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Vealled Sons of God

“A garden inclosed is my sister, my
spouse; a spring shut up, a fountain
sedled” (Song 4:12 KJV).

That's the way Solomon describes
hisbridein Songsof Solomon. What an
appropriatedescriptionthisisindeed for
the Church, the Bride of Christ, and of
every believerwhoisapart of theChurch,
as they appear today! This metaphor
givestheidea of ahidden resource— a
power contained and concealed. If we
examine it closaly, we can see in this
metaphor adescription of theveiled sons
of God: believersin Christ who possess
the Spirit of the Son of God in earthen
vessels of humanity.

Christ in aMany-Member-Body

We know that the Spirit and life of
Christ streams within the sinews of the
Church, theBody of Christ. ThePsalmist
David describesit thisway: “Thereisa
river, the streams whereof shall make
gladthecity of God, theholy placeof the
tabernacles of the most High. God isin
themidst of her; sheshall not bemoved”
(Psa46:4-5 KJV).

One songwriter wrote:

“A Fountain of life flowswithin me

Washing sins and corruption away;

Goddwellsevery day inthisvessel of
clay;

AndaFountainof Lifeflowswithin.”

Oh Halldlujah! God, the Spring and
Fountainof life, wellsup deepwithinthe
Church! Yet, the Church remains a
Garden enclosed, a Spring that seemsto
be «ill shut up, and a Fountain till
sealed.

This concept of the Church gives us
wonderful insights into the present
operation of God’ smighty power inthe
Church and in every believer who is a
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livingpart of theChurch. Itchallengesus
tolook beyond what we can seewith our
natural eyes, and beholdthedivineglory
of the* Gardeninclosed, the Spring shut
up, and the Fountain sealed” within the
Churchandineachof uswhoarebdievers
intheLord Jesus Christ. Let usconsider
some of these wonderful insights —
insights of what we can call the hidden
potential sof believers, theveiled sonsof
God.

It is the Spirit and life of the risen
Christ Himself that indwelIsthe Church,
HisBody. Thesame Spiritandlifeof the
risen Lord also indwells every believer
who isapart of the Church, since every
believerin JesusChristisavital member
of the Body of Christ. Whenwebdlieve
inChrist, theHoly Spiritincorporatesor
“baptizes’ usinto the Body of Christ to
become members of the Body of Christ
(1C012:13;1C012:27). Thereisthenan
amazing storeof divineresourcesthatlie
enclosed, shut up, and hidden in the
Church and in each individual whoisa
part of the Church.

Thosewho view the Church withthe
natural eyesmay see merely the band of
frail human creatures, who claim to
bel ong to the Church. Nevertheless, the
Churchisnolessthan Christ, the Son of
God, in a Many-Member-Body. The
nature and power of Christ permeates
every part of HisBody, and thusextends
into every believer baptized into His
Body.
Indeed, likeamighty “ spring shut up,
afountain sealed”, the mighty power of
the life and Spirit of Christ within His
Body, the Church, seems veiled by the
more visible limitations and frailties of
the human forms that embody the

believers who are the members of the
Body of Christ.
Treasurein Earthen Vessals

It seemspleasingto Godto conced at
thistimetheglory and power of HisSon
in earthen vessels of humanity. Paul
conveys to us thisideain 2 Co 4:6-7:
“For God, who commanded the light to
shineout of darkness, hath shined in our
hearts, to givethelight of theknowledge
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ. But we have this treasure in
earthen vessdls, that the excellency of
the power may be of God, and not of us’
(KJIV).

Within every believer in Christ,
enclosed, shut up, and sealed in earthen
vessels of humanity, resides the
excellence of the power of the divine
nature of the Son of God. It isahidden
force, an excellence or perfection,
concealed fromthenatural mindandeye
— “agarden inclosed, a spring shut up,
afountain sealed.”

Concealed Glory of God

We read frequently in the Bible of
instancesof God' sglory beingconcealed
from the eyes and wisdom of man. For
ingtance, it should amaze us that the
Fountain of Life was made available to
manintheGarden of Edenintheform of
the Tree of Life, yet man seemed not to
have been drawn to it (Gen 2:9). Eve
allowed herself instead to be seduced by
the devil into going after the forbidden
fruit of thetreeof theknowledgeof good
andevil inher desireto becomelikeGod
(Gen 3:1-7).

Another instance is the selection of
David to be king over Israel. Neither
Samuel nor Jesse at first perceived that,
for the awesome responsibility and
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authority of being King of Israel, God
had chosen David, whowastheyoungest
sonof Jesseandalittleshepherd boy, by-
passing the seven older sons of Jesse
(1Sam 16:5-13). God declared then that
Hedoesnot seeasman sees. “Manlooks
onthe outward appearance, but Jehovah
looks on the heart” (v.7 NIV).

JehovahHimself,whenhecamedown
to earth to tabernacle among mankind,
was born the Son of God, King of the
Jews, notinthecity of JerusaleminKing
Herod's Palace where the three wise
men expected to find Him, but in a
humble stable in the small town of
Bethlehem (Matt 2:1-11; Luke 2:7).

Despised and Rejected of Men

God did not only concea His glory
from the eyes of manin Hishbirth but in
His life on earth. This is how Isaiah
summarizes the biography of Jesus life
on earth: “Who has believed what we
haveheard? Andtowhom hasthearm of
the LORD been revealed? For he grew
upbeforehimlikeayoungplant,andlike
aroot out of dry ground; hehad noform
or comeliness that we should look at
him, and no beauty that weshould desire
him. He was despised and rejected by
men; aman of sorrows, and acquainted
with grief; and as one from whom men
hidetheir faceshe was despised, and we
esteemed him not. Surely he has borne
our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet
we esteemed him stricken, smitten by
God, and afflicted. But hewaswounded
for our transgressions, he was bruised
for our iniquities, upon him was the
chastisement that made us whole, and
withhisstripesweareheded” (1sa53:1-
5 MKV).

This is a report that describes the
appearance of the Son of the Almighty
God, the Son of Righteousness, during
Hisincarnation in humanity on earth—
no form, no attractiveness, despised and
rejected of men.... Truly, in the eyes of
man, Jesusin Hishuman form wasthen
like" aspring shut up, afountainsealed”;
and, to this day, He seems to continue
like thisin the Church, His Body.

Foolishness of Preaching

| saiah’ sdescriptionof thehumbleness
of the appearance of Christ on earth
among mankind can berelated to Paul’s
referencetothesimplicity of thepowerful
gospel of salvation. Paul tellsusin 1Co
1:21-25: “For since, in the wisdom of
God, theworld by wisdom did not know
God, it pleased God by thefoolishnessof
preachingtosavethosewhobelieve. For
the Jews ask for asign, and the Greeks

seek after wisdom; but wepreach Christ
crucified, tothe Jewsastumbling block,
and to the Greeks foolishness. But to
them, the called-out ones, both Jewsand
Greeks, Chrigt isthe power of God and
thewisdom of God. Becausethefoolish
thing of God iswiser than men, and the
weak thing of God isstronger than men”
(MKV).

Paul goes on in this same chapter to
describe the simplicity and humbleness
that characterize those whom God calls
into Hisserviceand thefellowship of the
Church: “For you see your caling,
brothers, that not many wise men
according to the flesh are called, not
many mighty, not many noble. But God
haschosenthefoolishthingsof theworld
toconfoundthewise; and Godhaschosen
thewesak thingsof theworldto confound
the things which are mighty; and God
has chosen the base things of theworld,
andthingswhicharedespised, andthings
whicharenot, inorder tobringtonothing
things that are; so that no flesh should
glory in His presence. But of Him you
arein Christ Jesus, who of God ismade
to us wisdom and righteousness and
sanctification and redemption; so that,
accordingasitiswritten, Hewhoglories,
lethimgloryintheLord” (1Co 1:26-31
MKJV).

Paul from experience knew what he
wastalking about, and he demonstrated
it in hisown ministry. He writesin 1Co
2:1-5:“And |, brothers, when | cameto
you, did not come with excellency of
speech or of wisdom, declaring to you
the testimony of God. For | determined
not to know anything among you except
Jesus Christ and Him crucified. And |
was with you in weakness and in fear,
and in much trembling. And my speech
and my preaching was not with enticing
words of man’s wisdom, but in
demonstrationof the Spiritand of power,
sothat your faith should not stand in the
wisdom of men, but in the power of
God” (MKJV).

Hidden Wisdom of God

Paul goesonto point out how hidden
and concesal ed thewisdom of God canbe
to the natura mind of man, but God
reveals His wisdom and glory to those
whobelieveby theHoaly Spirit: “But, we
speak wisdom among those who are
perfect; yet not thewisdomof thisworld,
nor of therulersof thisworld, that come
to nothing. But we speak the wisdom of
Godinamystery, whichGodhashidden,
predetermining it before the world for
our glory; whichnoneof therulersof this

worldknew (for if they had known, they
would not have crucified the Lord of
glory). But asit iswritten, ‘ Eye has not
seen, nor ear heard,” nor has it entered
into the heart of man, ‘the thingswhich
God has prepared for those who love
Him'’. But God has revealed them to us
by His Spirit; for the Spirit searches al
things, yea, the deep things of God. For
who among men knows the things of a
man except thespirit of manwithinhim?
S0 also no one knows the things of God
except the Spirit of God. Butwehavenot
received the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit from God, so that we might know
the things that are freely given to us by
God. Thesethingswe al so spesk, not in
wordswhich man’ swisdomteaches, but
whichtheHaly Spiritteaches, comparing
spiritua things with spiritual. But the
natural man does not receive the things
of the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishnessto him; neither can he know
them, because they are spiritually
discerned” (1Co 2:6-14 MKJV).
More Than Meetsthe Eye

What can we concludefrom all this?
Themainconclusionisthat Godtypically
conceals or veils His power and glory
and wisdom from the eyes and
understanding of natural man. The
Church, the Body of Christ on earth, is
more than what is visible to the natural
eyes. The believersin Christ who make
up the Church are more than whom or
what meet theeye of man. Tothenatural
eyes, the Church may seem to consist
only of human beings, and every human
being whoisapart of the Church seems
to possess only the weak, frail nature of
humanity. However, thereismoreinthe
Church, and in the believer who isin
Church, than what meet the eye. A
believerinChristisnot only human. The
humanity of those of uswho believein
Chrigtisjust aveil, or an earthen vessdl,
that contai nsand conceal stheexcellence
of the power and life of Christin us.

Thereisanexcellenceof powerwithin
usthat comesfrom the Son of God, who
indwells us. This power may be hidden
by our humanity, enclosed, shut up, and
seded, but the truth is that it is there
withinus. TheLord seemstoalowitthis
way to keep every believer humbly
depending absolutely ontheinner lifeof
Chrigt, and sincerely acknowledging
Him, giving Him all honour and glory
forevery accomplishment. Whileitkeeps
ushumble, it gives us confidence, notin
ourselves, butinthe Christwhoindwells
us, as we recognize that there is within



our wesk frame“thistreasurein earthen
vessals,” the excellence of the power of
God to dea with whatever challenge
may confront us.

Dispensation of the Sons of the

Living God

God is faithful to His word. He
promised to bring forth “sons of the
living God” upon the earth, even from
among those who were not called His
people. This promise was clearly
prophesiedinHos1:10: “Y etthenumber
of the sons of |sragl shall be asthe sand
of thesea, which cannot bemeasured nor
numbered. And it shal be, in the place
where it was said to them, Y ou are not
My people, thereit shall besaidto them,
You are the sons of the living God”
(MKV).

