be cut off from the fold, and there be no
herdinthestals—yet | will rgjoiceinthe
Lord, | willjoyintheGodof my salvation.
The Lord God is my strength; he will
makemy feet likedeer’ sfegt, and hewill
makemewalk onmy highhills’ (NKJV).

Paul saysin 1Cor.13: 13, “And now
abide faith, hope, love, these threg; but
the greatest of these is love’ (NKJV). |
cannot help but believe that al three are
important and are al dependent upon
each other. If welose hope, canfaithand
loveredlyflourishinourlives?Similarly,
if oneof theothersisabsent, therewill be
incompleteness and a void in our walk
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withGod. Eveninthenatural, hopekeeps
usgoing; it helpsusget up each morning
andit sustainsusaswedo our daily tasks.
If thisis true in the natural, how much
moreit shouldbetrueinthe Spiritud. We
have much to hope for. The night is far
spent and the dawning of the new day is
on the horizons of time and eternity.
Darkness is only the absence of light.
Darkness is no match for light. In the
presenceof light darknessflees. Thereis
no struggle, for it hasno option. Let each
oneof ushethelightthat dispel sdarkness.
John 1: 4 says, “In Himwaslife, and the
life was the light of men. And the light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness
did not comprehend it” (NKJV).

The only hope of degenerate man in
his degenerate state is in the flesh. He
hopes in the materid; in riches and the
intellect; in physical strength and

armamentsandinfameand thepleasures
of sinfor aseason. Thishopeisbuiltonthe
shiftingsandsof thetransitory; that which
is here today and gone tomorrow. That
which is built on carndity will never
satisfy the inner longings of the heart of
man. Thefleshwill fail himasithasdown
through the centuries.

Regenerate man, on the other hand,
has his hope built on a solid foundation,
Jesus Christ Himsdf being the chief
cornerstone. His hopeisthat He (Christ)
will increase and he will decrease, 0
much <o that the indwelling Christ will
transform him into the nature and image
of Chrigt, hisSavior, evenby therenewing
of his mind. What a hope we have in
Chrigt; a hope that will be redity as He
bestows upon His people the full and
completesavationforwhichHegaveHis
life.

Membersin Particular

As we endeavour to be lead by the
Holy Spirit, God continues to enlighten
our hearts with a greater understanding
of His plan and purpose for the
redemption of sinful man. Since the
outpouring of His Holy Spirit in 1948
God hasheenmovinguson. Hehasbeen
revealing little by little, His order, His
blue print for the coming together of the
Body of Christ. Likearoseasit unfolds
from abud into a beautiful flower, God
has been showing us more and more of
Hisgreat plan of redemption. How our
heartsleap for joy when God shinesHis
light upon us alowing us to understand
and know more about Histruths.

The coming together of the Body of
Christisatremendoustruththat playsan
essentia part in God's plan for the end
times. It culminates in an event
prophesied by Danidl; “ But the saints of
the most High shall take the kingdom,
and possess the kingdom for ever, even
for ever andever.” (Daniel 7:18.) Glory
toGod, praisetheL ord, “thesaintsof the
most High SHALL take the kingdom.”
Hallelujah. Itisan event that shall take
place and we anxiously await the
fulfillment of this prophecy. Until this
doeshappen, God will continueto teach
usof Hiswaysandunveil Histruthsif we
continue to seek Him. One specific
aspect of the teaching of the coming

By Markus Hansen

together of theBody of Christisthat we
aremembersin particular of the Body
of Jesus Chrigt. It isasubject that God
ishelping usto understand moreand is
worthy of our earnest consideration.

L et usbeginlookingintothissubject
by turning to the word of God. The
Apostle Paul wrotein 1 Corinthians 12:
13-14: “For by one Spirit are we all
baptized into one body, whether we be
Jewsor Gentiles, whether webebond or
free; and have been all made to drink
into one Sairit. For the body isnot one
member, but many.”

The New Living Trandation uses
thesewords: “ Thehumanbody hasmany
parts, but the many parts make up only
onebody. Soitiswiththebody of Christ.
Someof usare Jews, someare Gentiles,
somearedaves, and some arefree. But
we have all been baptized into Christ’'s
body by one Spirit, and we have all
received the same Spirit.”

