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Introduction

It is true that the subject of
holiness, because of the convictions
of guilt it brings, is not always a
pleasant and popular one among
fallen humanity. In fact, in this day
of rising end-time apostasy in the
Christianreligion, itisnot surprising
that the subject of holiness is even
quite unpopular among professing
Christians. Thetendency, oftentimes,
isto avoid identifying sin as sin but
rather excuse sinful deedswith more
acceptably mild terms. Sometimes,
it seems as though Christians are
expected to adapt to, even go along
with, and not to detest, the prevailing
culture of sin.

But holinessisindeed the essence
of Christianity and isfundamental to
the Christian believer’ s relationship
with God, whoisHimself theultimate
of holiness. Holiness is a centrally
important subject that we can neither
afford to ignore nor to evade in the
Church. This is why in this present
move of the Spirit much has been,
and continues to be, spoken and
written on holiness. And we must not
cease to reprove, exhort and
admonish one another towards
holiness “until all the ransomed
Church of God is saved to sin no
more.” Therefore, the following
study is another such effort to
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admonish and exhort believersinthe
Church towards haly living.

Important Questions

The main emphasis of this study
is that holiness is a fundamental
attribute of the Church. The Holy
Ghost is reviving and revealing in
this end-time a lot to us concerning
the Church, the Body of Christ, and
the Christian believer’s place in it.
The holy character of the Church is
made obvious by the fact that the
Church is the Body of Christ, who
Himself isthe Holy One. Ironically,
however, theneed for eachindividual
who isamember of the Church to be
holy is not always reflected in the
personal conviction and conduct of
all professing Christians, who claim
to belong to the Church.

Infact, today, theissue of holiness
among believers in the Church
generates questions that need to be
addressed clearly and forthrightly.
Some questions that arise in this
context are: Is holiness a
characteristic which is attainable by
believersin thisworld and which we
can and should possess as
individuals, if we are indeed in the
Church? Or can we be in the Church
and yet be unholy, though feeling
more or lessreligiously obligated to
be holy? In other words, is holiness
merely a matter of preachers’ rules

and churches’ norms, all of which
may vary according to the opinions
of a particular church or preacher,
and not a matter of personal
obligation? How then do we become
holy? I's holiness a matter merely of
what we do and don’t do, or more
fundamentally what we are,
particularly as members of the Body
of Christ? These questions are
important questions. All of us have
confronted one or more of them at
some time. And, thank God, the
Scriptures have not left them
unanswered.
Definition of Holiness

Before moving on, let us now
define holiness. Holiness, to us, is
not some standard of ethics, which
are determined by man’s opinions,
religions, or cultural norms. Holiness
isthe character of God. The absolute
moral excellence of God and His
separation from evil and corruption
define holiness. God is holy and is
the fountain of holiness. Therefore,
holiness indicates the standard of
character and behaviour of everyone
who is in harmony with God.

It conveysthenotion of moral and
ethical wholeness or perfection. It
thus denotes the state of impeccable
virtue and righteousness. Holiness
is, hence, possessing and exercising
the power not to sin (1 John 3:4-9).
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Manisnot bornwithaholy nature.
Holiness in man, because of his
inherent fallen and corrupt nature,
must be derived purely from God
(Romans 3:19-26). Christian
believersmust alwaysrecognizethis
truth. Hence, man hasnotrueholiness
of himself other than that which
ensuesfrom the divine nature of God
imparted to him when he is born
again (John 3:5-7; 1 Peter 2:2-3;
Galatians 5:22-25). Thus, when we
speak of holiness, we actually refer
to God-likeness or godliness. And
so, holiness becomes possible for
man only by virtue of the indwelling
presence and sanctifying work of the
Holy Spirit of God in man. Thistruth
forms the basis of this study on
holiness. We will explore these
aspects of holinessin more detail as
we go on.

An Indisputable Truth

As mentioned earlier, it is an
indisputable truth that the Church,
being the Body of Christ, must be a
holy institution. Few professing
Christians will deny that the Church
ought to be holy. The truth is that if
Christisholy, then His Body, which
isthe Church, must be holy. Yet, itis
equally true that there are many who
claim to belong to the Church but
today lack sound personal moral
convictions on the question of holy
living. In some cases, somewho once
had firm moral convictions on the
issueof holy living aretoday balking
and wavering in the face of the
increasing tide of moral perverseness
rising in all areas of modern society.

Moreover, there are many who
acknowledgetheimportanceof being
holy, but see holiness as merely a
lofty ideal that isunattainablein this
world by humans. As a result, they
consider and accept constant moral
failureasareligiousnorm. From that
standpoint, they usually fail to resist
sin, or piously treat holiness just as
thespecial attireweput onfor church
services, and afterwardsconveniently
take off. In other words, ironically,
there are many professing Christians
who expect themselves and other
Christians to sin, rather than to be
constantly holy. Andtoalargeextent,
they justify this expectation by
certain misleading doctrines and
convictionsthat deny the possibility
of living aholy Christian lifein this
world and distort the truth of the

graceof God. Such perversedoctrines
often are quite clear on the love and
mercy of God in providing
forgiveness for sins, while denying
the power and will of God to take
away sin (2 Timothy 3:5).

Therefore, there is a dire need
today for clear understanding and
conviction of the truth of personal
Christian holinessamong professing
Christians. However, it is by
returning to the uncompromising
Biblical doctrines on the truth of
holiness — indeed, by studying the
Scriptures, and allowing the Holy
Spirit to reveal to us the truths they
contain on holiness — that we will
come to a true understanding and
personal conviction of God's
standard of holiness for us. Because
of theexistencetoday of aprevailing
mind-set or philosophy that justifies
unholy living among many
professing Christians, holy living and
victory over sin must be won in our
minds, at |east, asafundamental start
to alife of holiness. In other words,
for many professing Christians,
holiness requires arenewing of their
mind-set regarding sin, and the
acceptance of deep personal
conviction, grounded on the
Scriptures, that God wants us to be
holy, and can empower usto be holy,
in this present evil world; and that,
hence, every believer in Christ can
and should be holy in the midst of
this present world. As Paul putsitin
Romans 12:2: “And do not be
conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that you may prove what is
that good and acceptable and perfect
will of God” (NKJV). Truly, tolive
a genuinely transformed and holy
life in this world, one requires a
renewed and nonconformist mind-
set towards today’s distorted
religious and secular doctrines of
moral compromise.

Not only do we need the right
mind-set, wealso need theright faith,
or beliefs, to live holy lives. Our
faith is built and shaped by the
doctrines that we perceive and
become convinced are true. Sound
faith for sound Christian living must
be based on the word of God. For
“faith comesby hearing, and hearing
by theword of God” (Romans 10:17
NKJV). Moreover, faith, what we
believe, has a powerful influence on

how we live. The Scriptural truth
that thejust shall liveby faithreveals
the powerful influencethat our beliefs
canhaveonhow welivetheChristian
life. Hence, if our faith is informed
by doctrines that come short of
creating in us a firm belief and a
sound mind-set that it ispossibleand
expected by God for us to live holy
Christian lives in this world, it is
obviousthat in practice we will lack
the will and power to live holy and
righteous lives. However, as we
examinethe Scripturesclosely inthis
study, wewill recognizethat theword
of God clearly teaches that it is the
will of God for every believer in the
Church to live a holy life right here
on earth in thisworld.

Salvation: A Call to Holiness

Salvation from Sin

Central to God'’s divine purpose
in bringing salvation to sinful
humanity is the bringing forth of a
holy nation of redeemed and
sanctified believers (Isaiah 35:8;
Lukel:67-75; 1 Peter 2:9). Thedivine
judgment brought upon the creation
as a consequence of the Fall of man,
when sin entered human nature,
clearly reveals God's abomination
for sin. In hisfallen sinful state, man
had to be expelled from Eden and
kept away from the life-giving holy
presence of God, symbolized by the
Tree of Life in Eden. According to
Genesis 3:24, God “drove out the
man; and He placed cherubim at the
east of the garden of Eden, and a
flaming sword which turned every
way, to guard the way to the tree of
life.”

However, in His love for
humanity, with mercy and grace, God
designed aplantodeal withthesinof
humanity in order to restoremaninto
a holy communion with Him. God
Himself came down to earth to
execute the plan and reconcile man
back to Him (2 Corinthians5:19). By
designing the plan Himself, and
executing it Himself, God
underscorestwo important pointsthat
are extremely significant to us in
understanding the importance of
holiness. One is the divine
importance that God places on
dealing with the sin-problem in
humanity to the extent that He
Himself designed and executed aplan
to take away sin; the other isthe full
confidence we can have in the



effectivenessof theplantotakeaway
our sins, sinceit is God Himself who
designed and executed the plan. In
essence then, the holiness of man is
so important to God that He took it
upon Himself to rid man of sin.

Dealing with the sin-problem in
humanity by taking it away,
eradicating it completely, is God’'s
primary aim of salvation. This is
clearly declared in the Scriptures,
and we must recognize this truth, if
we will appreciate the importance of
holinessinour Christianlives. Letus
look at a few of the many Scripture
passagesthat clearly point out God’s
definite purpose in providing
salvation as an effective means of
ridding man from sin. Notice how
definite and precise the Scriptures
arewith regard to the taking away of
sin.

John 1:29 (NKJV): “ The next day
John saw Jesus coming toward him,
and said, ‘Behold! The Lamb of God
whotakesaway thesin of theworld!”’

Matthew5:20 (MKJV): “ For | say
toyouthat unlessyour righteousness
shall exceed that of the scribes and
Pharisees, you shall in no case enter
into the kingdom of Heaven.”

Romans 6:22: (MKJV) “ But now,
being madefreefromsin, and having
become slavesto God, you have your
fruit to holiness, and the end
everlasting life.”

1Corinthians5:7 (NKJV): “ Purge
out therefore the old leaven, that you
may be a new lump, since you truly
are unleavened. For even Christ our
Passover is sacrificed for us.”

2 Corinthians5:21 (MKJV): “ For
He has made Him to be sin for us,
who knew no sin; that we might be
made the righteousness of God in
Him.”

1Peter 2:24(MKJV): “ HeHimself
boreour sinsin His own body on the
tree, that dying to sins, we might live
to righteousness.”

1 John 1:9 (KJV): “ If we confess
our sins, He is faithful and just to
forgiveusour sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.”

| John 3:4-5 (NKJV): “ Whoever
commits sin also commits
lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness.
Andyou know that Hewasmanifested
to take away our sins, and in Him
thereisno sin.”