A major question that confrontsusis
what is the time the Holy Spirit had in
mindfor thefulfilment of thisprophecy?
A careful examination of the Scriptures
seemsto show that thefulfilment of this
promise began, according to God's
purpose, when JesusChrist cametoearth
and ushered in the dispensation of the
grace of God. We know that the Old
Covenant, based on the Law of Moses,
by which God dealt with the children of
Israel, ended with the coming of Jesus
Christ. “For the law was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ” (John 1:17 NIV). Under
the former dispensation of the Law, the
Jewish nationwastheonly nationwhose
people were considered exclusively to
be the people of God. Even then, while
there were those among the Jews who
enjoyed a very close relationship with
God, the status of being children or sons
of God was not yet given to mankind. It
wasthrough Jesus Christ that accesswas
opened, not only to Jews, but dsoto all
of mankind to become children or sons
of God. John tells us in John 1:11-13:
“He came unto his own, and they that
were his own received him not. But as
many as received him, to them gave he
the right to become children of God,
even to them that believe on his name;
who were born, not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of God” (MKJV).

In Rom 9:25-33, Paul’ sreference to
Hosea' sprophecy and hi sexplanation of
its fulfilment clearly situates the
fulfilment of the prophecy in this
dispensation of grace. Paul writes: “As
He aso saysin Hosea, | will call those
not My people, My people; andthosenot
beloved, Beloved. Andit shall be, inthe
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placewhereitwassaidtothem, Youare
not My people; therethey shall becalled
sonsof theliving God. .... What shall we
say then? That the nations, who did not
follow after righteousnesshavetakenon
righteousness, but a righteousness of
faith. But Israel, who followed after a
law of righteousness, did not arrive a a
law of righteousness. Why? Because it
was not of faith, but as it were by the
works of the Law. For they stumbled at
that Stumbling-stone; as it is written,
Behald, | lay in Zion a Stumbling-stone
and a Rock-of-offence, and everyone
believing on Him shall not be put to
shame” (v.25-26, v.30-35 MKJV).

Paul quotesHosea' sprophecy topoint
to two important aspects of the basisfor
the fulfilment of the prophecy of “sons
of theliving God” emerging during the
dispensation of thegraceof God or under
the New Covenant. Firstly, he pointsto
thefailure of the peopleof Isragl to meet
God' s standard of righteousness under
the Old Covenant “by the works of the
Law”. Secondly, he refers to, as a
sequence of the former, God' s eventual
extension of theuniversal opportunity to
all mankind, evento thosewho werenot
Hispeople, tobecome* sonsof theLiving
God” through* arighteousnessof faith”,
and not by the Law.

The Scriptures, therefore, show that
the dispensation of grace coincideswith
theadoption of sonsby God. Paul, inhis
teaching on the subject, distinguishes
between thetwo distinct statusaccorded
to man by God under these two distinct
periods or dispensations — the
dispensation of the Law and the
dispensation of the Grace of God.

According to Paul, under the Law,
God accorded man a status in His
household similar to the status of an
infant orimmaturechildbeingtrained or
tutored. The privileges and rights
associated with such a status were no
more than that of adaveor servantina
household. Under the dispensation of
grace, God now accords to man the
glorious status of a son of God. Paul
writesin Gal 3:23-26: “Beforethisfaith
came, we Jewswere perpetual prisoners
under the Law, living under restraints
and limitations in preparation for the
faith which was soon to bereveded. So
that the Law hasacted the part of atutor-
dave to lead us to Chrigt, in order that
through faith we may be declared to be
free from guilt. But now that this faith
hascome, wearenolonger under atutor-
dave. You are al sons of God through

faithin Christ Jesus’ (Weymouth).

The Law could not give to man the
divinelifeof Godtoenablehimtobecome
amature child of God and to enter the
statusof ason of God. Heb 7:18-19tells
us: “For truly there isa putting away of
the commandment which went before,
because of the weakness and
unprofitablenessof it. For theLaw made
nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a
better hope did, by which we draw near
to God” (MKJV). The Law kept manin
bondageto sin, carnality, and ritualism.
The peopleof Isragl could not obtainthe
statusof sonsof God by theworksof the
Law.However, thedispensationof grace,
introduced to man by Jesus Christ,
signalled that the “fullness of time” had
come for believers to “receive the
adoption of sons’ by faith. Divine
provision and access were now made
available to man by the grace of God
through Jesus Christ to receive the
adoption of the status of sons.

Therefore,wereadinGal 4:3-7:“ Even
so we, when we were infants, were in
bondageunder theel ementsof theworld.
But when the fullness of thetime came,
God sent forth His Son, coming into
being out of a woman, having come
under Law, that He might redeem those
under Law, so that we might receivethe
adoption of sons. And because you are
sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His
Son into your hearts, crying, Abba,
Father, sothat you arenolonger adave,
but ason; andif ason, asoanheir of God
through Christ” (MKJV). According to
Paul then “the fullness of time” for sons
of theliving Godtocomeintobeingor be
adopted by God coincides with the
dispensation of thegraceof God brought
by Jesus Christ; and hence it represents
thefulfilment of Hosea sprophecy about
thestatusof sonsof theliving God being
made available to all mankind through
faith.

The Adoption of Sons

What is the adoption of sons? The
phraseistrand atedfromtheGreek word,
uihorhesia (hwee-oth-es-ee-ah), which
means literally the placing as a son. It
conveysthe meaning of God bestowing
thestatusof asonof God onabelieverin
Christ. Theideaisthat by adoption God
on the basis of the redeeming work of
Christ for mankind bestowsthe status of
sonsof Godonbelieverswhowill receive
it.

Paul usestheword sonhereindistinct
contrast to the status of infant or babe,
which in the Greek is nepios (nay-pee-
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0s), and is used also to refer to an
immature person, a minor, or an under-
age child. Paul explainstheinfant status
inthismanner: “Over solong atimethe
heir isan infant, he does not differ from
adave, thoughbeinglordof al; but heis
under guardians and housemasters until
the term appointed before by the father.
Even sowe, whenwewereinfants, were
in bondage under the elements of the
world” (Gal 4:1-3).

The concept of nepios, or the minor
status of a child, refers to a traditional
situation in which the status of aminor,
though a child and an heir, is similar to
that of aservant because heisunder the
bondage of atutor and housemaster for a
specific period which the father has
designated, anddoesnot actual ly possess
yet the privileges and authority of the
inheritance to which he is an heir. The
ancient custom wasfor aHebrew father
toappoint, ashepleased, atimeinhislast
will or testament when a child could
have the full rights and privileges of an
inheritance. It meant that thechildwould
remain a minor with no access to the
inheritanceuntil theappointedtimewhen
he would move from the status of a
minor tooneof anadult or matureperson,
and would receive full authority and
rights over the inheritance. The time
appointed by the father would be based
on his estimation of the period that the
child would take to show signs of
maturity.

Likewise, accordingtotheScriptures,
theend of the dispensation of theLaw of
Moses and the introduction of the
dispensation of the grace of God by
Jesus Christ marked the coming of the
fullnessof timein God' splanfor manto
be delivered from the bondage of
infanthood under the Law and enter into
the liberty of being appointed or placed
assonsof theliving God in Christ under
the grace of God. It is unfortunate that
many people till remain under the
stunting yoke of the Law as spiritua
infants and slaves, and have not
recognized that, under the present
dispensation of grace, God places or
appoints those who believe as sons of
God.

It is, however, quite possible for
people to be born again in this
dispensation of graceand remaininfants
orimmature. Themainreasonfor thatis
that such people do not have
understanding and faith in the grace
whichGodisofferinginthisdispensation
for their growth and maturity. Some

remain under theyoke of legalismor the
Law. Others through carelessness and
worldlinesscontinueinacarna lifestyle
and do not seek spiritual depth and
maturity. Paul, therefore, refersto God' s
peoplewho areyet spiritually immature
asinfants— nepios (1Co 3:1; Gdl 4:1).
They are immature Christians, who do
not know how to yield to the influence
and leading of the Holy Spirit in doing
thewill of God. “For asmany asareled
by the Spirit of God, they arethe sons of
God” (Rom8:14KJV). Usually they are
very religious and sdlf-righteous, and
will function under a sense of strict
obligationto religiousrituals, rules, and
commandments (Col 2:20-22); or they
may be quite opposite and give way to
licentiousness or lasciviousness, that is,
they indulgeinworldlinessand carnality
with notemperanceor control (1Co 3:1;
Jud 1:4).

AccordingtoPaul, itistruethat for an
appointed period in history, remaining
inaninfant or aminor statusrelationship
with God was inevitable. This was
especialy during thedispensation of the
Law, under the Old Covenant. God's
people were kept in bondage under the
Law, and were considered as infants,
until “when the fullness of time came,
God sent forth His Son ... that He might
redeem those under the Law, so that we
might recelvetheadoption of sons’ (Gal
4:4-5 MKJV).

Therefore, now that the fullness of
time has come through the work of
redemptionby Christ, accesstothestatus
of being sonsof Godisopenedto God's
people. The people of God can now
grow into spiritual maturity and become
sonsof God by thegrace of God. Thisis
what Paul refers to as “the adoption of
sons’ (uihorhesia).

Adoption was a frequent practice
among the ancient Hebrews, Greeks,
and Romans. By adoption, apersonwas
taken out of one family and placed or
incorporated with another. Wealthy
people who were childless adopted
childrenof other families. Thechildthus
adopted ceased to belong to his own
family, and was in every respect
considered achild of thepersonwhohad
adopted him. Theadopted child became
anheir totheestateof hisadopted parent.
He must now fulfil the role and
responsibilities of a son of the adopting
family. In Greece, for instance, it is
customary for aman during hislifetime,
or by instructionin hiswill to take effect
after hisdeath, adopt any malecitizento

be his son, but with the invariable
condition that the adopted son accepts
thelegal obligationsand social dutiesof
areal son.

It is interesting that Paul uses the
concept of adoption to refer to the
believer’'s entrance into a son status
relationship with God. Clearly, for the
sinneritimpliesbeingtakenfromoutside
the family of God and placed or
incorporated into the family of God by
no self-merit but by the grace of God.
However, what iseven moreinteresting
is that the believer in this dispensation
entersinto the family of God, no longer
toremainasaninfant orinaminor status
in the family of God, but is given the
graceto receive the placing or adoption
into the status of ason — ason of God!
Isn't that wonderful ?

Thus, the redemptive work of Christ
does not only bring man justification,
but through it God now places maninto
a son status relationship in His family.
By justification God declaresthe sinner
righteousandtreatshimassuch, forgiving
him of al sinsand admitting himinto a
relationship of reconciliation and peace
(Rom5:1). However, redemptionisalso
apreconditionfor theadoption, whereby
God redeems the sinner from bondage
andslaverytosinand Satan, and bestows
on himthe status and privileges of ason
in Hisfamily (Gadl 4:5).

Itisnecessary tonotethat theadoption
is intended by God to be not merely a
bestowd of a nomina status on the
believer, but the receiving of an actual
experience. In the case of human
adoption, theadoptingfather cannot give
theadopted sonhisnature; butinthecase
of the adoption of sons by God, God
impartsHisdivinenatureand Spiritinto
every sonHereceivesinadoption. “And
becauseyou are sons, God hassent forth
the Spirit of His Son into your hearts,
crying, Abba, Father” (Gal 4:6 MKJV).

Therefore, inendowingtheredeemed
believer with the status of a son in the
adoption, God impartsinto his heart the
Spirit of His Son. By imparting into the
believerthe Spirit of HisSon, Godbrings
thebeliever into theactua experienceof
beingason of God. Thebeliever, having
received the Spirit of the Son of God,
receives within his innermost being a
divineconsciousnessthat convinceshim
and moveshimto recognizeand address
God as Jesus does — “Abba, Father”
(Gal 4:5-7; compare Mark 14:36).
Therefore, the adoptionisto uswho are
redeemed through faith an actual



Christianexperience, whichinvolvesour
profound recognition and affirmation
that wearesonsof God. The Spirit of the
Son of God within us inspires us to
recognize and affirm that we are no
longer daves, nolonger minors, nolonger
infantsor immaturechildren, but sonsof
God, and if sons of God, aso heirs of
God through Christ.

We must note aso the relevance to
Hosea's prophecy of the fact that
believersreceivethe adoption of sonsor
are placed into the status of sons of God
not by self-achievement or any merit of
theirsbut by thegraceof God. Itsignifies
the fulfilment of God's promise in
Hosea's prophecy: “And it shall be, in
theplacewhereitwassaidtothem, Y ou
arenot My people, thereit shall be said
to them, You are the sons of the living
God” (Hos 1:10 MKJV).