Itisimportant tounderstandthat God
never intended for Christians to be
divided into the many sectarian groups
or factions we see in the world today.
Jesus said, and if He said it, we as
Chrigtians must believe it: “1 am the
good shepherd, and know my sheep, and
amknownofmine. AstheFather knoweth
me, even so know | the Father: and | lay
down ny life for the sheep. And other

sheep | have, which arenot of thisfold:
them also | must bring, and they shall
hear my voice; and there shall be one
fold, and one shepherd.” (John 10: 14-
16.) There are millions of sincere
Christiansin the world today but not all
have had the same spiritual
enlightenment. Many are satisfied with
being born again, but do not feel to be
baptized in water. Some are satisfied
with both being born again and being
baptized in water but do not believe or
see the need to be filled by the Holy
Spirit. But there are those who want all
that God has to Offer. Glory to God.
They have been born again from above,
went under the waters of baptism, have
beenfilled with theHoly Spirit, speak in
theheavenly language, havehad spiritual
giftsimparted and still they hunger and
thirstfor more. Regardlessof thelevel of
spiritual experience, every man, woman
or childwhorepentsof their sins, accepts
JesusChrist astheir personal saviourisa
member of theBody of Christ. Thismay
beasurpriseto many but the scriptureis
very clear onthissubject. Thatiswhywe
must be so very careful that we do not
think less of, or judge Christians who
may or may not fellowship with us.
Yes, God' splan for the futureisthat
al may be ONE in Him. However, until
thisisresalized, Christ expectsustowalk
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in the light that God has shed on our
hearts. Let Godtekecareof dl believers
wherever they are in their walk and
relationshipwithHimandIet uscontinue
to pressoninto our calling and election.
“Wherefore the rather, brethren, give
diligence to make your calling and
election sure: for if yedothesethings, ye
shall never fall: For soanentranceshall
be ministered unto you abundantly into
theeverlasting kingdomof our Lordand
Saviour Jesus Christ.” (Il Peter 1:10-
11)

Returningto1 Corinthians12: 13-14,
noticethat it says. “ wehaveall received
the same Spirit.” It is the Spirit of God
that drawsustoHimanditisthe Spirit of
God that has opened our hearts to this
present truth of the coming together of
theBody of Christ. Itisthe Spirit of God
alonethat hasdrawnusandimpartsfaith
for us to beieve the reveation of the
coming together of the Body of Christ.
We should thank God sincerely, every
day, for HisgraceandtheHoly Spirit for
opening our eyestothiswonderful truth.

The Apostle Paul concisely writesin
| Corinthians 12:27: “Now ye are the
body of Christ, and members in
particular.”

That isawonderful statement. Paul
didn’t say that only thetravelling elders
and deacons or the loca elders and
deacons are membersin particular. He
said YOU, yes YOU are a member in
particular. Whoever you are, and
wherever youareasyoureadthis, please
realizewith all certainty that if you have
accepted Jesus Chrigt into your hearts
and are endeavouring to wak by the
Holy Spirit, YOU are a particular
member of Christ’sBody, you areason
of God! “ For asmany asareled by the
Sirit of God, they arethe sonsof God.”
(Romans 8:14.) Oh Haldujah. Yes,
YOU are particular to God, not just
someinsignificant number amongst the
masses of humanity. Y ou areknownto
God. He knows you personally and He
has called you to be His son. God has
called you by your name and you
responded, glory to God. Moses
remindedthenation of |srael beforethey
crossed over into the promised land:
“For thou art an holy people unto the
LORD thy God, and the LORD hath
chosentheeto bea peculiar peopleunto
himself, above all the nations that are
upon the earth.” (Deuteronomy 14:2.)
Y es, apeculiar people, aspecia people.
In the New Testament, Peter reminded
the Church: “But you are a chosen

generation, aroyal priesthood, an holy
nation,apeculiar people; that youshould
show forth the praises of himwho hath
called you out of darkness into his
marvelouslight:” (I Peter 2:9.) But Paul
takesittoamorepersonal level whenhe
says, “you areaparticular member of
the Body of Christ.” Oh Halelujah,
thisis something to shout about - just to
think that God, who created everything
that exists, has called us out of alife of
sin, given us eternal life and ultimately
considersusto beaspecia, peculiar and
particular people unto Himself.