Salvation unto Holiness

These are only a few of many
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Scripture passages which indicate
clearly that holiness is an integral
aspect of our salvation. Thus,
salvation does not only bring to us
forgiveness of sins, but also full
deliverance from sin.

God has called man to holiness (1
Peter 1:15-16). God’ scall to holiness
indeed implies that it is both
necessary and possible for the
believer to become holy, regardless
of his original sinful state before
receiving Christ and of therelentless
challengeswhich seek to compromise
the call to holiness in both doctrine
and practice in this modern liberal
world. The will of God never
demandsof ustodowhat thegrace
of God does not empower usto do.
In other words, the fact that God has
called us to holiness is sufficient
indication that He does not only
expect us to be holy, but has made
ampleprovisionfor our sanctification
according to the abundance of His
grace and faithfulness towards usin
Christ. Peter states this assurance
thisway in 2 Peter 1:2-4: “ Graceand
peace be multiplied to you through
the knowledge of God and of Jesus
our Lord, according as His divine
power has given to us all things
that pertain to life and godliness,
through theknowledgeof Him who
has called usto glory and virtue,
through which He has given to us
exceedingly great and precious
promises, so that by these you
might be partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world
through lust” (MKJV).

Many easily connect salvation to
themercy and grace of Godinpitying
their sinful state and forgiving their
sins, but do not easily makethe same
connection between salvation and the
mercy and grace of God to take away
sin completely from their lives and
make them holy. They need to
recognize the truth that the salvation
that God offersto fallen manismore
than mere forgiveness of sin; it
includes salvation unto holiness
through deliverance from sin
(Romans 6:6,11,22; Titus 2:11-14).
Every Christian believer who wants
to walk in holiness should uphold
thistruth. Inthisgreat salvation, God
has given to usthe power to be holy.
How wonderful God is to give us,
who have experienced the shameand

corruption of sin, the opportunity to
experience the purity and dignity of
holiness! Infact, aswewill seeinthe
next section, the need and provision
for the holiness of man in his
relationship with God isthe basisfor
the establishment of the New
Covenant by God.
The New Covenant

The Need for the New
Covenant

Thepossibility of abeliever living
a holy life is grounded in God's
present covenant withman. The New
Covenant, asthispresent covenantis
called in the Scriptures, embodies
thetruth of God’ swill and provision
to bring man into holiness. By
instituting the Church to be His New
Testament nation of holy people and
the Templeinwhich He dwells, God
expects every one who becomes a
living part of the Church to be haly.
In light of the New Covenant which
God hasestablished with the Church,
thetruthisthat believersor members
of the Church become holy, not by
the force or obligation of moral and
ritual codes, but by thetransformation
wrought in them by the indwelling
nature of God.

Thisisawonderful truth that some
overlook, butit containsthe powerful
revelation of the true source of
holiness. Railing accusations,
judgmental criticisms  and
condemnation, lawsand regul ations,
and self-imposed penance do not
make anyone holy. By the New
Covenant, God has covenanted to
transform sinful man into anew holy
creature. Man’ sresponsibility inthis
covenant isto comein repentance to
God and yield in faith and humility
to Him, and then God Himself will
sanctify him and cleanse him of all
his sins.

The Failure of the Old Covenant

The Old Covenant was the
covenant that God established to
define the relationship between
Himself and the peopleof Israel. Itis
also known as the Mosaic Covenant
or the Law of Moses because Moses
wasthe mediator by whom the codes
of the covenant were detailed to the
people of Israel in the wilderness.
The OIld Covenant clearly
demonstrated God’'s holiness, His
displeasurewith the sins of man, and
His will and intention to take away
man’s sins. However, the Old



PAGE 4 — SHARON STAR —July/August 2004

Covenant proved weak and useless
in enabling man to be holy and to
enter into true fellowship with God.
The Old Covenant, while declaring
God’ sstandard of holinessand God' s
demand for man to live up to His
standard of holiness, could not
provide the power that sinful man
needed to be holy (Romans 8:3-4).

In fact, the Old Covenant seemed
destined to fail from the beginning
by the nature of its construction.
Examining closely the nature of the
Old Covenant, as it was first
established at the foothills of Sinai,
one notices that the covenant was a
conditional one —its fulfillment and
its success depended primarily on
the children of Israel fulfilling their
part first, then God fulfilling His. It
was built on demands that man, in
himself, had no power to fulfill. Let
us review the covenant as it was
introduced in Exodus 19:3-8:

“And Moses went up to God, and
Jehovah called to him out of the
mountain, saying, You shall say to
the house of Jacob, and tell the sons
of Israel: Y ou haveseenwhat | didto
the Egyptians, and | bore you on
eagles' wings and brought you to
Myself. And now if you will obey
My voice indeed, and keep My
covenant, thenyou shall beapeculiar
treasureto Me above all the nations;
for all the earth is Mine. And you
shall be to Me a kingdom of priests
and aholy nation. Thesearethewords
which you shall speak to the sons of
Israel. And Moses came and called
for the elders of the people, and laid
before their faces all these words
which Jehovah commanded him. And
all the people answered together and
said, All that Jehovah has spoken we
will do. And Moses returned the
words of the people to Jehovah”
(MKJV).

Clearly, the covenant was based
on the presumptive assumption that
the children of Israel possessed the
inherent capability to obey the voice
of God, and, therefore, could have
vouched their capability to be holy,
to be obedient to God by themselves,
as an initial condition to receive
God's favour. It seems that the
children of Israel were persuaded by
this presumptive carnal mind-set
becausetheir hasty responseto Moses
was unanimous and confident: “All
that Jehovah has spokenwewill do.”

Infact, to prove how convinced they
were of their own capability, their
response remained the same even
after Moses, prior to sealing the
covenant, presented in full detail to
them the demands of the precepts
which God expected them to obey.
We read in Exodus 24:7-8:

“And he took the book of the
covenant, and read in the ears of the
people. And they said, All that
Jehovah has said we will do, and be
obedient. And Moses took the blood
and sprinkled it on the people, and
said, Behold the blood of the
covenant, which Jehovah has made
withyou concerningall thesewords”
(MKJV).

That the children of Israel could
be so presumptuousto enter into such
a covenant was an indication that
mankind was yet too steep in his
false sense of self-righteousness to
appreciate his need for God’ s mercy
and grace. This was even more so
when one thinks that this took place
so soon after their dramatic
confrontation with their total
hel plessness on the beach of the Red
Sea and the experience of God's
supreme intervention for their
deliverance (even as God reminded
them in the preamble statement of
the Old Covenant: “You have seen
what | did to the Egyptians, and |
bore you on eagles’ wings and
brought you to Myself”). God was
reminding them that the nature of
their victory and deliverance out of
Egypt and at the Red Sea was a
supernatural one, without human
efforts (Exodus 14:13-14), whereby
they werecarriedinthe Spirit—borne
on eagles’ wings. Wasn't that
reminder then aclear suggestion that
in their response to the covenant
which they were about to enter into
with God, they should consider their
total helplessness and God'’s pattern
of being their total help? Wasn't it
then an opportunity for them to
indicate to God that they
acknowledgedtheir total dependence
on God and that they would prefer to
institutionalize such a relationship
and establish a covenant that did not
depend on their doings but on God
working in them and for them?

However, what eventually took
place at the foot of Mt Sinai was a
dramatic repetition of the error of
Eve in the Garden of Eden. It was

unfortunately another case of
repeating the Edenic error of
choosing the knowledge of good and
evil instead of requesting from God
access to the tree of divine life and
enablement as a means of becoming
godly. In the Garden of Eden, Satan
deceived Eve into believing that
partaking of the fruit of the Tree of
the Knowledge of Good and Evil
(although God had forbidden it) —
being ableto know right and wrong—
was the way to become like God
(Genesis 3:1-6). At the foot of Mt
Sinai it was virtually a similar
decision: “just tell uswhat to do, and
wewill doitall.” Theerror continues
today among mankind, propagated
in the philosophy of humanism, and
various versions of a self-righteous
gospel, which proposes that man is
basically good and all he needsisto
know what God requires of him and
he can and will obey. Like it did to
Eve in the beginning of human
history, and to the children of Israel
under the Old Covenant, such an
approach to godliness always leads
to disappointment, frustration, and
moral failure.

The Mosaic Law under the Old
Covenant brought the knowledge of
sin but not the power to be holy. Paul
putsit this way in Romans 3:19-20:

“But weknow that whatever things
theLaw says, it saystothosewho are
under the Law; so that every mouth
may be stopped and all the world
may be under judgment before God,
because by the works of the Law
none of all flesh will be justified in
His sight; for through the Law isthe
knowledge of sin” (MKJV).

Itisclear that God did not fail to
display before the children of Israel
at Sinai the overwhelming
awesomeness of His Holiness. The
writer of the book of Hebrews,
comparing that event with the
situation we now enjoy under the
New Covenant of grace, describesit
this way, in Hebrews 12:18-24:

“For you have not come to the
mountain that might be touched and
that burned withfire, nor toblackness
and darkness and tempest, and the
sound of atrumpet, and the voice of
words (which voice they who heard
begged that a word should not be
spoken to them any more, for they
could not endure the thing
commanded, And if so much as a



beast should touch the mountain, it
shall bestoned or thrust through with
a dart, and so fearful was the sight
that Moses said, ‘| exceedingly fear
and quake’). But you have come to
Mount Zion and to the city of the
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,
and to an innumerable company of
angels, to the general assembly and
church of the first-born who are
written in Heaven, and to God the
judge of all, and to the spirits of just
men made perfect, and to Jesus the
M ediator of thenew covenant, and to
blood of sprinkling that speaksbetter
things than that of Abel” (MKJV).
(Compare Exodus 20:18-21).

Such awesome manifestation of
God’s holiness should have driven
the children of Israel to their knees
acknowledging their total moral
wretchednessandinability todotheir
part in meeting God’s condition of
obedience to His holy word. In
sincereconfession of their sinfulness
and helplessness, they should have
beseeched God in prayer and
supplication to give them first His
grace and enablement to meet His
conditions in the covenant — to hear
and obey Hisvoice. Indeed, it would
have brought about a different
covenant —onethat reflected thetruth
and reality of the fact of man’stotal
moral helplessness and his absolute
need of and dependence on God's
supreme power and gracetowalk in
obedience and holiness with God.
Mankindthen, asmany still dotoday,
failed to realize that without God’s
initial grace regenerating them, and
motivating and activating them to
holiness, their inherent carnal nature
and mind “isenmity against God: for
it is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be. So then they
that are in the flesh cannot please
God” (Romans 8:7-8 MKJV).