You Are Sons

Itisworthemphasi zingthat theperiod
inwhich we are, the dispensation of the
grace of God, isalso the dispensation of
the adoption of sons of God. This
dispensation of grace brings more than
judtification and forgiveness from our
sins. It gives us by the grace of God the
glorious privilege to be placed into the
status of sons of God and to receive the
impartation of the Spirit of the Son of
God to walk as sons of God. Becoming
sons of God is absolutely dependent on
the grace of God. The dispensation of
grace brought to mankind the divine
resources he needsto be born againinto
the family of God, and, hence, to move
on from spiritual infancy into mature
sonsof God. Paul writesin Gal 3:23-26,
“But before faith came, we were kept
under Law, having been shut up to the
faith about to be revedled. So that the
Law has become a trainer of us until
Christ, that we might be justified by
faith. But faith coming, wearenolonger
under atrainer. For you are al sons of
God through faith in Christ Jesus’
(MKV).

So, Paul concludesin Gal 4:6: “And
becauseyou are sons, God hassent forth
the Spirit of His Son into your hearts,
crying, Abba, Father. So that you areno
longer adave, but ason; andif ason, also
anheir of God through Chrigt” (MKJV).

Noticethe use of the perfect tense by
Paul to describe the believer’ s entrance
into the status of sons of God: “because
you are sons, God has sent forth the
Spiritof HisSonintoyour hearts, crying,
Abba, Father. So that you are no longer
adave, butason; andif ason,asoanheir
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of God through Christ.” The same
declaration that Paul was making to the
believersinthechurchat Galatiathen—
that they were sons of God; they were
given the Spirit of God's Son by God,;
they were no longer like infants under
bondage, but had been placed into the
status of sonsof God — isapplicableto
ustoday. Onecannotea sothat thesame
Greekword, uihos(hwee-hos), trand ated
into Son and used in this passage and
elsawhereintheNew Testament torefer
to Christ asthe Son of God, isalso used
in the passage with reference to the
believer’ sstatusof asonof God. Oh, that
theHoly Spiritwill giveustherevelation
and faith to receive the adoption of sons
of God which God has extended by
grace to His people since the coming of
Chrigt.

It is clear from the Scriptures, then,
that weareinthedi spensation of thesons
of God. It is now left for us, through
revelation and faith, to receive the
adoption of sons and affirm that we are
sons of God by the Spirit of the Son,
whom God hassent forthinto our hearts.
Thereisno Scripturd basis, aswe have
aready noted, tosay that God' sappointed
timeto bringforth sonshasnot yet come.
Thereisno Scriptural basisto think that
believersin Christ cannot now have the
moral character required to be sons of
God; themoral character weneedfor the
placing assonsof God isfregly givento
us by God’ simpartation of the Spirit of
His Soninto us.

God has imparted the Spirit of the
Son into our hearts to convince us who
have received the adoption of sons that
we are now sons of God; to cause usto
realize deep within that our relationship
with the Father isno longer as strangers
or infantsbut assons. “ For you have not
received the spirit of bondage again to
fear, but you have received the Spirit of
adoptionby whichwecry, Abba, Father”
(Rom 8:15).

Thetruthisthat, whether we believe
or not, God remainsfaithful to Hisword
and purpose. From the beginning of this
dispensation of grace, when Christ came
and accomplished the work of man’s
redemption, God, according to the
Scriptures, hasbeenimparting the Spirit
of His Son into the hearts of believers
who havereceived the adoption of sons.
Hence, it should be obvious to us now
that sons of God, though concedled in
human form, have emerged in their
respective generations from the
beginning of thisdispensation to do and

teach in the Spirit of the Son of God the
gloriousthingsthat JesusChrist, the Son
of God, began to do and to teach when
Helived on earth in smple human form
(Acts 1:1-2). God has not entrusted the
work of the ministry of being “stewards
of the mysteries of God” — to babes or
immature Christians, but to sonsof God
(Eph4:11-12; Heb 5:12; 1Co 4:1-2; 1Pe
4:10).

The work of the Lord on earth is
centred ontheestablishingof HisChurch
and His Kingdom (Matt 16:18). The
first-born Son of God began the work
when Helived on earth in His physical
human form. Now, ascended into
Heaven, He continuesHiswork through
sons of God inwhom He dwellsby His
Spirit. Thus, hidden and concealed from
the eyes of man, asthe yearshave come
and gone, like “a garden inclosed, a
springshut up, afountainsealed” , adopted
sonsof God havetakentheir placesinthe
Churchtoaccomplish God’ spurposeon
the earth.

Hence, now that our turn in the
unfolding history of God' s purpose has
come, letushumbly andboldly, hereand
now inthe midst of our generation, take
up the challenge and responsibility to
live our lives by the Spirit of the Son of
God, and functionintheworks God has
ordainedfor usinthepower of the Son of
God. Thecdll for sonsof theliving God
to come forth from among the sons of
men, from carnality and spiritual
infanthood, continues to resound from
Heaven. Today, if we hear Hisvoicelet
us not harden our hearts. Let us have
faithtoreceivethe adoption of sons, and
arise and live in the midst of our
generation in the meek and obedient
Spirit of the Son of God.

ItistheGod-ordained destiny of every
believer “to be conformed to theimage
of His Son”. “For whom He foreknew,
Healsopredestinatedtobeconformedto
theimage of His Son, for Him to be the
First-bornamong many brothers’ (Rom
8:29MKJV).“Whenthefullnessof time
came, God sent forth His Son ... that He
might redeem those under the Law, so
that we might receive the adoption of
sons’ (Gal 4:4-5 MKJV). Knowing that
the fullness of time has come, let us
believeandrecelvetheadoption of sons.
Let us be willing not to leave our
generationwithout receivinginfaiththat
for which God destined us. Like in a
relay race, let each of us seek not to end
our segmentwithout passingonthebaton
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of the sure hope of sonship.

We are grateful that God has been
moving by His Spirit upon our heartsin
our generation to stir us to the call to
receivethe adoption of sonsof theliving
God. Therefore, let the prayer of David
riseearnestly from our soulsuntil wesee
theanswer: “OGod, Y ouhavetaught me
from my youth; and before now | have
declared Your wonderful works. And
now when | am old and gray-headed, O
God, donotleaveme; until | havedeclared
Your strength to this generation, and
Y our power toeveryonewhoistocome”
(Psa71L:17-18 MKV).

Hidden Mystery of Sonship

When the glorious truth of us being
sons of God confronts us, our feeble
natural mindsmay tendto persuadeusto
conceptualize it as being too lofty, and
evenimpossible, for ustobecomeinthis
life. Some may react with scepticism to
the idea that any believer in Christ has
yet enteredinto sonship. Thisisanormal
reaction of the natural mind to the
supernatural thingsof God. Forinstance,
Jesusonceexplainedtothedisciplesthat
it“iseaser for acamel to gothrough the
eye of a needle than for arich man to
enter into the kingdom of God”
(Mat_19:24). In utter amazement they
asked, “Who then can be saved”
(Mat_19:25)?Thedemandsof salvation
seemed to them beyond the capability of
man. Indeeditwas. JesusHimself seemed
toadmitthatitwassomethingimpossible
for manto attain on hisown: “with men,
thisisimpossible...,” Jesus pointed out
(Mat_19:26). Nevertheless,intheir sense
of despair, He was able to point out to
themthat thissavation, enteringintothe
Kingdomof God, wasnhever intended by
Godtobearesult of humaneffort, natural
capability, or self-merit. It was an
accomplishment only God can and is
willing to bring about in us. “With men
thisisimpossible, butwithGodall things
arepossible’” (Mat_19:26 MKJV).

To enter into sonship, according to
the Scriptures, isto recelvethe adoption
or the Spirit of the Son of God. Truly,
sonship— God indwelling humanity —
isdifficult, if notimpossible, to perceive
by the natura mind, or to apprehend
without faith. It is something which a
believer must grasp by revelation and
faith. However, it is a rea experience
made availableto man by God by grace,
and not an elusiveidedl. Paul referstoit
in Colossians 1:26-28 as “the mystery
which has been hidden from ages and

from generations, but now has been
revealed to His saints. For to them God
would make known what are the riches
of the glory of this mystery among the
nations, whichisChristinyou, the hope
of glory, whomwepreach, warningevery
man and teaching every man in al
wisdom, so that we may present every
man perfect in Christ Jesus.” (MKJV).
(We must note that the ages and
generationswhen, accordingto Paul, the
mystery of sonship had been hidden,
refers to the period preceding the
dispensation of grace. Paul thus began
his ministry unfolding the truth of this
gloriousmystery at the beginning of the
dispensation the grace of God.)

Thetruth isthat the Spirit of the Son
of God has come down to man, to
tabernacleinandwithman. Thepracticd,
down-to-earthredlity of the operation of
the life of the Son of God in humanity
was digtinctly exemplified in the lowly
Jesus, the Nazarene: “God... in Christ
reconciling the world to Himsdlf” (2Co
5:19 MKJV); “Emmanuel ... God with
us’ (Matt 1:23 MKJV). Jesus Christ
became the fore-runner and example of
aSonof Godinhumanformlivinginthe
midst of this present world. He is “the
First-born among many brothers’ (Rom
8:29 MKV).

Moreover, Jesus Christ, during His
sojournonearth, didnotonly demongtrate
the true character and disposition of
sonship veiled in simple human form,
God in man, but came to reproduce
sonship in the sons of men “in bringing
many sons into glory”. “For it became
Him, for whom are al things and by
whom are dl things, in bringing many
sonsinto glory, to perfect the Captain of
their salvation through sufferings. For
both Hewho sanctifiesandthey whoare
sanctifiedareall of One, for which cause
Heisnot ashamed to call them brothers,
saying, | will declare Y our nameto My
brothers; in the midst of the assembly |
will sing praiseto You” (Heb 2:10-12
MKJV).

Therefore, the great mystery being
unfolded in this dispensation is the
revel ation of the existence of sonsof the
living God concealed in earthen vessels
of humanity. Itis* Christinyou, thehope
of glory, whomwepreach, warningevery
man and teaching every man in al
wisdom, so that we may present every
man perfectin Christ Jesus.” ThusJesus
Christ is the divine ensample and
reproducer of sonship in man.

John putsit thisway in 1John 3:1-2:

“Behold, what manner of lovetheFather
hath bestowed upon us, that we should
be called the sons of God: therefore the
world knoweth us not, because it knew
himnot. Beloved, now arewethesonsof
God, and it doth not yet appear what we
shall be: but weknow that, whenheshall
appear, weshal belikehim; for weshall
see him as he is”” (KJV). (The Greek
word, teknon, from which son is
trand ated, meansanoffspring, andrather
than implying spiritual infanthood, it
highlights sonship as being a
reproduction of God' sown nature or an
offspring of God.) The sobering truthis
that if in the present form of sonsof God
wenow possessthenatureand character
of Jesus Chrigt, God's Son, we must be
ready toliveinthemidst of thisworldin
this dispensation without recognition in
the manner that Jesus Christ lived when
He walked upon the earth: “He has no
form nor majesty that we should see
Him, nor an appearance that we should
desireHim” (Isa_53:2 NIV).
Jesus Christ, the Pattern Son

Jesus Chrigt, in Hiswalk and life on
earth, was the pattern Son of the living
God. He became the first-born son of
God and wasthetrue pattern for all who
would afterwards receive the adoption
of sons of God by faith. Therefore, we
whohavecometobelieveinJesusChrist
andhavegratefully recelvedtheadoption
of sonsin our simple human forms are
caledupontowalkinlikemanner asHe
walked, particularly without fanfareand
showmanship. It pleases God to confine
and concedl the glory of sonship within
usfor aseason in the earthen vessals of
our humanity — a garden enclosed, a
spring shut up, afountain sealed.