It iswonderful to know that we are
loved and that we are special. We often
tell our children and grandchildren that
we love them and that they are special.
They loveto hear it too, eventhoughwe
repest it over and over again. | loveto
hear my wife tell me that she loves me,
and | liketo remind my wifethat | love
her, too. Even aswe have been reading
in the scriptures that we are specia in
God's sight, the Holy Spirit has been
bearing witnessin our heartsthat thisis
true. Amen. Thatiswhyitissoimportant
to read the word of God, and attend our
locdl serviceson Sunday mornings. We
need to continually hear the Lordtell us,
whether it isby the reading of the word
or prophecy, that Helovesusandthat we
are specia. But beyond being loved by
God, andjust asimportant, isthefact that
weareapar ticular member of theBody
of Christ. This is significant because
being aparticular member impliesthat
wehaveapurpose, aGod given purpose
in His Kingdom. Hallelujah, praise the
wonderful name of Jesus.

In the natura realm, people who do
not have a purpose in life often suffer
from depression, feelings of
worthlessnessandlow salf-esteem. Often
they are not successful in holding a job
anddriftfromonepositiontoanother. In
extremecasesitcanevenresultinpeople
takingtheir livesasthey losetheir reason
for living. Very sad but true. But when
we find what our aptitudes are, and do
the thing that God has enabled usto do,
whether it is being a carpenter, an at
homemom, asecretary, teacher or doctor,
orwhatever, thenat theend of theday we
have a fedling of accomplishment and
sdlf worth. We have areason for living
that gives us hope for the future and
motivation to launch out and aspire to
realize our dreams and goas. Thisis
well pleasing unto God but dowerealize
that we also have a spiritua purpose as
well? Wedo, becausebeingaparticular

member implies that we have a
particular purposeor vocationto fulfill
inthe Body of Christ.

The Apostle Paul in his writings
compared the human body to the Body
of Christ. “The human body has many
parts, but the many parts make up only
onebody. Soitiswiththebodyof Christ.”
(I Corinthians 12:12, New Living
Tranglation.) Our human body is
composed of many thousands of
individual partsand eachindividual part
has an important part to play in how we
function as a human being. If just one
part ceasesto functionwecanbeinalot
of troubleinahurry. Tekeasanexample
your right knee. If it werecrushedinan
accident your ability towalk inanormal
manner would be hindered. Thatinturn
may mean that you would be unable to
carry out certain routine functions in
your job or play with your children like
you are accustomed. Y ou can say that
your right kneeisaparticular memberin
your human body. Y our right knee has
a particular function, it has a specific
purpose and when it functions as it is
supposed to, you fed just fine. But,
when it does not function, asit should,
your whole body suffers. Y our whole
body feelsthe effect and it isnot agood
feeling. The same can be said about all
thepartsof our body. Whenany onepart
ceasestowork asit should, wemight say
that we are not whole. Something is
missing, somethingiswrong. Andwhen
some of our body partsfail to operatein
the manner they are designed we suffer
and become disabled.

L ookingnow fromaspiritual point of
view asit relates to the Body of Christ,
Paul said that the Body of Christislike
thehuman body, madeup of many parts.
And, each of usisapart of that Body of
Chrigt; “For thebodyisnot onemember,
but many” verse 14. Not only are we
individual membersof HisBody but we
aregiven by God a specific part to play,
aparticular job, a particular ministry in
the Body of Christ. “But now hath God
set themembersevery one of theminthe
body, as it has pleased hin?" verse 18.
Our particular placeintheBody of Christ
isnot of our choosing. Itisnot something
we decide. God help us to understand
thisvery important point becauseitisso
essential to the health and welfare of the
Body of Christ. We do not choose our
ministry or office; itisGod whogivesus
certain natural abilities to suit our
personality andHeistheonethatimparts
spiritual gifts.



“1 therefore, theprisoner of theLord,
beseech you that ye walk worthy of the
vocation wherewith ye are called, - - -
But unto every one of usis given grace
according to the measure of the gift of
Christ.” (Ephesians 4:1,7.) It is
wonderful tohaveavocation, aparticular
field of interest in which we can excel.
Being trained and acknowledgeableina
particular vocation gives us confidence
tobeabletocarry outour responsibilities.
But we also have a spiritual vocation, a
particular ministryintheBody of Christ
and it needs our attention as well.