In fact, even under the Old
Covenant, God’'s mercy and grace
were made available for sanctifying
those who sincerely acknowledged
their sinfulness and hel plessnessand
their need of God’ ssanctifyinggrace.
For instance, we may recall herethat
when Isaiah, the prophet, had a
revelation of the awesome holiness
of God, his immediate reaction was
to acknowledge his own sinfulness.
“Woe is me, for | am unclean!” he
cried out in repentance and
helplessness (Isaiah 6:1-5). The
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immediate response from God was
to dispatch one of the seraphim with
a fiery coal to sanctify him. Isaiah
was made instantly and completely
holy. “Then one of the seraphs flew
to me, having alive coal in hishand,
snatched with tongs from the altar.
And helaidit on my mouth and said,
Lo, this has touched your lips; and
your iniquity istaken away, and your
sinpurged” (Isaiah 6:6-7 MKJV). In
Psalm 51, especially, and in several
other Psalms, David clearly
acknowledged his total sinfulness
and expressed his earnest need for
and his faith in God’'s grace of
sanctification. David prayed: “Have
mercy upon me, O God, according to
Y our loving-kindness; according to
themultitudeof Y our tender mercies,
blot out my transgressions....”
(Psalms 51:1 MKJV).
Introduction of the New
Covenant

It ought not be surprising,
therefore, that the record shows that
the children of Israel, on a whole,
proved themselvesto be of complete
failure in keeping their part of the
Old Covenant throughout the Old-
Testament era. They never did all
that the Lord said asthey had hastily
promised at Mt Sinai. However, this
demonstrated the ineffectiveness of
the Old Covenant and the need for a
New Covenant, if man were to be
reconciled to God in holiness and be
obedient to Him and enjoy His
blessings. The Old Covenant was
eventually annulled, and a new and
better arrangement introduced by
means of anew covenant, which can
enable man to become holy and
obtain access into the holy presence
of God (Hebrews 8:6-13; 9:11-15).

Thus, GodinHismercy eventually
offered to Israel, as well as to all
other peoples of the earth, a new
arrangement in the form of the New
Covenant, whereby God Himself
promised to initiate and produce in
man the condition of holiness which
man must havein order to obtain His
favour. Nonetheless, as generous as
hasbeenthenew arrangement offered
to mankind, both Jews and Gentiles,
under the New Covenant, there are
those who have refused to submit to
God’s righteousness, preferring
instead to pursueby their own efforts
their own self-righteousness as
means of becoming holy enough to

gain God’'s favour and blessing

(Romans 10:1-4; Galatians 3:1-3).
Distinction between the
Old and New Covenants

It is important that we note the
crucial difference between the
arrangementsunder the Old Covenant
and those under the New Covenant.
As mentioned earlier, the OIld
Covenant wasaconditional covenant.
It was premised on the presumption
that the children of Israel had the
inherent capability towalk inholiness
before God on their own. Therefore,
the covenant rested on the children
of Israel first walking in holiness
before God, fulfilling all the precepts
of theLaw. According to thetermsof
the covenant, if they did that, then
God would do His part and bestow
blessingsupon them asHispeople; if
they failed, they were cursed.

Thus with reference to holiness,
under the Old Covenant, no provision
was made to enable man to be holy.
Instead, man was expected to obey
the holy precepts of God, as though
he was inherently holy. We know
now that the Old Covenant served
the purpose of helping man come to
therealization that hewasinherently
sinful and could not walk in holiness
on his own, but needed an
arrangement with God whereby God
can enable him to be holy and
righteous (Romans 3:19-26). The
introduction of this arrangement in
the New Covenant represented the
crucial difference between the Old
and the New Covenants, with respect
to man’s holiness.

Let usread God’ sintroduction of
this new covenant as prophesied in
Jeremiah 31:31-34:

“Behold, thedaysarecoming, says
the LORD, when | will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and
with the house of Judah — not
according tothecovenant that | made
with their fathers in the day that |
took them by the hand to lead them
out of theland of Egypt, My covenant
which they broke, though | was a
husband to them, says the LORD.
But this is the covenant that | will
make with the house of Israel after
thosedays, saysthe LORD: | will put
My law intheir minds, and writeit on
their hearts; and | will be their God,
and they shall be My people. No
more shall every man teach his
neighbour, and every man hisbrother,
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saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they
all shall know Me, from the least of
them to the greatest of them, saysthe
LORD. For | will forgive their
iniquity, andtheir sinl will remember
no more” (NKJV).

In the New Covenant, the
conditionality isturned theother way.
God and not man is the first player.
I nstead of an arrangement conditional
upon man walking in holiness, the
new arrangement was now
conditional upon God in His
sovereign will and grace enabling
man to walk in holiness. Man has
now to meet no self-righteous
condition but to acknowledgethefact
that his nature is sinful, and he is
morally helplessand needsthe mercy
and graceof Godtowalk inobedience
toGod. Itisnolonger an arrangement
that depended on ‘if man will hear
the voice of God and obey His laws’
—acondition that man failed to meet
because of his inherently sinful
nature. It isnow an arrangement that
assumes man’s sinfulness and
depends on God first enabling man
tobeobedient to God: “But thisisthe
covenant that | will make with the
house of Israel after those days, says
the LORD: | will put My law in their
minds, and write it on their hearts;
and | will betheir God, and they shall
be My people. No more shall every
man teach his neighbour, and every
man his brother, saying, ‘Know the
LORD,’ for they all shall know Me,
from the least of them to the greatest
of them, says the LORD. For | will
forgive their iniquity, and their sin |
will remember no more.” According
to the terms of the New Covenant,
God isdeclaring in His sovereignty:
“Twill... T'will... 1 will...” instead of
the “if you will..., then I will...” of
the Old Covenant. Praise the Lord!

What an arrangement! The Great
I Amwasdeclaring Hisrole of being
the sovereign initiator of holiness
and righteousness in sinful man
according to His sovereign will. If
those of uswho areprivilegedtolive
under this new arrangement in this
dispensation of grace can ponder on
and comprehend the profound
implication of the New Covenant for
our holiness, we will have no doubt
that all who are believers in Christ
can and should be holy by allowing
God to forgive and take away our
iniquity andtowork inusbothtowill

and to do of His good pleasure
(Philippians 2:13).

Another of the prophets, Ezekiel,
predicted also this wonderful
arrangement and its implication for
man’s holiness under the New
Covenant in similar words to those
of Jeremiah:

“And | will sprinkle clean waters
onyou, and you shall be clean. | will
cleanse you from all your filthiness
and from your idols. And | will give
you anew heart, and | will put anew
spirit within you. And | will take
away the stony heart out of your
flesh, and | will give you a heart of
flesh. And | will put My Spirit within
you and cause you to walk in My
statutes, and you shall keep My
judgments and do them” (Ezekiel
36:25-27 MKJV).

Finally, the prophet Malachi also
prophesied this glorious sin-
cleansing work of Jesus Christinthe
Church in Malachi 3:1-3:

“ *See, | will send my messenger,
who will prepare the way before me.
Then suddenly the Lord you are
seeking will cometo Histemple; the
messenger of the covenant, whom
you desire, will come,” says the
LORD Almighty. But who canendure
the day of His coming? Who can
stand when He appears? For He will
belikearefiner’ sfireor alaunderer’s
soap. He will sit as a refiner and
purifier of silver; He will purify the
Levitesandrefinethemlikegold and
silver. Then the LORD will have
men who will bring offerings in
righteousness...” (NIV).

From the standpoint of this study,
what ishighlightedinthese Scripture
passages is the sure effectiveness of
provisions under the New Covenant
to bring sinful man into holiness.
The Law, which constituted the Old
Covenant of God with the nation of
Israel, only revealed sin. It could not
effectively takeaway sins, nor secure
true righteousness and holiness for
thepeopleof Israel. It wasintroduced
to convince people of their need of
salvation from sin, their inability to
savethemselvesfromsin, and thusto
lead them to Christ, the Saviour,
through whom God set out to deliver
and save man from sin (Galatians
3:19-29). Jesus Christ Himself
became the mediator of the New
Covenant, by which He is able to
produce true righteousness and

holinessinall whowill put their faith
inHim (Romans8:3-4; 2 Corinthians
5:17-21).

Unlike the Old Covenant, which
was confined to the people of Israel,
the New Covenant is a universal
covenant that extendsto all mankind
the opportunity to beaholy peopl e of
God (1 Peter 2:9-10). Under the New
Covenant, all who believein Christ,
called from every tribe, race, people
and nation on earth, are brought
together into anew “commonwealth
of Israel” and constitute the Church,
whichisthecorporate Body of Christ
and God's holy people (Ephesians
2:11-13; Galatians 3:13-14).

From this background, therefore,
we can explore further the truth of
the holiness of the Church as a
characteristicattribute of the Church,
and how God, under the New
Covenant, makes us, who belong to
the Church, His holy people
individually and asacorporate Body.

The Church As God's
Holy People

What Isthe Church

Weseeinthepreceding discussion
that the New Covenant makes
holiness accessible universally to all
of mankind by God. Under the New
Covenant, God Himself has promised
to impart His holy character into the
heart and mind of man. Out of this
arrangement emerges the Church, a
holy people, of whom God declares:
“and | will be their God, and they
shall be My people.” God will
sanctify in the Church all who will
believe and receive this promise of
grace as His holy people. If we
explore further the concept of the
Church, we will discover that
holiness is fundamental to the
meaning of the concept of Church. In
other words, implicit in the concept
of the Church is the idea of the
holiness of God' s people. Therefore,
let us examine closely the concept of
the Churchto consider theimportance
of the holiness of the Church.

We know that there are various
definitions that have been given to
theword“ church” by mentoday, and
many people are misled or even
confused about what thechurchreally
is. But since the Church is an
institution of God, it is to the Bible
we must turn for an authoritative
definition of what the Church really
means. Therefore, let usexaminethe



Biblical concept of the word
“church.”

Wefind that in the Biblethe word
“church” is translated from the
Hebrew words* gahal” and“ edah,”
and from the Greek word “ ekklesia”
(ek-klay-see’ -ah). Thesewordsmean
— the people of God; the collective
body of believers, as well as
congregation, assembly, and very
significantly, the Body of Christ.