Paul, nodoubt, isaludingtothewalk
of believers as sons of God when he
ingtructsusin Phil 2:5-8: “Let thismind
beinyou, whichwasalsoin Christ Jesus:
Who, being in theform of God, thought
it not robbery to be equal with God: But
made himself of no reputation, and took
upon himtheform of aservant, and was
madein the likeness of men: And being
found in fashion as a man, he humbled
himself,andbecameobedient untodesath,
even the death of the cross’ (KJV).

Sonship, asexemplifiedinthelife of
Jesus Christ on earth, actualy has not
been a life of ostentatious earthly
grandeur and fame as the carnal man
wouldexpect. | saiah summarizesthelife
lived by the Son of God on earth in this
way: “For Hecomesup beforeHimasa
tender plant, and as aroot out of a dry



ground; Hehasno form nor majesty that
we should see Him, nor an appearance
that weshoulddesireHim. Heisdespised
and rgjected of men; aman of sorrows,
and acquainted with grief; and Hebeing
despised, as one from men hide their
faces; and we esteemed Him not” (Isa
53:2-3NIV).

Itistruethat Jesus Christ, during His
sojournonearth, went about doinggood,
but it seems that, in the end, all the
amazingly good deeds He performed
were inadequate to gain for Him the
adulation of most of the people of His
time. Hedid not seemto haveimpressed
the media of Histime, and scarcely any
author, outside of His disciples (who
wrote the Gospels and epistles) seemed
to havethought that Hisstory wasworth
recording. He lamented to His disciples
in John: “If the world hates you, you
know that it hated Me before it hated
you.... If I had not done among them the
works which no other did, they would
not havehad sin. But now they haveboth
seen and hated Me and My Father. But
that the Word might be fulfilled that is
written in their Law, ‘They hated Me
without a cause’” (John 15:18, 24-25
MKJV). Moreover, Jesus sobering
reminder to al is: “If anyone desiresto
comeafter Me, let himdeny himself,and
take up his cross daily and follow M¢e”
(Luke 9:23 MKJV).

This is the unappedling aspect of
sonship veiled in humanity in this
dispensation and patterned after thelife
of the first born Son of God when He
walked upon the earth.

Thethreewisemenintheir venerated
wisdom expected to find Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, who was born King of
theJews, in Herod' spalaceinthecapita
city of Jerusalem, not in a stable in an
obscure town called Bethlehem.

Consider the Apostle Paul’ s account
of his experiences of the ministry of
sonshipon earth. 2 Co 4:1-18 presentsa
ministry stripped of worldly pomp and
glamour.

Today, many celebrated, high profile
preachers of the gospel may not be
identified withaSon of Godinamanger
because, today, preachers seem entitled
topalatial housesand sprawlingedifices;
they will not be identified with a Son of
God, sitting by a country well, for the
best part of a day, even neglecting His
[unch, tosharethegospd of theKingdom
with a disreputable, vulgar woman,
because the greatness of so-called
ministries is heralded in terms of busy
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schedules, shuttling between countries
and cities, preaching to multitudes in
city convention centresandlargechurch
auditoriums; they won’t identify with a
Son of God submitting to the Cross,
allowing Himself to be spat upon,
ridiculed, stripped, and crucified, when
Hecouldhavecalledtenthousandangels
to defend Himself, because they
understand their security and defence
only in the squad of well-armed
bodyguards and the battery of elite
lawyers they have hired to ensure
protection for themselves and their
interests.

Y et, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the
epitome of sonship, was here on earth
veiled in human form, “despised, and
rejected of men; aman of sorrows, and
acquainted with grief: and as one from
whom men hide their face he was
despised; andweesteemed himnot” (Isa
53:3 MKYV).

The Temptations of a Son of God

The temptations with which Satan
confronted Jesus in the wilderness
demonstrate the challenges which
confront the life of ason of God in this
present world. Also, the response of
Jesus Christ to these temptations
exemplifiesthetrue disposition of ason
of God in the midst of the culture of
materialism, showmanship, and prideof
thisperverseworld. What do thesethree
categorical temptations demonstrate to
us about sonship? It isworth reviewing
the account briefly here.

Consider, first of dl, the event that
immediately preceded thesetemptations
recorded in Matt 4. At the end of the
previous chapter, in Matt 3:16-17, we
read: “And Jesus, when He had been
baptized, went upimmediately out of the
water. And o, the heavenswere opened
to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God
descendinglikeadoveandlightingupon
Him. And lo, a voice from Heaven,
saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in
whom | am well pleased’” (MKJV).

Hereisadramaticscenedepictingthe
entrance of Jesus Christ into His public
ministry as the first-born Son of God.
Immediately after Hisbaptism, theHoly
Spirit descends upon Him, anointing
Him, and a voice announces from
Heaven: “This is My beloved Son, in
whom | am well pleased.” Indeed, we
see here adramatic divine confirmation
that Jesus Christ isthe Son of God by a
word that proceeded from God.

Then the following chapter, Matt 4,
beginsby tellingus: “ Then Jesuswasled

by the Spirit upintothewilderness, tobe
temptedby theDevil” (Matt4:1MKJV).
It seemsthat the Scripturesare carefully
presenting an account hereof asequence
of events divinely orchestrated by the
Spirit of God to establish an important
point.

Inthefirst temptation, JesusChristis
challenged by the Devil to prove His
sonship by arational and humanitarian
act. Jesus must show the importance of
His Sonship to humanity by
demonstrating His ability to produce
bread fromstones. Obviously, toaworld
of poor, hungry people, and at a time
when He himself was experiencing the
pain of intense hunger, proving His
Sonship by performing such a miracle
seemed useful. We read in Matt 4:2-3:
“AndwhenHehad fasted forty daysand
forty nights, Hewas afterwards hungry.
And when the tempter cameto Him, he
said, If Y ouarethe Sonof God, command
that thesestonesbemadebread” (MK JV).

In the second temptation, the Devil
prescribes a Scriptural way for Jesusto
confirm His Sonship, in a very sacred
environment: “ Thenthe Devil took Him
up into the holy city and set Him upon a
pinnacle of the Temple. And he said to
Him, If You are the Son of God, cast
Y oursalf down. For itiswritten, Heshall
giveHisangelscharge concerning Y ou,
andintheir handsthey shall bear Y ouup,
lest at any time You dash Your foot
againgt a stone’ (Matt 4:5-6 MKJV).
SinceJesushad rgjected the Devil’ sfirst
suggestionby appedlingtowhat iswritten
intheword of God, it seemed|ogical that
He would agree to a suggestion by the
Devil based on what is written in the
word of God.

In the third temptation, the Devil
presents to Jesus an aternative way to
the shameful and painful way of the
Cross, whichGod had designedfor Jesus
to accomplish HisMessianicmissionas
a Son to deliver the kingdoms of this
world from the Devil to the Father — a
quicker, painless way into the grandeur
of theroyalty of Sonship. All it required
from Jesus Christ wasabit of diplomatic
negotiation — a little compromise —
fall downandworshiptheDevil: “Again,
the Devil took Him up into avery high
mountain and showed Him all the
kingdoms of the world and their glory.
And he said to Him, All these things |
will give Youif Youwill fall down and
worshipme” (Matt 4:8-9 MKJV). Jesus
Christ is presented with a plausible
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alternative means to accomplish the
mission of HisSonship on earth. Itisthe
Devil’s well-known adage: the end
judtifies the means.

Let usbriefly summarizetheeventin
its sequence. God, by Hisword uttered
from heaven, divinely confirms the
Sonship of Jesus Christ at His baptism.
Immediately following the divine
confirmation by the word of God of the
Sonship of Jesus Christ, the Devil
confronts Jesus Christ with a series of
temptations. Then, of particular relevance
toushereonthesubject of sonship,inthe
first two of these three categorical
temptations, the Devil challenges Jesus
Christ to prove, to demonstrate His
sonship, by certain signs that the Devil
himself specifies. Then, when Jesuswill
not submit, the Devil, accepting the fact
that Jesus Christ was sufficiently
convinced by the word of God of His
Sonship and had rejected the Devil’s
suggestionsfor any further validation of
His Sonship, proceeded to offer Jesusa
diplomatic option to accomplish one of
the principal mission of His Sonship to
deliver thekingdomsof thisworld from
the Devil to the Father (1Co 15:24-25).

You will notice that al of these
suggestionsmade by the Devil appesl to
nothing obvioudy evil of itself; rather,
they alude to certain supernatural,
humanitarian, godly, and rational
elements, whichason of Godisexpected
to beinline with.

We generally have regarded
temptationsasinfluencestodoevil. Here
Jesus Christ was being tempted with
what | consider the temptation to do
what seems good. Here, to me, lies a
most crucial chalenge to sonship. It is
the challenge to discern the good, and
acceptable, and perfect will of God from
among what seems good and
commendablein the eyes and values of
thisworld.

Was the Sonship of Jesus Christ
dependent on the Devil’'s validation?
WerethethingstheDevil waschdlenging
Himto performnecessary totheintegrity
or the readlity of His Sonship? Was
performing these seemingly good deeds
thewill of the Father onthat occasionfor
Him?

Jesus’ response to the Devil's
suggestions was a demondtration that
sonship essentially meant complete
obedience and submission to precisely
what the Lord had given Him to be and
todo. Inthat crucial periodof temptations,
He stood on His conviction that His

Sonship was not to be proven or
demonstrated by accomplishing Devil-
inspired ego projects, but wasalifetobe
lived by the word of God in humble
submission to and faith in nothing else
but thetruthwhich God had revealedand
declared - “Thisis My beloved Son, in
whom | am well pleased.” It was the
word of God that had declared Himtobe
a Son of God, and nothing but the word
of God will confirm and sustain Him as
a Son of God.

Toour Lord Jesus Christ, the pattern
Son, sonship meant alife produced and
sustained by nothing else but the living
word of God, and lived in constant
obedience to the on-going direction of
every word that would proceed fromthe
mouth of God. Obedience, simple,
complete obedienceto the Father, isthe
hallmark of sonship. A sonof Godisone
constantly led by the Spirit of God. The
temptation was for Jesus Christ to
promote Himself, to provewho Hewas,
and to submit to an dternative way of
accomplishing the work the Lord had
given Him to do, in ways prescribed by
theDevil. This, to me, hasbeen over the
centuries since the adoption of sons
becameavailableto mankindthecrucial
challenge of the veiled sons of God.

JesusChristinthewildernessdecided
to accept the option to live by theword,
by every word that proceeds from the
mouth of God, and not by the prescribed
ways of the Devil, regardless of how
supernatural, humanitarian, godly, and
rational they seemed to be; regardiess
whether itmeantforfeitinganopportunity
to obtainfood when hewasso hungry, to
prove the power of His ministry, or to
achieveHisobjectiveinaneasier manner.

Jesus Chrigt did not balk under the
diabolical pressure, but wasdecisiveand
forthright withthe option He chose. Itis
written, “Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceeds
out of the mouth of God.” It is written
again, “You shal not tempt the Lord
your God.” Jesussaidto him, Go, Satan!
For itiswritten, “ Y ou shall worship the
Lord your God, and Him only you shall
sarve’ (Matt 4:4,7,10 MKJV).

Jesus is demonstrating that being a
son of God ishot an ego promotion; itis
not agrand performancefor theapproval
andrecognitionby manof one' sspiritual
status. Being a Son of God is simple,
meek, and lowly obedience to the word
of God — accepting and submitting in
faith to the word of God; living by the
word of God and nothing else. For the

sons of God, obedience to the will of
Godisof crucia importancerather than
performing good deeds of themselves.

According to Jesus, many will at the
last day present records loaded with
accounts of their heroic deeds and
ambitiousministry projects, claiming to
have prophesied, cast out demons, and
performed many wonderful worksinthe
name of the Lord (Matt 7:22). To their
utter disappointment, Jesus said, “And
then! will say tothem, | never knew you!
Depart from Me, those working
lawlessness! (Matt 7:23 MKJV)” Alas!
It may be too late when they discover
that while they were acclaimed in their
successin wonderful works, they failed
in the smple obedience of sons; and
rather thanwalkingin obedienceto God,
being led by the Spirit, they pursued
ambitions inspired by the Devil. Their
apparent good deeds were judged as
lawlessness by the Lord because,
somehow, they neglectedtosubject their
deedsto the will of God.