By prophecy and thelaying on of the
hands of the travelling and local elders
(the presbytery), God imparts His
spiritua giftsto us. We are also born
withcertainnatural giftsandtalents. Itis
the combination of our Spiritua Gifts
(which can only operate by the Holy
Spirit) and our natural talents, yielded
and operating under the auspices of the
Holy Spirit, that formsour ministry, our
spiritual vocation. Wehave heard many
timeswhenthebrethrenhaveprophesied
over someone that the Spirit of God
imparts not only some of the spiritual
gifts but also mention is made of the
individua’s natural talents and abilities
that will beused of theL ord. It may have
happened to you. Besides being given
spiritual gifts the brethren under the
unction of theHoly Spirit may have said
that you will sing before the Lord or
teach, be given to hospitdity, be one
whoshowsmercy, or beacheerful giver.
It may not have been asurprisetoyou if
you were already aware of your natural
abilities. What isimportanttoredizeis
that when we yield our natural taents
and abilitiestotheHoly Spirit, aswell as
operate our spiritual gifts under the
unction of the Holy Spirit, then we are
ministeringin our particular placeinthe
Body of Chrigt. “ And sayto Archippus,
Take heed to the ministry which thou
hastreceivedintheLord, that thoufulfill
it.” (Colossians4:17.) HencePaul wrote
that we are members in particular,
because each ministry is unique to the
Body of Christ.

Since each member of the Body of
Christ is unique, and has a particular
purpose, then each member of the Body
of Christ needsall the other members of
the Body of Chrigt, for one member can
not function on itsown. The reasoning
behind this truth is that in the human
body each part dependsuponall theparts
of the body functioning as they should.
My hands perform a very important
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functionasl writethisarticle. It enables
meto typeefficiently and quickly. Now
if my handswereseveredfromeacharm,
they would die and cease to be of any
value. THEY CAN NOT FUNCTION
ON THEIR OWN! They depend onthe
wrist, the elbow, the shoulder, the
connecting bones, the tendons, the
muscles, thebloodflowingthroughveins,
the heart to pump blood and on and on.
All thesepartsmentionedmakeitpossible
for my hands to type, none being more
important than the other. “ Yes, thereare
many parts, but only onebody. Theeye
cannever saytothehand, “ | donot need
you.” Thehead can't say to the feet, “ |
do not need you.” In fact, some of the
parts that seem weakest and least
importantarereallythemost necessary.”
(1 Corinthians 12:21-22, NLT).
Itisfoolhardy tothink that our ministry
ismorespecia thananother’s, or that we
play amoreimportantrolethananother’s
in the Body of Christ. Many very
talented men and women havemissed
the way when they have given in to
these kinds of thoughts. “For | say,
through the grace given unto me, to
every manthatisamongyou, not tothink
of himself more highly than he ought to
think; but to think soberly, according as
Godhathdealttoeverymanthemeasure
of faith.” (Romans 12:3.) That is why
therewill never beachief apostle, ahead
elder or deacon, a chief musician or
teacher inthe Church of God. Yes, God
has established certain offices in the
Church; travelling apostolic brethren to
the universal level and local elders and
deacons in the loca Church who we
must honour, respect andobey. They are
set by God, andfor good reason, weneed
them. They are shepherds or fathers to
theChurch:“ Andhegavesome, apostles;
and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists, and some, pastors and
teachers; For theperfectingof thesaints,
for the work of the ministry, for the
edifyingof thebodyof Christ: Till weall
comeintheunity of thefaith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a
perfect man, unto the measure of the
statureof thefulnessof Chrigt: Thatwe
henceforth be no more children, tossed
toandfro, and carried about with every
wind of doctrine, by the deight of men,
and cunning craftiness, whereby theylie
inwait to deceive; But speakingthetruth
in love, may grow up into himin all
things, which is the head, even Christ:
From whom the whole body fitly joined
together and compacted by that which

every joint supplieth, according to the
effectual workinginthemeasureof every
part, maketh increase of the body unto
theedifyingofitselfinlove.” (Ephesians
4:11-16, KIV.) AndintheNew Living
Trandation: “He is the one who gave
thesegiftstothechurch: theapostles, the
prophets, theevangdlists, andthepastors
and teachers. Their responsibility isto
equip God's peopleto do hiswork and
build upthechurch, thebody of Chrigt,
until wecometo such unityin our faith
and knowledge of God's Son that we
will be mature and full grown in the
Lord, measuring up to the full stature
of Christ.”