However, although the concept
exists in the Old Testament, it is
mainly or only inthe New Testament
portion of the Bible that the
translators use the English word
“church.” And thisis obvious since
it is Jesus Christ who instituted the
Church, and the term “church” was
first mentioned in connection with
the well-known declaration by our
Lord Jesus in the New Testament
whenHedeclared, inMatthew 16:18:
“I will build my church; and thegates
of hell shall not prevail against it”
(KJV).TheninMatthew 18:17, Jesus
again referred to the community of
believers as “the church” in
instructing His disciples on the
procedure for disciplining an
offending brother.

In fact, in the entire four Gospels
of the New Testament, these two
references quoted above— Matthew
16:18 and Matthew 18:17 — are the
only referencesin the Gospelsto the
word “church.” The infrequent
mention of the word “church” in the
four Gospels, and itsvirtual absence
in the Old Testament, may be
explained by the fact that, whereas
the Church was founded by God in
Christ before the foundation of the
world and was typified in the Old
Testament by the company of God’s
called out people, the children of
Israel, itwasonly after the Ascension
of Jesus Christ and the outpouring of
the Holy Ghost upon Hisdisciplesin
the Upper-Room on the day of
Pentecost that the Church, which
Jesusdeclaredin Matthew 16: 18 that
He would build, began to be made
manifest (Acts 2:47). Therefore, to
understand the holy nature of the
Church, asisthefocusof thispresent
study, we will examine the meaning
of the word “church” when used by
Jesus as well as by other writers in
the New Testament.

The Ekklesia

Notwithstanding the infrequent
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mention of the term “church” in the
four Gospels, the term is mentioned
altogether in the entire New
Testament no less than 115 times,
mostly in the Book of Acts and the
writings of the apostle Paul, and to a
lesser extent in the other epistlesand
the book of the Revelations. At least
92 times this word refers to a local
congregation. The other references
are to the church general, or all
believers everywhere for all ages.

The Greek word used in all these
referencesin the New Testament for
church is “ ekklesia” (ek-klay-see’-
ah). It isthis Greek word, therefore,
that can provide us with at least the
basic definition of theterm “church”
when used in the Scriptures, and can
giveusageneral concept of thenature
of the Church, particularly insight
into its holy nature, as described in
the Scriptures.

What therefore is the meaning of
thisword“ ekklesia?’ Used 115times
intheNew Testament by Jesus Christ
and other writers in the New
Testament to refer to church, its
meaning must be fundamental to any
definition or understanding of the
natureof thechurch. The Greek word
“ekklesia” is formed from a
compound of a Greek preposition,
“ek” or“ex”, which means from or
out, and aderivativeof another Greek
word, "kaleo" (kal-eh’-0), which
means to call or summon. Thus
“ekklesia” means a calling out, a
called-out group, an exclusive
meeting. It is necessary to note that
both the words “call” and “out” are
very significant for a proper
conception of the compound word
“ekklesia” whenusedinreferenceto
the Church. It isthat which givesthe
Church its intrinsic meaning or
character of being a “called-out”
people.

Hence, when the Bible refers to
the Church of God or the Church of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Bible is
not referring to some parochial
Christian denomination that has
officially named itself “The Church
of God” or “The Church of our Lord
Jesus Christ,” and so forth. But the
Bible' sreferencetothe Church, using
theword" ekklesia,” referstoadivine
designation of apeople “called-out”
by God— apeoplewho hassincerely
and practically responded to God's
calling out from the world and the

universal sinful condition of man.

Therefore, the “Church,” the
“ekklesia” of God, when used inthe
Bible, refers to people, and more
specifically to apeoplecharacterized
by being sanctified or separated from
worldlinessand sin, whether interms
of alocal group or auniversal group
of Christian believers. Thus,
immediately implicit in the meaning
of the word “church” isthe attribute
of holiness, because holiness itself
implies sanctification or separation.
The Church, therefore, is a virtual
group or company of people, whoare
not confined to or defined by a
location or a denomination. The
principal common characteristic of
the people who form the Church of
the living God is that they are a
divinely called-out or sanctified
people — their lives and life-styles
are deeply characterized by their
completeanswer tothecall of Godto
be sanctified from sin or worldliness
and carnality.

It is important to emphasize the
significance of peopleinthe concept
of the Church being essentially a
called-out people. Only to peopleis
it given to respond to the divine
calling-out by God. The Bible does
not use the word “church” or
“ekklesia” to refer to a building
where people meet for worship, or to
aparticular religion, ortoaChristian
denomination. A building, as sacred
and elaborate as it may seem to be,
cannot respond to the call of God —
it is lifeless. And a religion or a
Christian denomination may easily
constitute of members who have not
responded to the call of God to
separation and sanctification in
Christ. Theanswer to the call of God
out of a worldly lifestyle of
ungodliness and sin is a primary
qualificationand characteristic of all
those who genuinely constitute the
real Church, thetrue ekklesia of God.

Thus we can see that by using the
word “ ekklesia” to refer to the
Church, Jesus Christ and the writers
of Scriptures were signifying by the
very name, “Church,” the solemn
and divine call to, or the vocation of,
alife of sanctification or separation
fromworldlinessand sin. Thismeans
that holiness is essentially a
fundamental characteristic of the
Church on a whole, and of every
member of the assembly or
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community of Christians who
constitute the Church. The Church,
therefore, is indeed a called-out
people, called out of the world unto
God, and made pure and holy by the
cleansing power of the blood of
Christ.

A Holy Nation

A Scriptural concept which
captures the verity of the Church’'s
call to separation from sin and
worldliness, and thus connects the
concept of Church to the concept of
holiness, is in the use of the term
“holy” to describe the character of
God’'s people. For example, Peter
refersto the people of God as aholy
nation in 1 Peter 2:9-10:

“But you are achosen generation,
aroyal priesthood, aholy nation, His
own special people, that you may
proclaim the praises of Him who
called you out of darkness into His
marvellouslight; who once were not
a people but are now the people of
God, who had not obtained mercy
but now have obtained mercy”
(NKJIV).

IntheBible, holinessis presented
as a highly reverenced attribute of
God that must be also reproduced or
manifestedin God’ speople. Weread
in 1 Peter 1:15-16: “But as He who
has called you is holy, so be ye holy
in all manner of conversation;
because it is written, Be holy; for |
am holy” (KJV).

As mentioned already, since
holiness originates in God, only by
sharing God’s holy nature can any
man be truly holy. In the New
Testament, the Greek word from
which “holiness” is translated is
“hagiasmos.” Both “ hagiasmos’
andtheadjective” hagios’ (hag’-ee-
0s), which means pure or morally
blamelessandistranslated “holy” in
the New Testament, are used for
referring to the holiness of both God
and man. The basic meaning,
therefore, conveyed by the concept
of holiness with regard to God's
people is that of possessing and
manifesting the hallowed nature of
God; andthus, by extension, it means
to be set apart or separated from
worldliness and sin, and to be
consecrated to God by theHoly Spirit.

Therefore, the holiness that the
Christian believer is called upon to
possess and manifest is essentially
thesameholinessthat God possesses.

“Be holy; for | am holy,” is God's
divinechargetothebelieverinChrist.
Such aconcept of holiness describes
God'’s purity, majesty and glory in
His exaltation high above all
creatures and, at the same time, it
denotes also God's own
righteousness imparted into the
human nature by God’s indwelling
the believer in Christ.
Holiness of God

Character of God

Holinessis adefining attribute of
God’s character. Holiness as a
characteristic attribute of God is
emphasized throughout the Bible. A
few examples are: “Whoislikeyou,
O Lord?’ (Exodus 15:11); “Thereis
none holy like the Lord” (1 Samuel
2:2); “Who shall not fear You, O
Lord... For You alone are holy”
(Revelations 15:4). God'’s attribute
of holiness presents God as
possessing an awesome sanctity that
separates and distinguishes Him far
above His creatures.

TheOld Testamentisquitegraphic
in presenting God in this glorious,
awesome manner. For example,
consider for amoment the awesome
inapproachability of God’ s presence
or of the symbols of His presence
shown in these accounts of Old
Testament events:

God’sholy presenceat Mt Sinai
— Exodus 19:10-12 (NKJV):

“Then the LORD said to Moses,
‘Go to the people and consecrate
them today and tomorrow, and let
themwashtheir clothes. Andlet them
beready for thethird day. For on the
third day the LORD will come down
upon Mount Sinai in the sight of all
the people. Y ou shall set bounds for
the people all around, saying, “Take
heed to yourselvesthat you do not go
up to the mountain or touch its base.
Whoever touches the mountain shall
surely be put to death....”””

Hebrews 12:20-21 (NKJV):

“(For they could not endure what
was commanded: ‘ And if so much as
abeast touchesthe mountain, it shall
be stoned or shot with an arrow.’
And so terrifying was the sight that
Mosessaid, ‘| am exceedingly afraid
and trembling.’)”

God’sholy presencein the holy
of holies— Hebrews 9:2-8 (NKJV):

“For a tabernacle was prepared:
the first part, in which was the
lampstand, the table, and the

showbread, which is called the
sanctuary; and behind thesecond veil
... which is called the Holiest of All
... Now when these things had been
thusprepared, thepriestsalwayswent
into the first part of the tabernacle,
performing the services. But into the
second part thehigh priest went alone
onceayear, not without blood, which
he offered for himself and for the
people’s sins committed in
ignorance; theHoly Spirit indicating
this, that the way into the Holiest of
All was not yet made manifest while
the first tabernacle was still
standing.”

God’sholy presencesymbolized
by the Ark of the Covenant — 1
Chronicles 13:9-10 (NKJV):

“Andwhenthey cameto Chidon’s
threshing floor, Uzzaput out hishand
toholdtheark, for the oxen stumbled.
Then the anger of the LORD was
aroused against Uzza, and He struck
him because he put his hand to the
ark; and he died there before God.”

These dramatic incidents in the
Old Testament describe the utter
reverence of the holiness of God's
presence as displayed before the
people of Israel. The holiness of
God’'s presence is presented as a
hallowed aurathat absol utely forbids
any form of contamination or
disrespect by man or beast. The
contrastintheNew Testament where
the presence of God has become
easily accessible to man must not be
misconstrued to mean that God has
compromised or lowered the standard
and awesomeness of His holiness to
accommodate sinful man.

Extended to Man

The glorious Cross of Calvary
makes real that symbolic ladder
which has spanned the height
between God and man without
compromising God'’ sdivineholiness.
God’s Incarnation in the form of
Christ (deity indwelling humanity),
therenting of theveil that barred the
holy of holiesin thetemple, Christ’'s
death on the cross and His
resurrection and ascensioninto glory
are important events designed and
executed by God to take away man’s
sins and to transform and elevate
humanity from its sinfulness into
God’s holiness without any
compromise to the holiness of God.