Jesus further elaborates: “ Therefore
whosoever hearsthese sayings of mine,
and doeth them, 1 will liken him unto a
wise man, which built his house upon a
rock: And the rain descended, and the
floods came, and the winds blew, and
beat upon that house; and it fell not: for
it was founded upon arock. And every
onethat hearsthese sayingsof mine, and
doeth them not, shall be likened unto a
foolish man, which built hishouse upon
the sand: And the rain descended, and
thefloodscame, and thewindsblew, and
beat upon that house; and it fell: and
great was the fall of it” (Matt 7:24-27
KV).

The principa challenge which has
confronted sons of God throughout this
dispensation is the challenge of
submitting to being veiled sons of God
—toabidein submissionunder thehand
of God, like Jesus did, walking in
obedience, even to death, seeking no
reputation, assumingtherol eof aservant,
facingthetriasthat arecommontoman,
yet knowing deep within and affirming
with conviction by the Spirit of the Son
within that they are sons of the living
God. Instead of exercising pomp and
grandeur, sons of God are caled to
humble themselves and be “obedient
unto death, even the desth of the cross”
(Phil 2:8 KJV). A garden enclosed, a
spring shut up, and afountain sealed by
earthen vesselsof humanity; veiled sons
of God. This was the pattern of the
firstborn Son of God; this has remained



the pattern of sonship reproduced in
everyonewho hasreceived theadoption
of sonsinthisdispensationuntil thetime
appointed by God for the manifestation
of the sons of God.
Receiving the Adoption of Sonsand
the M anifestation
of the Sons of God

To be ason of God, to be like Jesus
Christ was, in the midst of this world
meansto deny one' sself, and to take up
one scrossdaily, and follow Christ. We
must understand this clearly if we are
going to appreciate and understand the
existence of sons of God in this
dispensation. Aswehavenoted, God has
been fulfilling His promise faithfully to
bring forth sons of the Living God from
among the nations and to give those
whom He has called “the spirit of the
adoption of sons’ inthisdispensation of
grace. Y et, why isit that the sons of God
haveremai ned unrecognizedthroughout
this dispensation?

Thecrux of thematter hereisthat we
must di stinguish between being sons of
Godby receivingthespirit of theadoption
of sonsand themanifestation of thesons
of God. Being sonsof God by receiving
the spirit of the adoption of sons, or by
possessing the Spirit of the Son of God,
and being manifested sons of God are
two distinct events. If we do not make
that distinction, thetendency isfor usto
believethat becoming sonsof Godisnot
yet possiblefor believersin JesusChrist,
andthat believerswill eventual ly become
sonswhenthey aremanifested assonsof
God. Usudly, thismisguided perception
of sonship rests on this one Scripture
passage in Rom 8:19: “For the earnest
expectation of the creation waitsfor the
manifestation of the sons of God”
(MKJV). The misguided idea is that
since the manifestation of the sons of
God is an event yet to come, sonship
itself isyet to come.

This, unfortunately, may blind our
eyestotheglory of the Son of God lived
steadfastly in ordinary Christian lives
upontheearthinthemidst of themundane
anddifficultcircumstancesof thispresent
corrupt world. We may missthe beauty
andperfectionof theSon of Godreflected
through a godly personality matured
throughthepatient and painful endurance
of thehardshipsand afflictionsthat beset
usal inthisvessal of clay.

To receive means to take; accept;
admit; embrace; believe. Manifestation
meanstheact of disclosngwhat issecret,
unseen or obscure; discovery to the eye
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ortotheunderstanding; theexhibition of
any thing by clear evidence; display; as
the manifestation of God's power in
creation, or of his benevolence in
redemption.

We have aready elaborated on the
truth that, in this dispensation of grace
throughtheredemptivework of Christ, it
isnow possiblefor believersin Christto
receive the adoption of sons. To help us
distinguish between the concept of
receiving the adoption of sons of God
and the manifestation of sonsof God, let
uscarefully examinethe Scriptureverse
that refers to the manifestation of the
sons of God in Rom 8:19 (“For the
earnest expectation of the creation waits
forthemanifestation of thesonsof God”)
in its wider Scriptura context. | have
found Weymouth Trand ationto bevery
helpful inthis. Let usread the Scripture
passage which forms the context for
Rom 8:19, using the Weymouth
Trandation.

“You, however, are not devoted to
earthly, but to spiritua things, if the
Spirit of God is really dwelling in you;
whereasif any man has not the Spirit of
Christ, such a one does not belong to
Him. Butif Christisinyou, thoughyour
body must die because of sin, yet your
spirit hasLife because of righteousness.
Andif theSpiritof Himwhoraised Jesus
up from the dead isdwelling in you, He
who raised Christ up from the dead will
give Life aso to your mortal bodies
because of His Spirit who dwellsinyoul.
Therefore, brethren, itisnotto our lower
naturesthat we are under obligation that
weshouldliveby their rule. Forif youso
live, death is near; but if, through being
under the sway of the spirit, you are
putting your old bodily habits to death,
you will live. For those who are led by
God' sSpiritare, dl of them, God’ ssons.
Y ouhavenotforthesecondtimeacquired
the consciousness of being—a
consciousnesswhichfillsyouwithterror.
But you have acquired a deep inward
conviction of having been adopted as
sons—aconvictionwhich promptsusto
cryaoud,‘ Abba! our Father!” TheSpirit
Himself bears witness, along with our
ownspirits, tothefact that wearechildren
of God; andif children, then heirstoo—
heirsof God and co-heirswith Chrigt; if
indeed we are sharers in Christ’s
sufferings, in order that we may also be
sharersin Hisglory. Why, what we now
suffer | count as nothing in comparison
with the glory which is soon to be
manifestedinus. For all creation, gazing

eagerly asif with outstretched neck, is
waiting and longing to see the
manifestation of thesonsof God. For the
Creation fell into subjection to falure
and unredlity (not of its own choice, but
by thewill of Him who so subjected it).
Y ettherewasalwaysthehopethat at last
the Creation itself would also be set free
fromthethraldom of decay soastoenjoy
theliberty that will attendtheglory of the
children of God. For we know that the
whole of Crestion is groaning together
inthe pains of childbirth until thishour.
Andmorethanthat, weoursel ves, though
we possess the Spirit as a foretaste and
pledge of the glorious future, yet we
ourselvesinwardly sigh, aswewait and
longfor openrecognitionassonsthrough
the deliverance of our bodies. It isin
hope that we have been saved. But an
object of hopeissuch nolonger when it
ispresent to view; for when aman hasa
thing beforehiseyes, how canhebesaid
to hope for it? But if we hope for
something whichwedo not see, thenwe
eagerly and patiently wait for it” (Rom
8:9-25).

There are, therefore, two distinct
concepts related to sonship revedled in
this Scripture passage that we often fail
to distinguish. Receiving the spirit of
adoptionor, as\Weymouth putsit, having
“acquired the consciousness of being...
acquired a deep inward conviction of
having been adopted assons’ ontheone
hand, and the manifestation of the sons
of God, or, according to Weymouth,
“the open recognition as sons through
the deliverance of our bodies.” In other
words, what many fail tohavereaizedis
that what isyet to cometotheCreationis
not the receiving or acquiring of the
adoption of sons or the Spirit of the Son
of Godby believersin Christ. Whatisyet
to comeisthe manifestation or the open
recognition of the sons of God through
the transformation of the mortal bodies
inwhichthesonsof God aretabernacled
andveiledinsubjection, not by theirown
will, but by thewill of God Himself who
have subjected usin hope.

Let us read again in this light Rom
8:19-23 from Weymouth: “For all
creation, gazing eagerly as if with
outstretched neck, iswaitingandlonging
to see the manifestation of the sons of
God. FortheCreationfell intosubjection
to failure and unreality (not of its own
choice, but by the will of Him who so
subjected it). Yet there was always the
hopethat at last the Creationitself would
also be set free from the thradom of
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decay so asto enjoy theliberty that will
attend the glory of the children of God.
For we know that the whole of Cresation
is groaning together in the pains of
childbirthuntil thishour. And morethan
that, we ourselves, though we possess
the Spirit asaforetasteand pledge of the
gloriousfuture, yetweoursel vesinwardly
sigh, as we wait and long for open
recognition as sons through the
deliverance of our bodies.”

In our zea and eagerness for the
manifestation of sons of God, we have
ignored an important divinely ordained
precondition of the creation that must
precede the manifestation of the sons of
God. The present creation, which
includes the mortal physical body of
man in its present form, has been
subjected by Godtogothroughadivinely
decreed course of decay, falure, and
vanity. “For the Creation fell into
subjectiontofailureand unreality (not of
its own choice, but by the will of Him
who so subjected it)” (Rom 8:20). God
Himself,inembodying Himsdlf withthe
human body intheform of thefirst-born
Son of God, submitted to this decree of
decay. “Who, being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equa with
God: But madehimself of noreputation,
andtook upon himtheform of aservant,
and was made in the likeness of men:
And being found infashionasaman, he
humbled himself, and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross’
(Phil 2:6-8 KJV).

Nevertheless, we know that the
creation or creature of failure, vanity,
decay, éfflictions, and death in which
Jesus Chrigt, the first-born Son of God,
tabernacled until Hiseventual exaltation
did not take away from the fullness of
HisSonship—inHimdweltthefullness
of God bodily. It wasto Jesus Christ an
experience of obedience and subjection
tothe decree of God asaSon of God. He
would subsequently lead His Bride, the
Church, a company of many sons, into
the same experience of submission in
hope. This highlights the amazing
mystery of Sonship — it is that Deity,
God Himself, should demonstrate
obediencein submitting to the decree of
decay of the creation to which He had
attached Himself in the Son of God to
bring redemption to mankind.

However, the decree is not without
hope. Paul goes on to assure usin Rom
8:21: “Yet there was always the hope
that at last the Creation itself would aso
beset freefromthethraldom of decay so

astoenjoy theliberty that will attend the
glory of thechildren of God.” Thisisthe
hope of the manifestation of the sons of
God. Therefore, we see that sonship, as
demonstrated by Jesus Chrigt, the first-
born Son of God, and asto be lived by
every sonof God Hebringstoglory, has
two necessary aspects. One is sonship
veiled, that is, Deity in humanity
contained by decaying earthen vessels
of clay, and the other aspect is sonship
unveiled or manifest, that is, Deity in
humanity freed from the bondage of
human mortality and decay, bringing
deliverance to the creation from the
bondage of corruption into the glorious
liberty of the children of God.

Therefore, we should not perceive
the manifestation aspect of sonship as
the only state or redity of sonship. It
requires the grace and character of the
Son of God for any believer to submit to
thesufferingsthat attendliving asveiled
sons of God in this dispensation as it
requires for being eventually manifest
sons of God. Nonetheless, like the
creation waitsin great anticipation, we,
who havereceived the adoption of sons,
eagerly and earnestly wait for our
manifestation or recognition as sons of
theliving God. Now we are veiled sons
of God, agarden enclosed, aspring shut
up, afountain sealed; but itisactualy to
expressthe glory that lieswithin us that
we who have received the Spirit of the
Son of God yearn for our manifestation
to the creation. Spurgeon wrote: “Our
very happiness makes us groan after
more; our joy, like a swollen spring,
longsto well up like an Iceland geyser,
leaping to the skies, and it heaves and
groanswithinour spirit for want of space
and room by which to manifest itself to
men.”