Itisequally essential torealizethat
our particular ministryisasimportant
to those who have been designated a
certain office of authority in the
Church astheir ministry istous. My
heart, asvital asitisto my human body,
can do nothing, ABSOLUTLEY
NOTHING, without all other members
of my body functioning as they should.
Ourvery spiritua existencedependsupon
that life flowing stream that flowsfrom
member to membe.

There should be no pride in
recognizing that we are a particular
member of theBody of Christ. Whenwe
come to this redlization, we will know
and understand that we need every other
particular member of theBody of Christ
for their uniqueness and what they
contribute to the furtherance of God's
Kingdom.

Paul in giving instructions to the
Church in regards to partaking of the
Lord' ssupper wrotethis: “ Butletaman
examine himself, and so let him eat of
that bread, and drink of that cup. For he
that eateth and drinketh unworthily,
eatethanddrinkethdamnationtohimsdlf,
not discerningtheLord’ sbody. For this
cause many areweak and sickly among
you, and many sleep(or die).” (1
Corinthians 11:28, KJV). The phrase
“not discerning the Lord's Body” has
oftenbeenexplainedtomeanthat anyone
that partakes of the Lord's supper
irreverently isnot recognizingindividual
members as being equally important to
the Body of Christ. Yes, thisistrue but
it has an even degper meaning. It also
means that he does not fully recognize
his own uniqueness, the important part
that heplaysintheBody of Christand his
dependence onal membersof theBody
of Christ.

When we fail to function in our
ministry, missour local Sunday services
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for trivial reasons, neglect our persona
worshiptime, becomed ack about tithing
and head covering becomes a bother,
etc. weareshowingthat wereally do not
understand that al the members of the
Body of Chris TRUL Y need usandthat
we TRULY need them. When this
attitude creeps in Paul says “ many are
weak and sickly among you, and many
deep(or die).” Thisis avery sobering
thought. Wecanal think of thoseinour
locd assembly that aresufferingfroman
illness or some weakness in not being
able to overcome a bad habit. Yeswe
pray for thesedear saints, and we should
continuetodo so, but alsoitisincumbent
upon us all to look to the Author and
Finisher of our faithand ask HIM tohelp
usto be faithful in the ministry that He
has given us so that we can supply that
stream of life from the Eternal One to
each member.

It is expedient that we search our
hearts and ask the critical question: Are
wefulfilling our spiritual vocationinthe
Body of Christ? If given the gift of
prophecy, are you prophesying in the
locd assembly when prompted by the
Holy Spirit? Or hasit been some time
since you obeyed the Holy Spirit's
prompting? If you were told that you
would sing in the Spirit have you been
standing ready tos ngwhentheheavenly
choir beginsto sing? Or, have months
gone by and your voice hasn't been
heard in spiritua song? If given the gift
of hospitdity, areyouinviting folksinto
your home and making them feel
welcome? HastheHoly Spirit indicated
that youwould exhort the people of God

or that you would be an intercessor, or
oneto show mercy to thedowntrodden?
You know your gifts, you know your
spiritual vocation. Paul writing to
Timothy wrote: “ Whereforel puttheein
remembrancethat thou stir upthegift of
God, whichisintheebythe putting on of
my hands. For God hath not givenusthe
spirit of fear; but of power, and of love,
andofasoundmind.” (2 Timothy 1:6,7.)
How do we stir up the gift of God? By
waiting on God, reading His word and
speaking in the heavenly language until
webecomelostinthe Spirit. Hallelujah.
Glory to God! Thereisnoneedtogoto
Bible College, no need to attend classes
to learn how to prophesy or take
professional singing lessons to sing a
new song inthe Spirit. God hasgivenus
gifts to edify, comfort and build up the
Church. All we need to do is seek the
One who gave us our gifts, God the
Eternal One. Since God isthe one who
gaveusour gifts, Heisthe onewho will
hel pustoexerciseour giftsforthewelfare
of His Church. “The word is nigh thee,
even inthy mouth, and in thy heart: that
is, theword of faith, which we preach.”

(Romans10:8.) Thereisnodoubt that if
yousincerely seek God about your gifts,
Godwill inturngiveyouthefaithandthe
power to function in your ministry.