Thesehistorical eventsaltogether
and in their respective ways opened



to mankind the fountain-source of a
holy life. Their ultimate divine
purpose was to bring man into
reconciliation and communion with
God in Hisholiness. And as by faith
we grasp the divine significance and
meaning of these glorious events,
especially asincidentsinvolving such
monumental divinecost and sacrifice,
we can appreciatethe extent towhich
God has gone, and the efficacy of
these God-ordained requirements, to
bring humanity into holy fellowship
with Deity.

In other words, the monumental
divine cost and sacrifice that these
redemptive events represent
demonstrate how important it was
for Godto bring salvationtomankind
in that manner. We will recall that
Jesus prayed in the Garden of
Gethsemane for an alternative way,
perhapslesssevere, but Heeventually
had to submit to that way as the
inevitable will of God. Moreover,
the greatness of the price that God
hadto pay for our salvation highlights
how far man had fallen, the
magnitude of what was required to
restore mankind, and how important
man’s salvation is to God. In all of
this, we can appreciate God’s
amazing gracethat bridged that huge
gap between God's holiness and
man’s sinfulness through this great
salvation. Why then should we doubt
that God can and will make us holy?
“Truly Hewho did not spareHisown
Son, but delivered Him up for us all,
how shall Henot withHimalso freely
give us all things’ (Romans 8:32
MKJIV)?

Declared in Man

Now, therefore, God’s people are
called of God and expected by God
toshareinand manifest Hisholiness.
“Be holy; for I am holy,” is the
admonition God gives to all His
people (1 Peter 1:16). It must be
noted that this declaration to be holy
is not merely a legalistic command
by God. There is divine creative
power unleashed in this divine
declarationto be holy, if we can hear
itand perceiveit rightly, and respond
to it by faith. In the beginning of
creation when darkness covered the
earth, it was a divine declaration —
“Let there be light!” — that brought
forth light out of total darkness
(Genesis1:3). AccordingtoHebrews
11:3: “By faith we understand that
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the worlds were framed by the word
of God, so that the things which are
seen were not made of things which
arevisible” (NKJV).

Therefore, similarly, this
declaration by God Himself to the
believer tobeholy asHeisholy isan
appeal to our faith. Actually, God is
commanding usto grasp by faith the
divine potential of being holy that
Heimpartsto our humanity when by
the new birth He makes us partakers
of His holy nature. The hour has
come for sons of God in this
generation to hear the voice of God
in His call for holiness, and believe
and live in true holiness. It is not a
call to intensify some sort of pious
conduct of self-righteousness or
religious ceremony, but acall for the
Christian believer to respond to the
quickening and sanctifying power of
theindwelling Holy Spirit of God; it
isacall for every believer to rise up
to genuine holiness, into an anointed
disposition or lifestyle that rejects
and renounces all of the moral
perversionand carnal practiceswhich
challenge the holy character of the
Church today. Our response to the
call of God to be holy must be like
the resurrection of Lazarusto lifein
response to the life-giving voice of
the word of Jesus, though Lazarus
was already dead and buried for four
daysin atomb (John 11:38-44). We
can be holy as God is holy because
God speaksinto us, in our dead sinful
state, to arise and be holy as He is
holy.

God Makes Us Holy

The Sanctifying Work of God

Every Christian believer who will
acknowledge or has experienced the
frustration and pain of human moral
weaknesswill find comfort and hope
in the truth that the sanctification of
believers in the Church in response
to God' s call to holiness is the work
of the Holy Spirit. In our humanity,
we are weak. But in calling us to
holinessinthe Church, God hasgiven
theHoly Ghostto help ourinfirmities,
and to enable us to respond without
compromise to the divine call to
holinessin this present evil world. |
am convinced that Christians will
live holy lives when they yield to,
and depend absolutely on, the Holy
Spirit to produce holiness in them.

Therefore, do not try to become
holy on your own, my dear brothers

and sisters. Of course, it is good to
try or endeavour to be holy, to
“hunger andthirst for righteousness,”
but you will not succeed by your self
efforts to be holy. Let God fill you
with His holiness. Y our hunger and
thirst for righteousness must be a
symptom and realization of your own
helplessnessin being holy, and your
total dependence on God to make
you holy. Jesus said, “Blessed are
those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness: for they shall befilled”
(Matthew 5:6 NKJV).

If you have been trying to pursue
holiness by your own self efforts, by
now you have experienced a lot of
frustration and failure. You need to
humbly turn to God and, in prayer
and supplicationswithfaith, ask Him
for thewill and power tobeholy. The
Holy Ghost isthe onewho ismaking
usholy, andthe processmysteriously
involves the impartation and
manifestation of God’ sdivinenature
withinus. Therefore, itisimperative
that every believer who wants to be
holy walk in the Spirit — we must
submit or yieldtotheHoly Spirit and
let Him accomplish His work of
sanctification in us. In fact, there is
no stagein our Christian devel opment
wherewe canwalk in holinesson our
own. Our walk in holiness with God
will always be a walk of absolute
dependence on God (John 15:4;
Galatians 3:1-3).

In 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14, Paul
makes it clear that the sanctification
of thebeliever isawork of the Spirit:

“But we are bound to give thanks
always to God for you, brethren
beloved of the Lord, because God
has from the beginning chosen you
to salvation through sanctification
of the Spirit and belief of the truth:
Whereunto he called you by our
gospel, to the obtaining of the glory
of our Lord Jesus Christ” (MKJV).

Peter, recognizing the role of the
divine power of God in making the
Church holy, declaresto believersin
2 Peter 1:2-4:

“Graceand peace be multiplied to
you in the knowledge of God and of
Jesus our Lord, as His divine power
has given to usall thingsthat pertain
to life and godliness, through the
knowledge of Him who called us by
glory and virtue, by which have been
given to us exceedingly great and
precious promises, that through these
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you may be partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption
that is in the world through lust”
(NKJIV).

AndthenthereisPaul’ swonderful
description of the Church’'s
relationship to Christ in Ephesians
5:25-27:

“Husbands, loveyour wives, even
as Christ also loved the church, and
gave Himself for it; That He might
sanctify and cleanse it with the
washing of water by the Word, that
He might present it to Himself a
glorious church, not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it
should be holy and without blemish”
(KJV).

For example, in 1 Corinthians
1:30, 2 Thessalonians 2:13, and 1
Peter 1:2, the concept of holiness or
sanctificationusedin connectionwith
Christianbelieversrefersspecifically
to separation to God by the presence
and work of Christ, the Holy Spirit,
or the divine nature of God within
the believer. It also denotes the
resulting state or quality and, of
course, the consequent conduct,
befitting those so separated or
sanctified (for example, see 1
Thessalonians 4:3,4, 7, Romans
6:19,22, 1 Timothy 2:15, and
Hebrews 12:14). It is also important
to notefromthese Scripture passages
that the holiness or sanctification of
God’'s people is thus a state
predetermined by God for believers.
Asmentioned before, itistheultimate
purpose of God in the plan of
salvation. Holiness is afundamental
aspect of the Christian believer's
reason of existence, and it defines
hislife-stylein Christ in the midst of
thisworld. God by grace calls every
Christianbeliever intothat holy state,
and exhorts him to continuein it by
the empowerment of the Spirit of
God.

Believers, in being called to
partake of the holiness of God, must
respond to God with faith. While
conscious of their total helplessness
to overcome sin on their own, they
must, at the same time, respond to
the quickening power of the
indwelling Christ with a firm
awareness of, and yielding to, the
operation of God’ spower of holiness
within to free them completely from
the bondage of sin and death. Paul
admonishes us to reckon ourselves

to be dead to sin but alive to God in
Christ Jesus (Romans 6:11). In fact,
the basic concept of “reckoning
ourselves to be dead indeed to sin,
but alive to God in Christ Jesus our
Lord” refers to that which we
mentioned before asthe renewing of
our mind-set into a mind-set that is
convinced of the possibility of
Christian holy living. Thus holiness
isnot only an ideal to be pursued by
a believer, but a characteristic
experience in Christian living.

By submitting to the power of the
Spirit of holiness within them,
believers are cleansed from all
defilement, thusforsaking sin, living
a “holy” life (Romans 6:12-14; 1
Peter 1:15; 2 Peter 3:11), and
experiencing real fellowship with
God in His holiness (1 John 1:7). In
other words, the believer must focus
onand trust in the power of God who
calls himto holiness, and respond to
that divine power which produces
that holinessin him. Itistruethat in
the flesh we are weak and cannot
walk in holiness on our own. But we
must understand that God is willing
and able to make us holy.

Hence, it isafalseand deceitful
sense of humility that many
believers hang on to, but which
neither brings benefit to us, nor
any glory to God, to remain
dwelling in our weaknesses and
carnality, by failing to enter into
God’ sabundant provision of grace,
which can enable us to overcome
sin and live holy lives.

Sainthood and Sonship

Who Are Saints?

Are saints so-called beatified
deceased believers who lived
extraordinary Christian lives on
earth? Or is sainthood the expected
Christianlife-styleonearthfor every
believer in Christ? Interestingly, in
the Bible, Christian believers are
called “saints,” which is translated
from the Greek word “ hagioi” and
means separated, sanctified or holy
ones. It is then also interesting to
notethat theword*“ hagioi” translated
into “saints” is a derivative of the
word “ hagiosune,” which denotes
the manifestation of the quality of
holiness in personal conduct. It is
used in Romans 1:4 concerning the
absolute holiness of Christ in the
daysof Hisflesh, whichdistinguished
Him from all merely human beings.

Itisinteresting becausethat Scripture
passage indicates that it is through
the Spirit of holiness or sainthood
that Jesus in His humanity was
declared or appointed with power to
bethe Son of God by Hisresurrection
from the dead. Therefore, the call of
the Christian believer to sainthood
or holiness is a call to Sonship, the
entering into which is absolutely
dependent upon the operation of the
Spirit within the believer.