Veiled Sonsof God

Thus, to remain meekly tabernacled
in the nature of the corrupt creation,
subjected temporarily to vanity, failure,
and unredity by God Himsdlf in this
dispensation is an important part and a
divine aspect of the journey of sons of
God upon the earth. Jesus pioneered the
way, and experienced true obediencein
submitting to the hardshipsinvolved in
being found in the form of a man, in
tabernacling in the nature of the fallen
creature, in the midst of a perverse and
crooked generation, according to God's
divine decree and plan. Heb 5:7-8
describes that aspect of the Sonship of
Jesus Christ in this way: “For Jesus, in
the days of His flesh, when He had

offeredupprayersandsupplicationswith
strong cryingsandtearsto Himwhowas
able to save Him from death, and was
heard in that He feared, though being a
Son, yet He learned obedience by the
things which He suffered” (MKJV).
Likewise, we, whowill receivethespirit
of the adoption of sons of God, must
follow on faithfully and in hope.

Paul writesin2Co 4:16-18: “ For this
cause we do not faint; but though our
outward man perishes, yet the inward
man is being renewed day by day. For
the lightness of our present affliction
works out for us a far more excellent
eternal weight of glory, we not
considering the things which are seen,
but thethingswhich are not seen; for the
thingswhich areseenarenot lasting, but
the things which are not seen are
everlasting” (MKJV).

Veiled sons of God, through the
centuries since the coming of this
dispensation, have walked upon earth,
withgreat expectationthat theunveiling,
the manifestation of their sonship, will
comeassurely asthey havereceivedthe
spirit of the adoption of sons. They are
among the acclaimed heroes of thefaith
aswell as among the unsung, unknown
“others [who] were tortured, not
accepting deliverance, that they might
obtainabetter resurrection; ... hadtria of
cruel mockings and scourgings, yes,
more, of bondsandimprisonments. They
were stoned; they were sawed in two,
were tempted, and were dain with the
sword. They wandered about in
sheepskinsandgoatskins, beingdestitute,
afflicted, tormented. The world was not
worthy of them. They wanderedindeserts
and mountainsand densand cavesof the
earth” (Heb11:35-38MKJV). Suchwere
and arethevelled sonsof God. Spiritual
infants, immature and carnal Christians
cannot endure what they endured. The
Spirit of the Son of God within them
empowered them to suffer with Christ
that they might reign with Him, with
whom they arejoint-heirs of God.

Born to Grow

In the natural, we are born to grow
and become mature. Infanthood is
wonderful, but the wonder vanishes if
infanthood exceeds its period and will
not enter into maturity. Weall know the
disappointments of the irresponsibility
of thosewho act likechildren when they
ought to beadults. Asitisinthenatural,
soitisinthe spiritual.

Sons of God are mature children of
God. Believers in Christ cannot go on



perceiving themselves as remaining
babes or spiritua infants in Christ al
through their pilgrimage in this world.
The idea of a believer's continual
infanthood in thisworld may lull usinto
afase sense of piety and humbleness,
and may provide asink for our excuses
fortheon-goingfailuresof our humanity
and carnality. However, just asretarded
human growth brings disappointments,
continual spiritual infanthoodisdefinitely
disappointing, andretardsusfromtaking
up the responsibilities of our divine
caling and destined rolesin thislife as
meature sons of God.

It ismany years now since someone
in our time was inspired to write these
words for a chorus: “It is time for the
saints to take the Kingdom....” And
another wrote: “Sons of God, march
forward....” Theywrotebytheinspiration
of the Spirit, calling believersto receive
the adoption of sons. Today, we are
expected to have heeded the call and
stand before God as sons. If the
exhortationtowalk assonsof Godseems
to re-echo in our souls, and hearts, and
mindsthefamiliar parental rebuke: “ Act
like an adult!”, it is likely because we
have been thinking and acting like
spiritua infants too long, feeding on
milky tit-bits, and playing too much. In
the words of a dear elder, it istime to
“pull up our sockses’ and to get rid of
“al thismanner of quality of nonsense”
whichweseemtoacceptandcompromise
withinour Christian walk. Let usbegin
to act like mature sons of God!

One can sense the disappointment
and frustration of the writer of the Book
of Hebrews with the believers who
remained spiritual babes when he
expectedthemtohavebecomespiritually
mature. He writesin Heb 5:12-14: “For
indeed because of thetime, you ought to
beteachers, you haveneedthat oneteach
you again what arethefirst principlesof
theoraclesof God. Andyou havebecome
inneed of milk, and not of solidfood. For
everyone partaking of milk is unskilful
in the Word of Righteousness, for heis
aninfant. But solidfood belongstothose
who are of full age, even those who
becauseof usehavetheir sensesexercised
to discern both good and evil” (MKJV).

Paul expresses similar sentimentsin
1Co 3:1-3: “And I, brothers, could not
speak toyou astospiritual ones, but asto
fleshly, asto babesin Christ. | havefed
you with milk and not with solid food,
for you were not yet able to bear it; nor
are you able even now. For you are yet
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cand...” (MKJV).

If these Scripturewritersintheir time
expected spiritual maturity inthelivesof
believers, thenwhy shouldit bedeferred
inthelivesof believersin our generation
SO many centuries afterwards?

Walking as Sons of God

Therearebelieverswhohavelearned
by God' sgracethrough the power of the
life of the Son of God to deny in their
daily ordinary lives “ungodliness and
worldly lusts, and to live soberly,
righteoudly, and godly in this present
world” (Tit 2212 MKJV). Such a life
cannot be lived by spiritua infants or
carna Christians or by self-righteous
efforts. Suchalifeisonly madepossible
inabeliever by nolessthan the power of
theindwelling Son of God.

Believers are caled and destined to
live as Sons of God. Becoming mature
Sons of God involves learning to walk,
not by the zeal and efforts of our own
frail nature, but by the power of the
holinessof the Son of Godwhoindwells
us.

Thislearning to walk as Sonsis not
achievedintheformof humaneducation
through mental and personal
development in a certain religious
philosophy or behaviour. Itisabecoming,
anacquiring of aconsciousnessof being
sons of God. Such a consciousness of
being dive as sons of God invariably
follows a consciousness of being dead,
of the destruction of our body of sin.
According to Paul, it isthe reckoning of
ourselves “to be truly dead to sin, but
alive to God through Jesus Christ our
Lord” (Rom 6:11 MKJV).

This processis accomplished by the
Spiritof Godinus, breakingand melting
our ego and self-righteousness, and
establishing thelife of the Son of Godin
us. It takesusthrough aprocessof dying
to self. Broken by our miserablefailures
and melted by the shame of our
inadequacy, we cry out earnestly then,
“Oh wretched man that | am! Who will
deliver me from my body of death”
(Rom 7:24 MKJV)? It is then we are
ready to submit to the Spirit of Christ
within and to rise up and walk in the
power of the Son of God, and to become
truly convinced that it is “not I, but
Christ” wholivesinusand empowersus
to walk as sons of God (Gal 2:20). Itis
this experience that takes us into the
reality of recognizing and appropriating
our hidden potentia to walk in true
holinessand perfectionbefore Godright
here in this present world. We learn to

look beyond the veil of our frail nature,
andbeconsciousof theholy andrighteous
nature of the Son of God who indwells
us.

God EnergizesUs

God has embedded deep within our
innermost beingsthedivinepotentialsto
live and function mightily as Sons of
God in this present world. Paul statesin
Phi 2:13-15, “ForitisGodwhoworksin
you both to will and to do of His good
pleasure. Do all things without
murmurings and disputings, so that you
may beblamel essand harmless, thesons
of God, without rebuke, inthemidst of a
crooked and perverse nation. Among
these you shine as lights in the world”
(MKYV).

Theword“worksin” usedin Phi 2:13
istrand atedfromtheGreek wordenergeo
(en-erg-eh-0), which also means to be
activein,towork effectualy andfervently
in, to be mighty in, to provide energy.
Y es, indeed, the power of God operating
— being active, or working effectualy,
fervently and mightily —withinus, who
are members of the Body of Chrigt,
enablesor energizesusto“beblameless
and harmless, the sons of God, without
rebuke (fault), in the midst of acrooked
and perverse nation.” This means that,
right here on earth in the midst of this
present corrupt world, God canenableus
to walk, as sons of God, in holiness,
perfection, and power! Thisisredly the
lifeof sonship, thelifeof the Son of God,
lived in the believer in the practicdities
of life on earth in this present world.
Therefore, to walk as sons of God isto
walk by the energizing power of God
operating in us through the life and
authority of JesusChrist, the Sonof God,
who livesin us, who believe.

Overcoming in the Power of
Sonship

Thelifeof theSonof Godinabeliever
is a supernatura life wrought by the
Almighty God. Intense trials and
tribulationsmay confront usinthisworld.
However, itishy the power of thelife of
the Son of God that we shall overcome.
When God appeared to Moses in the
burning bush, the bush burned, but was
not consumed (Exo 3:2). The divine
nature of the Son of God in the believer
cankeep him spotlessand unmovablein
the midst of the fiery trials and corrupt
influences of thisworld.

When God brings us against
challenges, Hewill enableusto confront
and overcome them as sonsof God with
faith and boldness. In the midst of
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adversities, we need to be able to resort
to the divine resources of thelife of the
Son of God within us, having, as Paul
puts it, “... such trust through Christ
toward God, not that we are sufficient of
ourselves to think anything as of
ourselves, but our sufficiency isof God”
(2Co 3:4-5 MKJV).

Indeed, the source of the capabilities
of believersinChristisnotinthemselves
or in their humanity. It is rooted in the
spring and fountain of the eternd life of
the Son of God Himself who indwells
every believer in Christ. Glory to God!
Our potentias lie in the power of the
Holy Spirit who quickens us; in the
supernatural gifts with which God
endows us, in thelife of the Son of God
within us. Hallelujah! Hence, like Paul,
we can do al thingsthrough Christ who
strengthens us (Phi 4:13).

The time has come when we should
not hesitate to employ the resources of
thepower andlifeof theSonof Godinus
inour daily lives. We must let whoever
or whatever confronts us confront the
power of the Son of God within us.

For instance, we may confront some
task or challenge, for which in our
opinion, or that of others, we are
inadequate. It is easy then in such a
situation to alow ourselves to become
intimidated or to fee inferior, or even
paralyzed by the opinions of others or
ourselves. However, that's where the
faith of the Son of God within us must
comein. Whether thetask isreligiousor
secular, as sons of God on the rise, we
must look beyond what we or others see
in us according to the natural mind, and
realizethat, asPaul said, “ not that weare
sufficient of ourselvesto think anything
asof ourselves, but our sufficiency isof
God....”

Y es, indeed, itisGod who makesHis
sons adequate and competent for any
task. “God is able to make all grace
abound toward you, that you, aways
having al sufficiency indl things, have
abundance for every good work” (2Co
9:8 MKJV). Thisgeneration must begin
to seethe good worksof the sonsof God
inthe daily and practical outworking of
thelife of the Son of God in the lives of
believersin Christ on earth, and glorify
the Father who isin Heaven (Matt 5:16
MKJV).

| know that there are some
overwhelming adversities that
sometimes seek to smother our zeal and
optimismconcerning our sonshipandits
present possibilities in our lives.

However, | know too that even in
experiences of utter weakness, we can
through faith rise above our sense of
weakness, and accomplish our tasks,
and maintain our hope in the mighty
power and strength of the Christ within
us. Paul discovered that, and left us his
testimony. Constantly buffeted by some
sort of infirmity, he turned to God. Paul
tellsus: “AndHesaidtome, My graceis
sufficient for you, for My power ismade
perfect in weakness. Most gladly
therefore | will rather glory in my
weaknesses, that the power of Christ
may overshadow me. Therefore | am
pleased in wesaknesses, in insults, in
necessities, in persecutions, indistresses
for Chrigt’s sake; for when | am weak,
then | am powerful” (2Co 12:9-10
MKJV).

Let our faith in the Spirit of the Son
who indwells us be an unwavering one.
For those who are facing intense
adversitiesintheir health and otherwise,
thetimely wordsof Paul arecomforting:
“For this cause we do not fant; but
though our outward man perishes, yet
theinward manisbeing renewed day by
day. For the lightness of our present
affliction works out for us a far more
excellent eternal weight of glory, wenot
considering the things which are seen,
but the thingswhich are not seen; for the
thingswhich are seen arenot lasting, but
the things which are not seen are
everlasting” (2Co 4:16-18 MKJV).