If you have not received your gifts|
admonish you to wait on God and ask
Himtoreved themtoyou. Alsotell your
eldersthat you haven't been prophesied
over andthat youarelookingtotheLord
for that blessing. Itisvital to know your
spiritual gifts as it will alow you to
functiontothefull potential that God has

intended.

| believewith all my heart that if we
do ask the question sincerdly, AM |
FUNCTIONING IN MY MINISTRY,
and if we come up short, then we can
rededicateour livesafresh now and God
will send His Holy Spirit to help us.

“ Fromwhomthe whole body, joined
and knit together by what every joint
supplies, according to the effective
working by which every part does its
share, causes growth of the body for the
edifying of itsdf in love” (Ephesians
4:16.) Yes, Hallelujah, by what
“EVERY JOINT SUPPLIES,” notjust
thosewho hold an office or the onesthat
have walked with God for many years,
but by what “EVERY JOINT
SUPPLIES.”

Saints of God, the one-man ministry
is athing of the past. Everyone has a
place and a ministry to fulfill in the
Church of the Living God, the body of
Christ. Let us by the help of the Holy
Spirit endeavour to do our part. AMEN.

When you' re moving Lord, movein
me,

When you're moving Lord, help me
to see,

That I'm part of the plan, that you
have made for man,

When you're moving Lord, movein
me.

I’ll be here shining like a beacon in
the nighttime,

Holy Spirit set your guiding light on
me,

That my heart may beablessingin
thislifetime,

“Til we reunited onthat day of Jubilee.

A Chosen Gener ation,
a Royal Priesthood, an Holy Nation

“But ye are a chosen generation, a
roya priesthood, an holy nation, a
peculiar people, that ye should shew
forth the prai ses of himwho hath called
you out of darknessinto his marvelous
light.” (1 Peter 2:9.)

A chosenpeople- What aprivilegeto
becalled and chosen of God. Itishardto
understand why you or | should have
been chosen of God out of the many in
the world. Why should He choose to

by Albert Hannigan

reveal the tremendous truths of the
Kingdom of God to such asyou and I.

Inspeakingof thechildrenof Isradl in
Duet. 7:6-8, He said "For thou art an
holy people unto the L ord thy God: the
Lord thy God hath chosen theeto be a
specid people unto himsdlf, above al
people that are upon the face of the
earth.”

Why shouldwebechosen, for weare
no better thananyoneel se. However itis

God that doesthe choosing, and not us.
"TheLorddid not set hisloveuponyou,
nor chooseyou, becauseyouweremore
in number than any people; for yewere
thefewest of al people; But becausethe
Lord loved you, and because he would
keep the oath which he had sworn unto
your fathers."

In 1 Cor. 1:26-31, "For ye see your
caling brethren, how that not many
wise men after the flesh, not many



mighty, not many noble are called: But
God hath chosenthefoolishthingsof the
world to confound the wise: and God
hath chosen thewesak thingsof theworld
to confound the things that are mighty;
Andthebasethingsof theworld, and the
thingsthat aredespised, hathGod chosen,
yea, andthingswhicharenot, tobringto
nought the things that are:

That no flesh should glory in his
Presence. But of him are ye in Christ
Jesus, who of God is made unto us
wisdom, righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemption: That as
it is written, He that glorieth, let him
glory inthe Lord."

Praise God that He is the one to
receive dl the glory for He aone is
worthy. If we do anything, we redlize
that weare but unprofitableservants, we
have just done that which isour duty to
do. Without Himwe can do nothing, but
we can do al thingsthrough Christ who
strengthens us. Praise His Name!

Eph. 1:3 and 4, "Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord JesusChrist, who
hath blest uswith al spiritual blessings
in heavenly placesin Christ: According
as he hath chosen us in him before the
foundation of theworld, that we should
be holy and without blamebeforehimin
love. Having predestinated us unto the
adoption of children by Christ Jesusto
himself, according to the good pleasure
of hiswill. To the praise of the glory of
his grace, wherein he hath made us
accpeted in the beloved."

James 2:5 "Hath not God chosen the
poor of thisworld, richinfaith, and heirs
of the kingdom which he hath promised
to them that love him?"