The apostle John makes a clear
and fundamental connection between
sainthood and Sonshipin 1 John 3:2-
10, and it would be helpful in the
light of this study to take a look at
that Scripture passage:

“Beloved, now we are children of
God, and it has not yet been revealed
what we shall be. But we know that
when He shall be revealed, we shall
belike Him, for we shall see Him as
He is. And everyone who has this
hope on him purifies himself, even
as that One is pure. Everyone who
practices sin also practices
lawlessness, for sin is lawlessness.
And you know that He was reveal ed
that He might takeaway our sins, and
inHimisnosin. Everyonewho abides
in Him does not sin. Everyone who
sins has not seen Him nor known
Him. Little children, let no one
deceive you. He who does
righteousness is righteous, even as
that One is righteous. He who
practices sin is of the Devil, for the
Devil sins from the beginning. For
this purpose the Son of God was
revealed, that He might undo the
works of the Devil. Everyone who
hasbeen born of God doesnot commit
sin, because Hisseed remainsin him,
and he cannot sin, because he has
been born of God. Inthisthechildren
of God arerevealed, and the children
of the Devil: everyone not practising
righteousness is not of God, also he
who does not love his brother”
(MKJV).

That Scripture passage is self-
explicit. To be born of God and be a
Son of God in the midst of this
crooked and perverse world is to
possess the attribute of God’'s
holiness; it is to have the power not
to sin because of being born of God,
even when temptations relentlessly
beset. It is living the holy life of a
saint of God by virtue of being an
offspring or Son of God. However, it



is necessary to note that sainthood,
like Sonship, is not an attainment of
human efforts. No human being can
take upon himself such astatus. Itis
a state into which God in grace lifts
or placesordinary human beingswho
come to believe in Christ, and are,
therefore, born of God to become
sons of God (John 1:12-13). The
working of the law of the indwelling
“Spirit of lifein Christ” or the Spirit
of holinesswithinthebeliever, rather
than the believer’s self-efforts, sets
him free from the law of sin and
death, and makes him holy or
appointshiminto sainthood (Romans
8:1-4). Hallelujah! But in entering
into sainthood, like entering into
Sonship, there must first cometo the
Christian believer an awakening to
the realization or a profound
revelation of the truth or reality of
theindwelling of the Spirit of Christ,
or the Spirit of the Son of God, or the
Spirit of holiness within, and a
faithful submissiontotheHoly Spirit
asHedevelopswithinhimacharacter
of holiness, and leads him in a path
of righteousness (Romans 8:5-17).
Inother words, the pointisthat, if we
are going to be saints and Sons of
God in this world, we must hear the
voice of God declaring to us to be
holy as He is holy; we must have
faith in God’s declared word,
submitting absolutely toit, andliving
by it a holy life. Indeed, this is
responding to the call to sainthood.

Whereas holiness denotes that
unique attribute of God that presents
Deity far above humanity, the
concept of sainthood — the presence
of the Spirit of holiness within man
— reveal sthe glorious possibility of
thereality of aman being aholy man
or a saint even while here in this
world. But, as has been said again
and again in this study, to fully
experiencetrueholinessor sainthood,
Christian believers need to renew
their minds; that is, to demolish the
old crippled mind-set that causes
them to perceive themselves as still
slavesto sin, and not as saints whom
the power of theindwelling Spirit of
holiness has set free from the forces
of sin and death. In other words, the
victory of holiness in a believer’'s
lifeisvirtually avictory of the mind.
Paul putsit thisway inRomans12:1-
2

“| beseechyoutherefore, brethren,
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by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodiesaliving sacrifice,
holy, acceptable to God, which is
your reasonable service. And do not
be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that you may prove what is
that good and acceptable and perfect
will of God” (NKJV).

That Scripture passage, which
makes it clear that we can be
completely transformed by the
renewing of our minds, supports the
well-known adage: “you are what
you think you are.” Therefore, we
need to stop allowing ourselves to
becomeintimidated by thechallenges
of living holy lives in this present
world, and renounce the lies of the
devil, who tries to convince us that
the time and place for holy living is
not here and now. On the contrary,
the Bibleteachesthat God hascalled
usand hasgiven usthegrace“tolive
self-controlled, upright and godly
lives in this present age...” (Titus
2:12 NIV).

Sainthood and the Church

Indeed, the call to holiness or
sainthood, as it directly pertains to
the Church, is brought out clearly in
the Scriptures. For instance, Paul,
writingtothelocal churchinthecity
of Corinth, addressed them in this
way:
“Unto the church of God whichis
at Corinth, tothemthat are sanctified
in Christ Jesus, called to be saints,
with all that in every place call upon
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,
both theirs and ours: Grace be unto
you, and peace, from God our Father,
and from the Lord Jesus Christ”
(1 Corinthians 1:2-3 KJV).

[tisinteresting to notethat herein
this Scripture passage Paul is
referring to the believers at Corinth
asthose who are“called to be saints,
with all that in every place call upon
the name of Jesus Christ....” Here,
Paul showsthepossibility of ordinary
humanity everywhere rising to the
glorious level of sainthood by the
grace of God. No where in the
Scriptures is sainthood taught, like
some have it, as some sort of
exclusive status bestowed on a
Christian after death for exceptional
practice of virtue and good deeds
while on earth. According to the
Scriptures, God honours no one in
heaven on the basis of human

endeavour and self-righteousness. In
His presence, there shall no flesh
glory (1 Corinthians 1:29).

If we must glory, we can only
glory in the Cross, which signifies
God’'s abundant grace and mercy
extended to fallen humanity. And so,
sainthood, which actually means
those who are sanctified in Christ, is
acall to “all that in every place call
upon the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord,” and it, therefore, embraces
the whole Church. Many believers
excuse themselves from a holy life,
and still consider themselvesto be a
part of the Church, because they
assume that a holy life is for
exceptional Christians. The call to
holinessisfor all Christian believers
in the Church of theliving God. And
no true Christian can excuse himself
from this solemn call.

Itisclear that thedivinecall of the
Church, ekklesia, isidentical to that
of sainthood, hagioi, in that it is the
one and the same call of Christian
believers out of sin and worldliness
into aholy consecration to God. The
saints are thus referred to in
Scriptures in various terms that
denote the body of holy believers
constituting the Church of theliving
God: for example “aholy temple” (1
Corinthians 3:17); “the Church”
(Ephesians 2:21, 5:27); “a holy
priesthood” (1 Peter 2:5); “a holy
nation” (1 Peter 2:9). Therefore,
conceptually, “the Church”, “aholy
people”, and “saints’ are identical
concepts that imply a people
sanctifiedfromall that whichissinful
and corrupt. The Church is God’'s
holy people. Therefore, whether itis
in terms of bringing forth saints, or
the ekklesia, a called-out people, or
Sons of God, the call to holiness is
one which primarily defines and
characterizes the nature of the true
Church.

Conclusion

We can now concludeon thebasis
of sound Scriptural teachings that
the Churchisan institution of God’s
holy people. Everyone who is atrue
part of the Church can and must be
holy. Holiness is an invariable
criterion that defines the character
and conduct of all who belong to the
Church. There can be no exemption
or compromise to this divine
criterion. Paul puts it plainly:
“Nevertheless, the solid foundation
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of God stands, having thisseal: ‘ The
Lord knowsthosewho are His,” and,
‘Let everyone who names the name
of Christ depart from iniquity’” (2
Timothy 2:19 NKJV).

Therefore the concept of an
ekklesia, a called-out people, used
by the Holy Ghost in the Scriptures
to identify the Church in thisworld,
should not be taken lightly. It has a
fundamental purpose of identifying
the characteristic nature of the
holinessof theChurchinthisperverse
and ungodly world. In other words,
the concept of an ekklesia, a called-
out people, gives to the Church
uniqueness or exclusiveness in
character that fundamentally
distinguishesit by itsholinessin the
world. And every believer who is
truly a part of the Church must
manifest a holy character.

This study has shown that God
will help us, who belong to the
Church, to be holy. If we humbly
look to God, He will give us both the

It should be evident that thefather
of offencesis the god of thisworld,
more precisely, Satan or the Devil.
This goes back to his rebellion in
Heaven when he desired to be like
the Most High. "How art thou fallen
from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the
morning! how art thou cut down to
the ground, which didst weaken the
nations! For thou hast said in thine
heart, | will ascend into heaven, |
will exalt my throne above the stars
of God: | will sit also upon the mount
of the congregation, in the sides of
the north: | will ascend above the
heights of the clouds; | will be like
themost High" (Isa. 14:12-14K JV).
He took offence because he did not
likethat there was someonewho was
more important than hewas, anditis
often the same today. We may feel
that we are not treated asimportantly
as we think we should be. "What
causes fights and quarrels among
you? Don't they come from your de-
siresthat battlewithinyou?Y ouwant
something but don't get it" (James

will and power to be holy. His grace
is abundantly available for us.
Holiness should be a normal,
characteristic way of life for every
true Christian. We must ook to God
to inspire us with the firm faith and
conviction that He is willing and
able to remove sin from our lives
completely. The Blood of Christ can
and does cleanse and purge us, who
believe in Christ, from all sins, and
the Holy Spirit of God can and does
enable ustowalk as Sons of God and
saintsin sincere holinessin the midst
of this present corrupt world.

Let us, therefore, reject the
misguided mind-set of inevitable
sinning that tends to spiritually and
morally paralyse so many professing
Christians into a state of perpetual
feebleness. Let our faith and mind be
established onthetruth clearly taught
by the Scripturesthat God iswilling
and able to make His people a holy
people. If, whenwewerein our sinful
state, helpless or dead in our sins,
God, by grace, ministered to us and

Offences

By F.T. Paterson

4:1-2NIV).| daresay | amcorrectin
saying that most, if not all, wars and
conflicts, as well as quarrels of any
sort, are fuelled by offences. We see
the first reported case of human of-
fence in the account of Cain and
Abel. They brought their offeringsto
God, and God accepted Abel's sacri-
fice, but did not have respect to Cain
and his offering. Cain was offended
and very wroth, so much so that he
slew his brother (Gen. 4:5).

Not only are others hurt, but we
ourselves are hurt by offences. The
results of offencesare many and var-
ied; they tear us apart. We avoid one
another, causing disunity,
unforgiveness, bitterness and many
other things to manifest themselves
because of offences. The church
should be an island of peace in the
midst of troubled waters; yet we see
churches split, brother and sister at
odds with one another, and the body
of Christ compromised in ways that
should never be named among us.

Offencesdo not stop at thedoor of

quickened us to rise up and walk in
thelife and Spirit of His Son; by His
grace He will enable usto live holy
and overcoming lives in Christ.
Therefore, “now, being made free
from sin, and having become slaves
to God, you have your fruit to
holiness, andtheend everlastinglife’
(Romans 6:22 MK JV).