An Indestructible Life

The power of the life of the Son of
God within usmakesusinvincible. The
writer of the book of Hebrews refersto
the life of the Son of God in us as “an
indestructiblelife” (Heb 7:16 NIV). Itis
not easy to seethiswhiletheravagesand
pain of sicknessand death seemtoloom
around us and in our midst. But let us
havefaithwhilewecannot see. TheLord
will removetheveil.

Wemust believeintheindestructible
life of sonship al the way, even to the
grave, if thisbeour route. Thismay bea
paradox, but it is true. We may be
pronounced medically dead by the
diagnosis of medica science, but we,
who possesstheindestructiblelifeof the
Son, mustbdlieveinthedivineprognoss:
“desthnolonger hasdominionover Him”
whoselifewepossess(Rom6:9MK V).
Physical death may mean the end of our
natural phase of life, but if we believe,
wecontinueonintheglory and power of
theindestructible life of sonship.

Thisisnofancy. It stemsfromafaith

rooted in the sound doctrines of the
Scriptures. Paul writes: “For we know
that if our earthly houseof thistabernacle
weredissolved, wehaveabuildingfrom
God, ahousenot madewithhands, eternal
in the heavens.... Then being always
confident, knowing that whilewe are at
home in the body, we are away from
home from the Lord; for we walk by
faith, not by sight; then we are confident
and we are pleased rather to go away
from home out of the body, and to come
hometotheLord. Thereforeweareaso
labouring to be well-pleasing to Him,
whether at home or away from home”
(2Co0 5:1; 2C0 5:6-9 MK V).
Revelation and Faith

Thesubject of sonshipisamarvellous
truth that many believers ill ignore.
Sonship refers to the divine status and
character of sons of God. It is Deity
indwelling humanity in many sons of
God. The subject of sonship dealswith
the transformation of sons of men into
sonsof God. It isthe state of spiritual or
moral maturity that every believer in
Christafter beingbornagainasaspiritual
babe must grow into and livesby during
hispilgrimjourney inthispresent world.
It isan amazing truth that is beyond the
natural mind to comprehend.

However, thetruth of sonship, likeall
divinetruths, thoughveiledtothenatural
mind, can be grasped by believers in
Christthroughtherevelation of theHoly
Spirit. Paul reminds us in 1Co 2:9-10:
“Butasitiswritten, Eyehasnot seen, nor
ear heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man, the things which God has
prepared for them that love him. But
God has revealed them unto us by his
Spirit: for the Spirit searches al things,
yea, the deep things of God” (MKJV).

Not only is revelation necessary to
graspdivinetruths, faithisalsoimportant
to appropriate the reality of what God
reveals. Today, the power of the life of
the Son of God within a believer in
Christ seems to be hidden, if not
unreachable. Itislike" agardenincl osed,
aspring shut up, and afountain sealed”.
How then do we, who truly believe in
Chrigt, transcend the vell and partake of
the abundance of this fruitful garden,
refresh our soulsinthiseternal fountain,
and draw from this mighty spring of
supernatural life that lies hidden within
us? How do we recognize and yield to
thelife and power of the Son of God in
our lives?Thekeyistwo-fold: revelation
and faith.



Weneedtheright mindsetandfaithto
know and appropriate the things that
God has given to usto experience now.
We need to move up from the carnal
realmof natural reasoningintothedivine
realm of revelation and faith, if we are
going to understand and experience the
reality of sonship. Weneed to know and
believe in the possihility that we can be
and walk as sons of God in this world
now.

When we refer to divine revelation,
wearenot referringtoadramaticcoming
intosomesort of anunusual illumination
of somecomplextheol ogy or philosophy.
By divinerevelationwemeansimply the
inspiration and ability the Holy Spirit
givesto hear, understand, and accept the
truth of theword of God. Revelationand
faithgotogether withregardtothethings
of the Spirit. They areneededtogetherin
order to know the truth and appropriate
the experience of the promisesthat God
has given us in the Son, Christ Jesus.
Rom10:14tellsus, “Howthenshall they
cal on Him in whom they have not
believed? And how shall they believein
Him of whom they have not heard? And
how shall they hear without preaching?’
(KJV). Christ has given to the Church
apostolic ministries who will minister
the word of God with an anointing that
will generate revelation and faith in the
mindsand heartsof believers(Eph4:11-
12).

Revelation is an uncovering, a
bringing tolight, of that which had been
previously wholly hidden or only
obscurely seen. Revelation comes from
theunction or anointing of the Spirit and
isasupernatural communicationof truth
to the mind (1John 2:27; 1Co 2:9-14).
Faithisthat whichenablesustograspthe
revelation. Faith is in general the
persuasion of the mind, or a firm
conviction, that a certain statement is
true. Faithisdefined inthe Scripturesas
the “substance of things hoped for, the
evidenceof thingsnot seen” (Heb 11:1).
Faith in God, therefore, is the full
persuasion that God is able and faithful
to accomplish what He has promised.

Theeffect of revelationandfaithisto
lift usinto the supernatural realm, high
abovethenormof conventional Christian
religion. It will free our mindsand faith
from the blindness and paralysis of the
religionsof thegod of thisworld, natural
reasoning and philosophy, the vain
doctrinesof men, andthefear of thinking
and bdlieving differently, and of being
different. This, essentialy, was the
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Apostle Paul’s earnest prayer for the
saints of the church at Ephesus. Paul
mentioned to them that his prayers for
them were “that the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may
give to you the spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of Him the
eyes of your understanding being
enlightened, that you may know what is
the hope of His calling, and what isthe
riches of the glory of Hisinheritancein
the saints, and what is the surpassing
greatness of His power toward us, the
onesbelieving according totheworking
of His mighty strength” (Eph 1:17-19
MKJV).

Therefore, to seeand grasp the glory
and power of our sonship, to cometothe
deeprealizationthat thelifeof the Son of
God iswithin us, we need to receive the
revelation and believe it. Our thinking,
our speech, our attitude, and our
behaviour must be saturated and
motivated by the divine inspiration of
the possibility of being sonsof God now
in the midst of this present world. It
presentsto usachallengeto seewiththe
eyes of the Spirit, and to look within
rather thanwithout, tofocusonthethings
that areinvisible rather than the visible
and external things of the natural. To be
willing tothink and believeaccordingto
the word of God, even if it may be
strange to many, is necessary for any
believer who seeksto walk intherealm
of sonship today because the truth of
sonship remains outside the genera
concerns of conventional Christian
religion.

TheGlory IsBreaking Forth

Yes, like Solomon’s bride, the
Church, the Bride of Chrigt, in this
dispensation appearstobelike” agarden
inclosed, a spring shut up, a fountain
sedled”. Hidden seems to be the power
of the life of the Son of God in the
believer in Christ. But, in the heartsand
livesof many, thereisadtir that theglory
and power of the Church is breaking
forth. Sons of God are being unveiled.

Let us have faith, and humble
ourselves, and obediently, likethefirst-
born Son of God, submit to our destined
path as veiled sons of God, a garden
enclosed, aspring shut up, andafountain
sealed in hope until our manifestation or
recognition as sons of God. Let uswho
believe and have received the adoption
of sons awaken to the consciousness of
being sons of the living God. While we
wait in hope for our recognition and
manifestationassonsof God, let uswalk

and function by faith in the midst of the
decay and corruption of the creation,
knowingthat, thoughfor atimetheglory
of Spirit and power of the Son of God
within seem hidden by the vell of the
earthen vessels of our humanity, we are
no less sons of God in the midst of the
Church.

“A Fountain of lifeflowswithin me

Washing sins and corruption away;

Goddwellsevery day inthisvessel of
clay;

AndaFountainof Lifeflowswithin.”

Y es, though now a garden enclosed,
aspring shut up, and afountain sealed;
theChurchisalive, triumphant, andwell.
There is a lot that God has been
accomplishing within, veiled from the
eye of natura man. Sons of the living
God are being born and are being
appointed to their places by the eternal
Father, and havebeenaccomplishingthe
will of God asthey are led by the Spirit
of God. Another appropriate
metaphorical description of the Church
by Solomon expresses so well the
wonderful growth and development
occurringintheChurch, and canbeseen
and experienced by those who can enter
and view beyond the veil, which has
veiled the sons of God in this
dispensation. We will end with it. “I
have come into My garden, My sister,
My spouse; | have gathered My myrrh
with My spice; | have eaten My
honeycombwithMy honey; | havedrunk
My winewith My milk. Eat, O friends;
drink, yea, drink abundantly, OBeloved”
(Song 5:1 MKJV).

PINELOW
FALL CAMP

FAMILY CAMP

November 8-11, 2003

Contact: Daryl Martz
Fax (604) 795-5365
e-mail: martz@shelbrook.com

BIG SPRING
TEXAS

MEETING

Contact
Loraine Carson
(915) 267-8542
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To the Young People and the Rest of Us

Recently, it was necessary for me to
gt in the back row in the church ser-
vice. Thisareain our assembly has of-
ten been the domain of young people,
and the placewherefamilieswith young
children sit. | was saddened by what |
saw. | wondered how much people re-
ceived back there, because therewas so
much other activity in those rows than
what actually pertained to the service. |
began to wonder if we parents have be-
come lax in teaching our children
“church” manners.

In our family, our parents taught us
how to act at home, at school, onthejob,
and at church. Thetraining began early,
while we were still babes in arms. We
all gathered in Family Worship once a
day. The Brethren have taught us that
the family is like miniature church. So
whenthefamily gathersfor Worship, this
is aminiature church service. Father is
the Elder, and mother is his helper. And
the children are the peoplein that little
assembly. So the behavior used in Fam-
ily Worship is similar to what is used
when we gather as an Assembly. And
the home is a wonderful place to prac-
tice that behavior.

Inour home, everyone, from our aged
grandfather to my baby sister, attended
Family Worship. Sowehadtofind atime
in the day when everyone was present.
More often when our friends came call-
ing, wejust told themwewerebusy with
Family Worship now. They were wel-
come to join us. Generally, we kept a
specifictimeof day for Family Worship,
and we worked other things around
Worship. And it wasn't long before oth-
ers began to respect that time of day.
They began calling at a different time.
The point | want to make is that Wor-
ship was important, and other interests
weresecondary. Intimewe, cametoalso
appreciatethetimefor Service, and other
things, including sports and work, were
secondary. | saw ayoung lady work on
her schedule at work, until she had ev-
ery Sunday morning off, and she was
blessed for her diligence. | met another
family who hesitated to put their soninto
football, because it meant that hewould
miss a number of Sundays and church.
It was hard for that lad to miss out on
football, but tothisday hethankshis par-
ents for encouraging him to go to Ser-

“Church” Manners

vice: heisavaued member of hisAs
sembly.

Weall, including baby sister, had to
st quietly asthe Word wasread. Infact,
as we got older we followed along in
our Bibles, or even took turns reading.
Then we were encouraged to ask ques-
tions about what we had read, or we
could add some insight we had gained
from what we read. We beganto partici-
pate in this tiny church service. And as
we participated, we began to feel we
were part of that service. When the chil-
dren became older teenagers, they were
given a particular day to tell what they
had been readingin their own devotions.
And they were encouraged to tell what
it had meant to them. Thiswasall prac-
ticefor Sunday Service. They had to be
till, and listen and participate in an or-
derly manner.

The first Family Worship after our
Sunday meeting, each child would be
asked if they had aversefromtheir own
reading they would liketo memorizefor
next Sunday service. If they didn’t, then
my parents had one ready for us. We
practised that verse ALL week, and we
knew it well beforethe next Sunday ser-
vice. Itwassowell learned it stuck with
us well into adulthood. Often | rely on
those verses| learned long ago at Fam-
ily Worship.