What a tremendous privilege to be
caled and chosen to God, not only to
receive salvation, and be washed in the
blood, but also share in the blessings of
HisKingdom, to sharein Hiscalling to
Sonship. We are exhorted to give
diligencetomakeour calingandelection
sure, for if ye do these things you shall
never fal, (2 Peter 1:10.)

May God help us not to remain as
spiritual babes, but rather that by His
grace we will grow and mature...Jesus
said, "Beye perfect even asyour Father
which is in heaven is perfect.” (Matt.
5:48) Paul said "Whom we preach,
warning every man, and teaching every
man in all wisdom; that we may present
every man PERFECT in Christ Jesus.”
(Cal. 1:28) It will not be by our own
strengthandwisdomthat wecanbecome
perfect, but only asthe'Perfect One'fully
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dwellswithin us.

Royalty - aroyal priesthood. Royalty
speaks of kingship or rulership. 2 Tim
2:12 says - "If we suffer we shall also
reign with him." The natural man loves
the idea of rulership, power, authority.
Tobenumber one. Pridecanenterintoit.
But it will be the humble and the lowly
that will reignwith Himin Hiskingdom.
For He has taken the things that are not
tobringto nought thethingsthat are, that
no flesh should glory in His Presence.
"But of him areyein Christ, Jesus, who
of God is made unto us wisdom, and
righteousness and sanctification, and
redemption: That according asitiswritten
He that glorioth, let him glory in the
Lord." (1 Cor. 1:30-31).

Rev. 1:5,6 —"Unto him that loved
us, and washed us from our sinsin his
own blood, And hath made uskingsand
priests unto God and his Father; to him
be glory and dominion for ever and
forever. Amen.”

He hath made us to be heirs of God
andjoint heirswith JesusChrigt; if sobe
that we suffer with Him, that we may be
also glorified together. The only way
that we can ever reign with Him is that
He be fully formed within us. "Let this
mind beinyouwhichwasalsoin Christ
Jesus' (Phil 2:5) "and if children, then
heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with
Chrigt; if so be that we suffer with him,
that we may be also glorified together.”
(Rom 8:17).

Mases had to be on the back side of
thedesert for fourty yearsbeforehewas
ableto lead the children of Israel out of
Egypt to the promised land.

Joseph hadto suffer thereproachesof
hisown brothers, be sold asadaveinto
Egypt, befdsely accused of fornication,
and suffer in a dungeon as a criminal
before he was finadly vindicated. But,
praise God, after that he entered into
rulershipin Egypt, next totheking. And
hewasinstrumental insavingmany lives,
including those of his own brothers.

The difficulties and trials we go
through do more good for us than the
good times. If we suffer, and teke it
patiently, it is then that we grow
spiritually. It is then that we have
compassion for others.

David was pursued by Saul, though
hehad donenothingwrong. Hewasonly
striving to do that which was right. He
showed tremendous respect and honor
to the Lord's anointed, and would not
harm Saul whenhehad every opportunity
to do so. Daniel and the three Hebrew

children rose to great authority in the
land because they were faithful to God.
Shadrach, Meechach and Abednego
could most surely have perished in the
fire. Danid could have perished at the
mouths of the hungry lions, but God
closed their mouths.

Do not dl things work together for
good to those who love God, to those
who are the called according to his
purpose. Howwethank Godfor reveding
theorder of HisgloriousKingdom, where
Godisover al,andwhereChristandHis
Body, the Church, function in their
ministry of loveandreconciliationtothe
world. What aglorious calling, to serve
and bring deliverance to this groaning
creation. Halaujah!

A Royal Priesthood

Jesus is our Great High Priest. The
office of a priest is to bridge the gap
between Godandman, andthatisexactly
what Jesus has done. He has reconciled
usunto God. Hehasmadeit possiblefor
us to become ONE with the Father and
the Son, and He has sent the Holy Spirit
to lead usinto al Truth. The work that
Jesus our High Priest has doneis but a
pattern and example for us, the Body of
Chrigt, to follow. We asthe members of
theBody of Christ havetheunspeakable
privilege of reaching out to God, on one
hand, and reaching out to the falen
creation on the other hand, and
reconciling them the one to the other.