Let us end this study on holiness
with Paul’ sreminder in Titus 2:11-14
of the good news of the gospel of the
Kingdom that the grace of salvation
empowers usto live haly lives:

“For the grace of God that brings
salvation has appeared to all men,
teaching usthat, denying ungodliness
and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly in
the present age, looking for the
blessed hope and glorious appearing
of our great God and Saviour Jesus
Christ, who gave Himself for us, that
He might redeem us from every
lawless deed and purify for Himself
His own special people, zealous for
good works” (NKJV).

the church, but extend to our
neighbours and many other situa-
tions. In the last while we have seen
aterm emerge called “Road Rage;”
peopl e are of fended because of some
real, or imagined, traffic offence.
Someone cut them of f or passed them
whenthey werenot supposedto. This
hasledto physical violenceand even
murder. | observed a situation, not
long ago, where a young man was
shouting obscenities at another ve-
hicle for some infraction that had
been committed. As | got closer, |
saw the universal symbol of Chris-
tianity, afish, onhisvehicle. | do not
know if this person was a Christian
or not, but if hewas: WHAT A TES-
TIMONY!

Brother, sister: theworldiswatch-
ing us, hearing our message of salva-
tion, deliveranceand peace. Arethey
observing the fruits of a spiritual
life, or hearing empty words without
their manifestation being observed
in our lives? Jesus upbraided the
Scribesand Pharisees, callingthema



whitened sepulchrefull of dead men's
bones (Matt. 23:27). They were
beautiful on the outside, but had no
substance ontheinside. | have heard
it said, when someoneisoffended, “I
am grieved in my spirit.” Thereisa
grieving of the spirit when we seethe
evil around us, but let's not try to
dress up offences in religious gar-
ments. Because of our relationship
with Christ and our walk inthe Spirit,
to take offence at a brother or sister
in whom Christ dwells is actually
taking an offence in Christ. “And
blessed ishe, whosoever shall not be
offended in me” (Matt. 11:6 KJV).
This does not give us license for an
offenceinthechurchorintheworld,
for the scripture is plain that we are
not to take offence. “Woe unto the
world because of offences! for it must
needsbethat offencescome; but woe
to that man by whom the offence
cometh!” (Matt. 18:7 KJV). Arthur
Barry was ajewel thief that became
somewhat famous in the 1920s be-
cause he only stole from the very
wealthy. It even became somewhat
of a status symbol to have been
robbed by him. He was caught and
spent anumber of yearsin prison. In
prison, hemadeup hismindto change
his lifestyle and moved to a small
town and became a productive citi-
zen. Eventually, anewspaper reporter
recognized himandinterviewed him.
Oneof thequestionsasked was, “ Can
youremember whoyou stolethemost
from?’ He answered, “The person |
stolethemost fromwasArthur Barry.
| wasted many yearsinwhich | could
have been ateacher, doctor, engineer
or many other things which would
have benefited mankind.” It is the
same with giving offences: the per-
son that is hurt most is one's self.

It is bad enough when offences
are directed at those that are outside
our family circle, but many times
these are directed at family. Broken
marriages result with families torn
apart. Husbands and wives barely
tolerating one another are anything
but loving participants in the mar-
riage. This has a devastating effect
on the children, who must wonder
what will happen, causing them to
live in insecurity. Because of of-
fences, wholefamiliesaredevastated
and go their separate ways. Siblings
are torn apart and may not speak to
oneanother for therest of their lives.
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There arereports of family members
reduced to hating one another and,
years later, they could not even re-
member the offence that started it
all.

We have concentrated on taking
offence thus far, but scripture also
tellsnot to giveoffence. “Wegiveno
offense in anything, that our minis-
try may not be blamed” (2 Cor. 6:3
NKJV). “Give none offence, neither
to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor
to the church of God” (1 Cor. 10:32
KJV). | realize that people can take
offence at almost everything; but as
Christians, we are as much as pos-
sible to live at peace with all men
(Rom. 12:18). Whenan offencetakes
place, itisusually theresult of pride
on the part of the one that is of-
fended, and possibly a lack of dis-
cernment on the one giving the of-
fence. The scripture points out that
pride causes contention. “Only by
pride cometh contention: but with
the well advised is wisdom” (Prov.
13:10 KJV). We are not to give of-
fenceinword orindeed. “ And do not
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with
whom you were seal ed for the day of
redemption. Get rid of all bitterness,
rage and anger, brawling and slan-
der, alongwith every form of malice.
Be kind and compassionate to one
another, forgiving each other, just as
in Christ God forgave you” (Eph.
4:30-32 NIV).

If there is an offence; there needs
to be forgiveness; if not, the offence
will grow into bitterness, and defile
not only those who are involved, but
the whole church. “Looking dili-
gently lest any man fail of the grace
of God; lest any root of bitterness
springing up troubleyou, andthereby
many bedefiled;” (Heb.12:15KJV).
“For if ye forgive men their tres-
passes, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you: But if ye forgive
not men their trespasses, neither will
your Father forgive your trespasses”
(Matt. 6:14-15K JV). Isit not better
to defuse a situation before it esca-
lates rather than hope it will im-
prove? In most cases, the situation
will not improve, but will get worse:
“Dear friends, never avenge your-
selves. Leave that to God. For it is
written, ‘1 will takevengeance; | will
repay those who deserveit,’” saysthe
Lord. Instead, dowhat the Scriptures
say: ‘If your enemies are hungry,

feed them. If they are thirsty, give
them something to drink, and they
will be ashamed of what they have
done for you.” Don't let evil get the
best of you, but conquer evil by
doing good” (Rom. 12:19-21 NLT).
“Therefore, if you are offering your
gift at the altar and there remember
that your brother has something
against you, leave your gift therein
front of the altar. First go and be
reconciledtoyour brother; then come
and offer your gift. Settle matters
quickly with your adversary who is
taking you to court” (Matt. 5:23-25
NIV). Apologizequickly, evenif you
feel you are not wrong; for a soft
answer turns away wrath and griev-
ouswordsstir up anger (Prov. 15:1).
If you have been at odds with some-
one and they come to make things
right, | urgeyou not to hang onto the
hurt; be forgiving, even though you
may feel that you are right and the
other person is at fault. Often we
find it very difficult to forget when
we have been hurt, but we can still
forgive with the help of the Holy
Spirit. “No, dear brothers, | am still
not all | should be, but | am bringing
all my energies to bear on this one
thing: Forgetting the past and |ook-
ingforwardtowhat liesahead,” (Phil.
3:13 TLB). It is pride that keeps us
from making the offence right.
“Where no wood is, there the fire
goeth out: so where thereisno tale-
bearer, the strife ceaseth. As coals
are to burning coals, and wood to
fire; soisacontentiousmantokindle
strife” (Prov. 26:20-21 KJV).“But|
say unto you, Love your enemies,
blessthem that curse you, do good to
them that hateyou, and pray for them
which despitefully use you, and per-
secuteyou;” (Matt. 5:44 KJV). We
have no-fault insurance for our auto-
mobiles, and the insurance company
fixes the damage without laying
blame. Wouldn't it be wonderful to
have no-fault forgiving where the
blame is forgiven regardless of who
isat fault?

It is evident that if there is no
offence, forgivenessis not required,
andif thereisno offencetaken, there
is peace. We can choose to be of-
fended and we can choosetoforgive.
No oneforcesusto be offended or to
not forgive. The story is told of a
man who went to by apaper at anews
stand, and the clerk was very rudeto
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him. He, in turn treated the clerk
with courtesy. When asked why he
did so, hereplied, “I'm not going to
let himtell mehow tolivetoday or to
ruin my day.” No one ever became
bitter by not being offended. The
following is a motto that we could
put on our fridge with the different
sayingsthat weoften put there, along
with the pictures and drawings from
our children and grandchildren.
“Forgivenesstakesplacewhenlove
accepts the abrasions of life and
dropsall chargesagainst theother
person.”

Great peace havethey which love
thy law: and “ nothing shall offend
them” (Psa. 119:165K JV). Peaceis
oneresult of forgiveness. God'sword
tellsushow to achieve peace and the
rewardsof that peace. “ Y ouwill keep
himin perfect peace, Whose mind is
stayed on Y ou, Because he trustsin
You” (Isa. 26:3 NKJV). “This is
what the LORD says - your Re-
deemer, theHoly Oneof Israel: ‘| am
the LORD your God, who teaches
you what isbest for you, who directs
youintheway you should go. If only
you had paid attention to my com-
mands, your peace would have been
like ariver, your righteousness like
thewavesof thesea'” (Isa. 48:17-18
NIV). “All this| have spoken while
still with you. But the Counsellor,
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, will teach you
all things and will remind you of
everything | have said to you. Peace
| leave with you; my peace | give
you. | do not giveto you astheworld
gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled and do not be afraid” (John

14:25-27NIV).“I havetoldyouthese
things, so that in me you may have
peace. In this world you will have
trouble. But take heart! | have over-
cometheworld” (John 16:33 NI V).

Bitterness and bad feelings will
fester and becomeworseif we do not
deal with them quickly. With the
help of the Lord, we are able to put
the hurts aside, enter into the grace
of forgiveness and partake of the
peace that the Lord has promised.
“So, remove grief and anger from
your heart and put away pain from
your body, because childhood and
the prime of life are fleeting” (Eccl.
11:10 NASU). Actually, lifeistoo
short to spend our time living in
anger and bitternesswhen thereis so
much of love and joy to be enjoyed
by walking in the way of peace and
the paths of righteousness. “Rejoice
intheLordalways. | will sayitagain:
Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evi-
dent to all. The Lord is near. Do not
be anxious about anything, but in
everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your re-
gueststo God. Andthe peace of God,
which transcends all understanding,
will guard your heartsand your minds
in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers,
whatever is true, whatever is noble,
whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is ad-
mirable-if anything is excellent or
praiseworthy-think about such
things” (Phil. 4:4-8 NI1V).

Church history records many
grievousthingswhich havehappened
becauseof religiousoffences. People
are treated despicably, tortured,
scourged, burned at the stake; and

even crucified, al in the name of
religious truth. | watched a docu-
mentary onthelifeof Conrad Grebel,
one of the leaders of the Anabaptist
movement. He was persecuted by
the reform movement because of his
belief inbelieversbaptismrather than
infant baptism. These same reform-
ers had been cruelly treated by the
Roman church not many years be-
fore. All becausetheir religiousviews
differed from those accepted astruth
by the persecutors. In the closing
scenes of the film, Conrad Grebel,
tied to a stake in a cart, beaten and
bloodied, wasbeing paraded through
the streetsto aplace where hewasto
be burned at the stake. The greatest
example of religious intolerance is
foundinthegospelsintheaccount of
the crucifixion of Jesus. “But hewas
wounded for our transgressions, he
was bruised for our iniquities: the
chastisement of our peace was upon
him; and with his stripes we are
healed” (Isa. 53:5 KJV). Though
the method of execution may have
been different, the samefate awaited
the disciples and church leaders of
theearly church. It hasbeen the same
down through church history; from
the arenas of Rome to the ecclesias-
tical courts of the Spanish inquisi-
tion, men and women have been
martyred becausethey refusedtogive
up that which they considered to be
the will of God.