My folks were sticklers for us being
quiet and sitting during Family Worship
and Sunday Service. It took real persis-
tence on their part, to keep afull-of-life
brother anywhere near ill, but it was
important for him to learn to be still so
he could hear the voice of God's Word.
It also taught him reverence. | can il
hear my mother, who really looked up
to Queen Elizabeth, ask him, “Would
you wiggle around, and make such a
fuss, if the Queen werehere.” Of course
he wouldn’t; he would be in awe of her
regal presence. And we must teach our
children to be in awe of His presence.
We must aso teach them that the Bible
is the Word of God that is to be rever-
enced. When someone prophesies, that
isthe Word of God, too; or singsin the
Spirit, or exhorts, or teaches, or minis-
tersinany way. That istheWord of God,
and is to be respected with quietness.
Also, itisagoodideato closeone'seyes
when praying, or singing, or listening to

a prophecy, because it shuts out other
thingsthat would disturb and take one's
mind off the message. Thisis taught in
childhood, before the years of adoles-
cence when they are so self-conscious
of what their peers think if they close
their eyes, etc.

My parents were aso strict about us
moving about in church service. We
went to the bathroom before we entered
the assembly room. Then, we only left
that room in the most dire of circum-
stances. We picked a moment when no
onewas praying or prophesying, so we
wouldn't disturb themesting. If wewere
taken out of the meeting room by our
parents, weknew we needed correction!

| remember my mother prompting
me: “They are singing, how, SO you
should sing too.” Thiswas not atimeto
be flipping through my Bible, or look-
ing around; it was a time to sing. And
when theorder of the meeting wasproph-
ecy, then| later knew it wastimefor me
to focus on prophecy. | encourage par-
ents to teach their children a an early
age to participate as much as they can.
Sing when the people are singing, clap
whenthe peopleare clapping, closeyour
eyes and pray along with whoever is
praying, lift your handsin praiseand sub-
mission, etc. If itistaught early, they are
much more aware of what isgoing onin
the service.

It is hard to keep atoddler quiet for
extended periods of time, so we brought
along a favorite book and a small toy,
even a small snack if the meeting was
longer. They were only brought out asa
last resort, and by thetime achild could
understand, weleft thosethingsat home.
Church is not atime to play or eat, but
to praise and worship our Lord.

Now, | want to talk directly to the
Young People. You arewonderful,and |
don’t want to scold you. | only want to
encourage you in your walk with the
Lord. When | became an older teenager,
| wanted to sit with my friends rather
than Mom or Dad in Service. But, you
know, thefarther back | got, theeasier it
wasto losetrack of what was going on.
| knew | wasthereto meet the L ord, and
closer to the front, where there were
fewer distractions, | got more out of the
Service.

Often the week seemed so long, and



by Saturday night | was anxious to see
my friends. We often got together Sat-
urday evening. Andthemorefunwehad,
oftenthehour got pretty late. Next morn-
ing, it was hard to get up in time for
church, and harder till to concentrate
onwhat theMeeting heldfor me. Finaly,
| redized if | had fun with my friends
Friday night, and then kept Saturday
night free to go to bed early, | was up
much earlier, and got much more out of
the service.

Finaly, Adults, are you in your seat,
quietly meditating, praying or reading
the Word for alength of time before the
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Meeting starts? Are you built up, ready
to give that psalm, hymn or spiritua
song, that prophecy, teaching or exhor-
tation? Are you respectful of all the
membersof the Body?Weareexamples
to our children, and it is us they will
imitate.

When | was a child, | heard much
about the Order of the home, and the
Order of the Church Manners are part
of that Order. They help you and others
to get the most out of a Service. They
portray reverencefor our Lord, and con-
sideration for others.

-- A Member of the Body

on Sunday, November 2, 2003.

Charges for your room & board:
Under 3 years of age - no charge
Age 3-10 - $20.00

Age 11 - Adult - $60.00

New York/New Jersey Camp Meeting
October 31 to November 2, 2003

Leibenzel Retreat Center,
Schooley's Mountain,

80 Pleasant Grove Road, New Jersey 07879
Please bring your own linens (single bed), towels & pillows, as these will not be available at the campground.
A limited amount of linens can be rented for $5/set for those travelling from further away.
Registration begins at 3:00 p.m. on Friday, October 31. Meals will be served in the dining hall, beginning
at5:30 p.m. on Friday, followed by the first meeting at 7:30 p.m. The camp will conclude with the noon meal

Please RSVP by October 13th to:

New York, New Jersey Camp

c/o Brad & Carrie Wensley

10 Penn Commons

Yaphank, NY 11980 or

Phone: 631-924-7626 or email: carriemw@optonline.net

For transportation contact Cleveland Gajee at debgaj@aol.com or Phone: 201-486-5644

This is the rate schedule
for accommodation regarding the Scripture Studies
October 5 - November 1, 2003.

Room & Board -

Rate Schedule

Per Month

Singles - $300.00

Couples - $500.00

1 Parent with 1 child - $500.00

Per Week
Singles - $75.00
Couples - $125.00
1 Parent with

1 Child - $125.00

Daily

Singles - $12.00
1 Parent with

1 Child - $20.00

REGISTRATION FORM |
Sharon Scripture Studies Oct. 5 - Nov. 1, 2003

Name:

Arrival Date:

Depature Date:

|
|
|
|
I Address:
|
|
|
|
|

Mail to: Sharon Scripture Studies, Box 878, North Battleford, SK S9A 2Z3

NORTH BATTLEFORD
NEW YEAR'S
YOUTH RETREAT
Dec. 29, 2003 - Jan. 3, 2004

As part of Sharon Schools Educational Program
the North Battleford Young Peoples' Gathering
will begin with the supper meal Monday, Dec. 29,
2003 and will run through until after breakfast Jan.
3, 2004. Bring your usual things: bedding, towel,
toilet articles, warm clothing, musical instrument,
Bible, notebooks, skates and broomball brooms
and hockey gear, gym clothes and footwear. We
thank the Mothers for their past contributions of
baking and suggest that similar offerings would be
gratefully received again this year. (If the Elders
feel to send any financial help from the churches,
it will be greatly appreciated). This invitation is
extended to teenagers and older singles and
young married couples. We would like to
encourage older singles to attend with a focus on
their ministry and issues. We also would like to
encourage young married couples to come for
fellowship and to assist with the ministry. Please
have one of your young people write at an early
date stating approximately the number of boys
andgirls hopingtoattend. Sendto Sharon Schools,
Box 878, North Battleford, Sask. S9A 273.
Registration Fee: $25.00 on arrival.

INDIANA
YOUNG PEOPLE'S
MEETING
December 2003

Sat. evening, Dec. 27 thru Wed., noon,
Dec. 31, 2003. Mt. St. Francis Retreat
Center, St. Francis, Indiana, 47146,
phone (812) 923-8817. Location just 10
miles from downtown Louisville, KY. All
under one roof, gym, recreation rooms,
hundreds of acres of woods and hills to
hike and sled on. 53 private rooms w/
bath and air conditioning. How to Get
There. From West (St. Louis, etc.) | 64
to U.S. 1 50 West, go 2 miles on US 1 50
to 2nd set of flashing lights, the center is
on the left. From North: | 65 South to |
265 West 10 miles to U.S. | 50 exit, go
2 miles on | 50 to 2nd set of flashing
lights, center on left. From South and
East: | 64 West thru Louisville across
Ohio Riverthen 4 milesto U.S. 1 50 East
highway. Go 2 miles on | 50 to 2nd set
offlashing lights. Centeris onleft. Come
one and all, bring your friends and
let's have a great time learning and
sharing together.
Bring: Bibles, notebooks, pens and pen-
cils, personals, extra towels and
washcloths if desired, snacks for after
service.
Contact Ken Jones
190 Grove Ave.,
Hampshire, IL 60140
Phone: 847-683-3448
or email: KenBrenJones@juno.com
Costs: Adults $65,
Teens $54 (11-17)
Children $32 (2-10)
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DATES OF IMPORTANCE

Pinelow Family Camp ..o November 8 - 11, 2003
Indiana Young Peoples ..., December 27 - 31, 2003
North Battleford New Year's Youth Retreat ................ Dec. 29, 2003 - Jan. 3, 2004
Big Spring TeXas ......ccccvureereeneererneereieensieens ...January 30 - February 1, 2004
North Carolina Winter Camp .........covernererninernerereeenieens February 27 - 29, 2004
Feast North Battleford ..., April 8 - 11, 2004
Illinois Gathering (KiNg's HOUSE) ......ccevmevrermerrerieieieiereineees April 30 - May 2, 2004
Camp North Battleford ..........ceeiernienienineneneresese e July 4 - 11, 2004

Non Profit
U.S. Postage Paid
Minden, NE 68959

Permit No. 40

PAUL E. HINE
der
Charlotte NC

July 18, 2003

North Carolina Winter Camp 2004
to be held at Cornerstone Conference Center, WNC Pentecostal Holiness Church Hwy 29 North, Brown Summit, NC
The site of the camp is about 12 miles north of Greensboro of US Highway 29, on the left, 1 block north of NC Hwy 150 interchange
with Hwy 29. Traveling south on Hwy 29 from Virgina, the camp is located on the right just after passing the Benaja Road overpass.
The camp will begin with the 7:30 pm meeting on Friday, February 27, and conclude with the noon meal on
Sunday, February 29, 2004. Other meetings will be at 9:30 am and 7:30 pm on Saturday.
Dave Heath ph. (336) 841-0607 email: dapack@juno.com or
Jim Marion ph. (336) 883-1845 emall: marion3196@aol.com

Camp Registration.

Schedule for Sharon

Scripture Studies and Fellowship
October 5th to November 1st, 2003

Four weeks, Monday through Saturday

Breakfast 7:30am to 8:00am Dinner  12:00 pm to 12:30 pm
Class 9:00am to 10:15am Class 2:30pm to 3:45pm
Class 10:30am to 11:45am Supper 5:30pm to 6:00 pm

M eetings 7:30 pm on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday

1st Week - 16 Classes 3rd Week - 16 Classes

+ Sons & Sonship - 4 classes + Local Church - 4 classes

* The Beatitudes and | Corinthians - 4 classes + Sonship - 4 classes

*God's Great Eternal Planand Purpose - 4 classes  + Unity - 4 classes

* The Home - 2 classes +Gospel of the Kingdom and our Role in It - 2 classes
* The Presence of God - Brief Look - 2 classes +Cannon of Scripture and Church History - 2 classes

2nd Week - 16 Classes 4th Week - 15 Classes
* Our Calling, Walk and Example - 4 classes + Abiding in the Truth - 4 classes
* Eternal Life, Humility - 4 classes + Tithing - 1 class
* Present Truth - 4 classes + Living in the Seventh Day - 2 classes
+ The End of the Age - 2 classes + Jesus: The Christ, the Only Begotten Son
+ Walking in the Spirit - 2 classes - 2 classes
* Attitudes - 2 classes
+ Sonship - 2 classes

SCRIPTURE STUDIES AND FELLOWSHIP

October 5to November 1, 2003
at Sharon Homes & Schools, North Battleford, SK, Canada
o[Je[Je[]
Pre-registration is necessary - see Registration Form.
The unfolding revelation of the Holy Spirit has brought many glorious truths whereby,
"It ismore blessed to give than to receive." "The things that thou hast heard...among many

witnesses, commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also."
Il Timothy 2:2.

THE TRAVELLING MINISTRIESWILL BE CONTRIBUTING TO CLASSES
ON THE REVELATION OF THE PLAN AND PURPOSE OF GOD BY THE
"ECCLESIA", WHICH ISHISBODY, AND IT'SSPIRITUAL STRUCTURE

AND FUNCTION. PRAY, PLAN, AND PURPOSE TO SIT AT THE
FEET OF JESUSDURING THESE DAY S!

Box 878, North Battleford, Saskatchewan, Canada, S9A 2Z3

Sharon Children's Homes and Schools

The Sharon Star is a monthly paper, published and
mailed out on the free-will offering plan, as a medium of
information for all who are interested in the unfolding
revelation of the Word of God.

Published by Sharon Children'sHomes and Schools,
Box 878, North Battleford, ~Saskatchewan, Canada,
S9A 2Z3.

Sharon Star on line www.thesharonstar.org

Office (306) 445-2733.
Canadian Publications Mail Product Sales Agreement No. 461059.