God has given to the members of the
Body of Christ gifts and ministries
whereby we can together with our Head
lift thisgroaning creation. That ministry
isto "Heal the broken hearted, to preach
deliverance to the captives, and
recovering of sight to the blind, to open
the prison doors, to set at liberty them
that are bruised, and to preach the
acceptibleyear of theLord." (Luke4:18-
19)

Is not the whole creation longing for
the deliverance in Christ Jesus? "The
weapons of our warfare are not carnal,
but mighty through God, to the pulling
downof thestronghol ds of theenemy.]"
(2Cor.10:4) Christovercameat Calvary,
through the shedding of His precious
blood, and also when He rose up from
thedead, triumphant over death and hell
and the grave. And us as His Body, by
faith, we sharein that victory. Paul said,
"l amcrucifiedwith Christ: nevertheless
| live; yet not I, but Christ livethin me:
and thelifel now liveintheflesh | live
by thefaith of theson of God, wholoved
me, andgavehimself forme." (Gal.2:20)
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Nolonger do welive unto oursalves,
"For every high priesttakenfromamong
men, is ordained for men in things
pertaining to God," (Heb. 5:1) Jesus
said. "Hethat isgreatest among you will
beyour servant." (Matt 23:11) Itisthe
anointing from the Anointed One that
breaks and destroys the yoke. What a
privilege and blessing to behold the
working of the power of the Holy Spirit
through the members of the Body of
Christ and to seethe chainsfdl off from
those who are bound and to seethem set
free. Thatiswhat Godisdoingand aswe
pressonwithHimwewill seethishappen
more and more. Praise God!

An Holy Nation

God desires a people who are holy
and without blame before Him in love.
Only aswelose our identity in Him can
we become a holy people. Rom. 13:14,
"But put yeonthel ord JesusChrist, and
make no provision for theflesh to fulfill
the lust thereof."

1Thess 3:12,13--"AndtheL ordmake
you to increase and abound in love one
toward another, and toward al men,
evenaswedotowardyou: Totheend he
may establish your hearts unblameable
in holinessbefore God, even our Father,
at the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ
with al hissaints.”

Eph. 1:4-5—"According as he hath
chosen usin him before the foundation
of theworld, that we should be holy and
without blamebeforehiminlove: Having
predestinated us unto the adoption of
children by Jesus Christ to himself,
according to the good pleasure of
hiswill."

Eph. 5:27 — "That he might present
untohimself agloriouschurch, nothaving
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but
that it should be holy and without
blemish."

Col. 1:21-23 "And you that were
sometimesalienatedandenemiesinyour
mind by wicked works, yet now hath he
reconciled.

Inthebody of hisfleshthroughdeath,
topresentyouholy andunblameableand
unreproveablein his sight:

If ye continue in the faith grounded
and settled, and benot moved away from
the hope of the gospel, which ye have
heard."

1Peter 1:13-16,-“ Whereforegirdup
the loins of your mind, be sober, and
hopetotheend for thegracethat isto be
brought unto you at the revelation of
Jesus Christ; As obedient children, not
fashioning yourselves according to the
former lustsinyour ignorance: But ashe
which has called you is haly, so be ye
holy in al manner of conversation;
Becauseitiswritten, Beyeholy; forl am
holy.”

HolyistheL ord, and mighty ishisname,
King of heaven, yet down to earth He
came,

AngelssingHispriase, al earthshall do
the same,

HolyistheL ordand mighty isHisname.

O God cause that we as your people
might truly be that Chosen Generation,
that Royal Priesthood, an Holy Nation,
for your honor and your glory. AMEN

Your brother in Christ -
Albert Hannigan.
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140-3730 Burke Street
BURNABY, BC V5H 1A3

RETIREMENT

It is with our sincere love and thanks that we, as brethren, extend our
blessings in the Lord to our dear brothers Peter Siemens, Gilbert Price
and Jerome Cornell on their retirement from the active duties of Travelling
Elders and Directors to the church.

We express our appreciation to you brethren for the many times we
have been privileged to travel and minister with you, to the Body of Christ.
The desire thathas been in your hearts to expound upon the Word of God,
to teach, to prophesy, to pray and to sing has been welcomed by all. We
are confident that your ministries will continue to be a blessing in your local
assemblies.

Itis our desire that you and your dear wives will enjoy regained health
and strength. Their contribution, along with yours, has been a great value
to the church. The long years of self sacrifice and dedication is not without
its reward.

May He, who has brought you this far, guide you as together we "press
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus."

God bless you all.
Your fellow brethren in Christ.
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