Jesus said that (in the end of the
age) the angels would gather all
things that offend, and in judgment
cast theminto thefire (Matt. 13:41-
42).

In Everything Give Thanks

“Blessed bethe God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, which
according to hisabundant mercy hath
begotten us again unto alively hope
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, To an inheritance
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven
for you, Who are kept by the power
of God through faith unto salvation
ready to berevealed in the last time.

By Albert Hannigan

Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though
now for aseason, if need be, yearein
heaviness through manifold
temptations: That the trial of your
faith, being much morepreciousthan
of gold that perisheth, though it be
tried with fire, might be found unto
praise and honour and glory at the
appearing of Jesus Christ: Whom
having not seen, ye love; in whom,
though now ye see him not, yet

believing, ye rejoice with joy
unspeakable and full of glory:
Receiving theend of your faith, even
the salvation of your souls” (1 Peter
1:3-9).

“Rejoicing in hope; patient in
tribulation; continuing instant in
prayer” (Romans 12:12).

We, too, have much to thank God
for and to rejoice in as we walk this
pilgrim pathway. “O the joy of our



salvation! O the joy of being free;
Free from all the bonds that bind us.
O the joy of victory!”

What ajoy, just to know that our
sins have been forgiven us and
washed away by the blood of Christ;
just to know that we have eternal life
because of the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead; what a joy to
know that we are heirs of God and
joint-heirs with Jesus Christ in His
kingdom. Glory to His wonderful
Name!!

After the children of Israel left
Egypt and crossed over the Red Sea
on dry land, and their enemies
perished behind them; thentherewas
great rejoicing in the camp. Moses
and the children of Israel rejoiced
saying, “I will sing unto the LORD,
for he hath triumphed gloriously: the
horse and his rider hath he thrown
intothesea. TheLORD ismy strength
and song, and he is become my
salvation: he is my God, and | will
prepare him an habitation; my
father’s God, and | will exalt him”
(Exodus 15:1-2).

Not only did Moses rejoice and
sing, but Miriam also, and the ladies
went with timbrels and sand and
danced with joy for God’'s great
deliverance.

Cannot we too rejoice with joy
unspeakable for the deliverance and
salvation that God has provided for
us?Hehascalled usto be heirsof God
andjoint-heirswith JesusChristinHis
eternal Kingdom. Glory be to God!!

AndGodisinterested inthewhole
creation being delivered from the
bondage it isin. The whole creation
groansandtravail sunder thebondage
of thecurse. But God’ sintentionisto
lift the curse: “Because the creature
[creation] itself also shall be
delivered from the bondage of
corruption into the glorious liberty
of the children of God” (Romans
8:21). “For | reckon that the
sufferings of this present time are
not worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall berevealed INUS’
(Romans 8:18).

The creation is waiting for that
unveiling of Christ in his many-
membered Body.

Asit wasin the days of Noah, so
shall it also be in the days of the
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coming of the Son of Man; they were
eating and drinking, marrying, and
being giveninmarriage, till theflood
came and took them all away
(Matthew 24:37-39). But Noah and
his family were in the ark.

Signs are on every hand that it is
the same today asit was then. There
issinand darknesseverywhere. There
are wars and rumours of wars. The
land is filled with violence. There
are earthquakes, floods and fires,
perilous times are upon us, and
disease and famine are in the land.
But there is a people who God is
hiding in the Ark of safety; a people
who aredwelling “inthe secret place
of the Most High.” The coming of
the Lord in all His power and glory
draweth nigh. Let us rejoice in the
victory that is ours in Christ Jesus,
our blessed Lord.

As we have been delivered from
our sins and the power of the enemy,
even so shall the glory and power of
Christ set the people of the earth
free. Therewill bejudgement for the
ungodly and disobedient, but thereis
mercy and forgiveness to the
repentant sinner. Praise God.

No doubt, many are going through
severetrialsat thisvery time. It may
be trials in your physical body
through illness; it may be financial
problemsfor whichthereseemsto be
no answer. It may be conflicts
between people within the home, in
the church, or in the world. Jesusis
the one who came to bring peace to
our hearts. He has broken down the
wallsthat divide us. He said, “ Peace
| leave with you, my peace | give
unto you: not as the world giveth,
givel untoyou. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither letit beafraid” (John
14:27). Hislove can bind ustogether
as nothing else can. He is the great
Physician, who is able to heal our
bodies. Many timeswehavereceived
that healing touch when we have
called upon Him. And He is able to
provide the wisdom that we need in
regard to financial matters. “ If any of
you lack wisdom, let him ask of God,
that giveth to all men liberally, and
upbraideth not; and it shall be given
him” (James 1:5).

May the Holy Spirit encourage us
in the midst of our fiery trials; “But

now thussaiththe LORD that created
thee... Fear not: for | have redeemed
thee, | have called thee by thy name;
thou art mine. When thou passest
through the waters, | will be with
thee; and through the rivers, they
shall not overflow thee: when thou
walkest through the fire, thou shalt
not beburned; neither shall theflame
kindleuponthee. For | amtheLORD
thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy
Saviour” (Isaiah 43:1-3).

Because peoplerebel and disobey
the commandments of the Lord, God
is obliged to send his judgements
upon them. He said, “When thy
judgments are in the earth, the
inhabitants of the world will learn
righteousness’ (Isaiah 26:9).

But“Hethat dwellethinthesecret
place of the most High shall abide
under the shadow of the Almighty”
(Psalm 91:1). May God help us to
run and hide in the shelter of His
Wings. There, there is safety; there,
there is joy and peace.

Truly these are perilous days in
whichwelive. Thetrialsand testings
are many. And we could have great
reason to be despondent and
discouraged. How we need to stand
together and bear one another’s
burdens! How we need to hold one
another’s hands, to comfort and
uphold, and embrace one another,
and weep with oneanother, when the
trials are overwhelming. And the
precious Holy Spirit is able to bring
comfort and lift the heavy burdens.
Hegives“theoil of joy for mourning,
the garment of praisefor the spirit of
heaviness’ (Isaiah 61:3).

We can be so thankful that we do
not walk thisway alone. In Ephesians,
chapter two, the apostlerefersto our
togetherness several times: “and
made us sit together” (verse 6);
“building fitly framed together”
(verse 21); and “builded together”
(verse 22). Even Jesus did not walk
alone. He had twelve disciples with
him much of thetime. Hetook Peter,
James, and John with him to the
garden of Gethsemane. Above all,
Hewasin closecommunionwith His
Father. We, too, can walk together to
support and strengthen and encourage
oneanother. AndthelL ord, fromwhom
we can receive strength every moment
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of the day, is aways with us.

After Jesus was tempted by Satan
in the wilderness, and after He
defeated the enemy by quoting to
him the Word of God, Satan left
Him, and, we read in Matthew 4:11,
“behold, angelscameand ministered
unto him.” Glory to God! Speaking
of angels, “Are they not all
ministering spirits, sent forth to
minister for them who shall be heirs
of salvation” (Hebrews 1:14)? No
doubt but that God has many times
sent His angels to minister to us in
times of great need, and hashelped us.

Indeed, God has given unto us all

things that pertain unto Life and
Godliness. Let usrejoiceat all times,
not only when things seemingly go
well, but alsowhen thingsseemto go
against us. When we praise Him, He
dwellsin our praises. When we pray
in the Spirit, we are edified, and the
Holy Spirit is praying through us
according to the will of God, and He
knows the needs that are being met.

What a wonderful Lord! What a
wonderful salvation! What aglorious
kingdomisthe Kingdom of our God.
Let usever pressonto higher heights
and deeper depthsin Him.

God richly bless you. Amen.

DATES OF IMPORTANCE

Young People's - Hidden Acres, ON .........ccooeurierienen. Sept. 3-6, 2004
.............................. Sept. 3-6, 2004
............................. Sept. 3-6, 2004
.................. Sept. 24, 25, 26, 2004
........................... Oct. 29-31, 2004
.......................... Nov. 11-14, 2004

Young People's - Park Valley, SK
Family Camp - Winkler, MB ..........
Minden Meetings .........ccovevvrerenne.
New York Camp ......ccccovvvevnienienennes
Pinelow Fall Family Camp.............

MINDEN NEBRASKA
MEETINGS

September 24 - 26, 2004
For reservations contact
Duane and Janice Olson

Phone (308) 832-1712
or email
mindenolsons@hotmail.com
Reservations no later than
September 10th.

PINELOW
FALL CAMP

FAMILY CAMP
November 11-14, 2004

Contact: Daryl Martz
Fax (604) 795-5365

e-mail: martz@shelbrook.com

New York/New Jersey Camp Meeting
October 29 to 31, 2004

Leibenzel Retreat Center,
Schooley's Mountain,
80 Pleasant Grove Road, New Jersey 07079

Please bring your own linens (single bed), towels & pillows, as these will not be
available at the campground. A limited amount of linens can be rented for $5/set for
those travelling from further away.

Registration begins at 3:00 pm on Friday, October 31. Meals will be served in the
dining hall, beginning at 5:30 pm on Friday, followed by the first meeting at 7:30 pm. The
camp will conclude with the noon meal on Sunday, October 31, 2004.

Please RSVP by October 13th to:
New York, New Jersey Camp

c/o Brad & Carrie Wensley

10 Penn Commons

Yaphank, NY 11980 or

Phone: 631-924-7626

or email: carriemw@optonline.net

Charges for your room & board:
Under 3 years of age - no charge
Age 3-10 - $20.00

Age 11 - Adult - $60.00

For transporation contact
Cleveland Gajee at debgaj@aol.com
or Phone 201-486-5644
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CALLED HOME

James Easton
February 12, 2004
Chilliwack, BC

o[Je[Je[]
Jennie McLeod
(Elder's widow)
April 8, 2004
Winnipeg, MB
o[Je[Je[]
Gerry Matthias
May 24, 2004
North Battleford, SK
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